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PREFACE. 



Thb confidence with which interpretations of 
prophecy, founded upon *' Apocryphal fragments," 
have been imposed on the attention of the 
Christian world, and the specious allurements held 
out for an erroneous conception of the truth of 
Daniel's eleventh chapter, arising from the ex- 
traordinary appearance on the stage of the world 
of one man more distinguished than others of his 
class and genus for ferocity, '' and doing accord- 
ing to his will," in recent times, require some 
caution to be exercised by those who read, and 
by those who desire to understand the words 
of this book of the Apocalypse, and to ''keep 
those things which are written therein." 

It is the more necessary, because Mr. Frere, 
in his ''General Structure of the Apocalypse," 
has taken for granted, that all which he had 
before submitted to the attention of the public 
was true, and still presumes to make his expo- 
sition of Daniel the basis of any sound inter- 
pretation of the revelation of St. John. It is yet 
more extraordinary, that whilst '' the churchy* 
" the church** is the burden of his song ; the Jew, 
of whom God himself speaks as ''the apple of 
his eye," is altogether forgotten ; yet has Ezekiel 
declared, that in the future day " all the trees of 
the fields (or churches of the prophetical world,) 
laiafif: that the Lord hath made the dry tree 
^^Bih^h. xvii. 24.) and planted it on 
d eminent, even the mountain 
ael ; and, according to Isaiah, 




"they, (the people of Israel,) shall be named the 
priests of the Lord ; men shall call them the 
mhiisters of our God," that " their seed shall 
be known among the Gentiles, and their offspring 
among the people ; all that see them shall 
acknowledge them, that they are the seed whom 
the Lord hath blessed." (Ixi. G, 9.) 

The Rev. Mr. Trving has still more boldly 
asserted, that "this hook of the Apocalypse (in 
his application of the 144,000 sealed of the twelve 
tribes to the people of Great Britain,) concerneth 
the Gentile Church, its sufferings, its backslidings, 
its judgments, and its glory, touching the Jews 
only by way of a contijiual concert with the Old 
Testament prophecies," Vol, ii. p. 329 ; and thus, 
he adds, p. 332, " The nations to be visited are 
called continually by the name of Babylon, and 
the nation that is preserved is therefore desig- 
nated by the name of Israel," the preserved nation 
being, in the judgment of Mr. Irving, the sealed 
of the twelve Tribes, or the British Nation, 
and consequently, the Israel of God. If the 
parallel be true, we are still the slaves of the 
Papal Harlot, the deliverance arising only with 
the destruction of Babylon. The pretensions 
of these authors to disfranchise the Holy People 
of their privileges, and the authority with which 
they discharge them from the prophecy of Daniel 
and from the revelation of St. John, will perhaps 
appear in the following pages ; though the design 
of the author is not so much to combat the 
opinion of others, as to express the conviction 
of his own mind, that neither the prophecy of 
Daniel, nor the revelation of St. John, can possibly 



PREFACE^ V 

Be understood^ unless the Jew be nicade the Key- 
stone of every prophetic structure. 

The author has not entered on the question of 
time in this ** Jewish Key," having already dis- 
cussed such points in *'The Even-Tide;" and it will 
be suflScient to state his firm belief, that a very 
few years will determine the crisis which is to 
restore the beloved people to their own land,' and 
that we are now living in that eveatful period in 
which '' the 144,000 which are the first-fruits to 
God, even the Lamb, are to be sealed in their 
foreheads ;" during which sealing, '* the four winds," 
or armies of the four existing monarchies, appointed 
to desolate ''the earth, sea^ and trees," are to be 
restrained. In the desolation predicted, when- 
ever that event shall take place, will that holy 
nation (for '' if the root be holy, so are the 
branches,") discern the hand of God directing 
their wearied steps to their, own land. 

It is, however, from the internal evidence of 
prophecy, and from a correct understanding and 
appropriation of-^ the symbols, as well as from a 
just comparison of the different prophecies, not 
as it respects any one book, but the whole of the 
inspired volume, that we can alone determine the 
character of the times in which we live. The 
sanguine mind of man grasps at the passing 
shadow, and builds his fleeting hopes on the 
event of the day, and is too impatient to wait 
the appointed time of God, and the develop- 
ment of the Divine counsels ; but the certainty 
that the mystic times are not expired, at the 
dose of which we may justly expect '' that dayT 
in which '' the lofty looks of man shall be 



humbled, and the haughtiness of men be bowed 
down, and the Lord alone be exalted," is, that 
"the power of the Holy People still continues to 
be scattered." It is nevertheless, remarkable, that 
the oppressing power, even their great adversary 
the dragon, for " the war in heaven" has not 
yet taken place, is now reckoning by his twelve 
hundred and forty-third year. It is to darken 
counsel, therefore, to propagate the opinion 
that the twelve hundred and ninety years can 
have been fulfilled, whilst the Mohammedan 
abomination exists on the surface of the pro- 
phetic earth ; nor has any event occurred of that 
signal nature, obviously intended by the termina- 
tion of those years, which can possibly reconcile 
the intelligent mind to such a supposed accom- 
plishment of prophecy, as is asserted by Messrs. 
Frere and Irving, in reference to those days. 

Mr. Cuninghame, in a recent pamphlet, has 
very ably and successfully attacked the prophetical 
period of these celebrated authors of the two 
thousand four hundred years, though Mr. C. had 
himself agreed in nearly a similar conclusion as to 
the twelve hundred and sixty and twelve hundred 
and ninety years. The opinions of that gentleman, 
as to the expiration of these several prophetical 
periods, seem to have undergone some change, 
for he avows that those who have dated the 
commencement of the two thousand three hundred 
years from the commission of Ezra, may very 
possibly be correct. Where, however, does he 
find the opinion of such authors expressed, save 
in "The Even-Tide," and in a fugitive paper 
penned fourteen years since, by the same author. 
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in which that circumstance was particularly stated* 
So far, then^ from there being any just ground 
for concluding that the remarkable events pre- 
dicted by Daniel have been fulfilled, the very fact 
shows, because of no important occurrence in 
these our own days, that the period of twelve 
hundred and ninety years cannot have been 
accomplished, and that also, because the power 
of the Holy People still continues to be scattered ; 
but if the commission of Ezra be the correct 
epoch of the two thousand three hundred years, 
and if the Mohammedan be the oppressing power^ 
the duration of which is ''the time, times, and 
a half," and its years be lunar years, the restora- 
tion of Israel may be shortly expected^ for these 
two grand exits of time terminate at the 
same moment, and then may " the sanctuary 
be cleansed." 

With a more copious definition of symbols than 
modern writers have chosen to give, excepting 
the admirable author of '' The illustrations of 
prophecy," and endeavoring to compress his 
general sentiments for more easy perusal, the 
author has submitted a concise view of the 
contents of each chapter of the Apocalypse, and 
has endeavoured to show the synchronisms of the 
symbols, and their connexion not only with other 
portions of St. John, but with the other prophets. 

It would be a very partial and limited view of 
the subject, were the revelation of St. John to be 
considered a perfect revelation, and to be inter- 
preted by itself. It is, in fact, the concentration 
of all the symbols employed by other prophets, 
all of which refer to one subject, — the deliverance 



of Israel and their future glory (not the glory 
of an undefined church,) at the future advent of 
Messiah, after the glory or the tvn of the empire 
of the present dispensation of their enemies shall 
have for ever passed away. 

Let it not be imagined that the author is willing 
to abandon one jot or tittle of the privileges to 
which he considers himself entitled as a believer 
in Christ, or that his views are carnal, because he 
believes the re-establishment of that holy people, 
as the portion and inheritance of the Lord, in 
glory in their own land, wiU be the final result of all 
revealed truth ; for if Christ be " a light to hghten 
the Gentiles, he will be the glory of his people 
Israel," wliich will be the consummation of the 
glory of the glorious Redeemer. 

The grand question is, not what our forefathers 
have in vague and indefinite terms expressed 
concerning the symbols, but " what is truth." 
The scriptural mind will necessarily revolt from 
that system of spiritualising and paralysing all 
the prophecies of truth, as if there were nothing 
revealed but that this British nation, or the sup- 
posed pure and Protestant church, were the 
Mount Zion, the daughter of Jerusalem, the true 
bride, or the sealed of the Lord of Hosts ; more 
especially will it dissent from the proposition, 
that our own nation are " the people of God," 
apostates as they are, and having abused their 
manifold privileges, and which but for those who 
may be considered " the salt" in the midst of 
them, would, in all probability, .be visited with the 
heaviest judgments of God, for " to whom much is 
given, of him shall much be rL't|uircd." Perhaps 

I 
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thp timi^ is:<p!Qming^ whe^ even thip natioa> boast* 
ing ti^emselves of their ppooden wull^ tind iheit 
military prow€[ss^ sufid/wit^ :9ipgular inconsistency, 
their pure and holy faith, once, indeed, delivered 
tOr their forefathers, but shamefully abused> and 
miide a stepping-stone to power aud authority, 
may be burnt up with the Turkish '*fire and 
brimstone " of the kin^ that shall do according 
to ;his will; and, like Zidon, her type, the Lord 
Gqd be glorified in the midst of her, by "sending 
into her pestilence, and blood into her stneets, 
(cities,) and the wounded (his own holy people,) 
be judged in the midst of her, {even in London 
her metropolis,) by the sword upon her on every 
side, that they may know that He is the Lord," 
{Ezek. xxviii. 23.) The year of recompensejs for 
the controversy of Zion, it is true, may not be 
yet come, but the cause of his wounded people 
will be avenged, and it will come, and will not 
tarry. 

Without the sanction of secular importance or 
ecclesiastical rank, such unauthorised truths may 
be deemed unpalatable to many minds, abhorring, 
as most men do, even the very name of a Jew, 
in which, however, they ought chiefly to glory. 
Were the author to administer to the lax morality 
of the^ age, and foster the unfounded prejudices 
of the day, by advocating the indefinite term, 
"the church," "the church," or substitute "the 
Protestant British Nation," for " the beloved, holyif 
and glorious people of Israel," the cause thu3 
pleaded might be more acceptable ; but, with some 
knowledge of prophetic truths, and convinced of 
the generally erroneous opinions maintained on 



these essential and infinitely important questions, 
he will not, by the grace of God, bend to the 
inclinations of any class of men, nor bow to the 
prejudices of any sect, were the world at stake. 

It may be expedient to define that popular term, 
" THE Church." In the present day it has no 
existence, if as a distinct and visible church it 
be the supposed church of Christ ; no church of 
the present time being represented by any other 
symbol in the Apocalypse than that of the Papal 
Harlot and her children, the apostate woman 
of the twelfth chapter, " the smoke of whose 
torment is to ascend up for ever and ever ;" her 
visible state, about the time of judgment in the 
wilderness, being described in the seventeenth, 
and her judgment in the eighteenth chapter of 
St. John. There is no choice left for us in the 
present day, but to rank ourselves as a Church 
under one or other of the children of that same 
Harlot, and this, whether we belong to an esta- 
blished or to a dissenting church, of which, in the 
broad scale of prophecy, there can be little 
distinction ; none at all, if, as the symbols import, 
we are to be considered in our national, and not in 
our individual character, as it respects any revela- 
tion given by Daniel or St. John. The promise is 
nevertheless confirmed to those who overcome, 
or to those who have suffered for the word of 
God, or for the witness of Jesus, as to individual 
believers, whether of the Church of Rome, or 
any other of the seven churches, or any of those 
minor divisions which obtain in the respective 
kingdoms of the Dragonic empire. 

The separate churches of every nation con- 
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necked with the Western Romau Empire are 
symboUsed by '^ the children" of the Papal Harlot^ 
or synonymously, of Jezebel, which are ,threaten- 
ed to be "killed with death/' or "burnt with 
fire." It is to individuals only "who have not 
this doctrine, and have not known the depths of 
Satan as they speak," that encouragement to 
hope is given, and these are grafted as individual 
believers in the good olive-tree, and partake of 
the root and fatness of that olive-tree, which is 
the Jewish Church, the mystical body of Christ ; 
and it is in the last day, when their enemies 
"die and shall not live, and are deceased and 
shall not rise," and when they are "visited and 
destroyed, and all their memory made to perish," 
that " the dead men of Israel live, and shall arise 
the dead body " of their Redeemer, whose memory 
sJiaU be had in everlasting remembrance. 

The mystical body of Christ, the true church, 
must therefore be now considered in a state of 
depression, or death, and the present existing 
visible churches are the churches of His enemies. 
The same figure obtains in the good olive-tree, 
which is his Jewish Church, the churches of other 
nations being mere branches of the wild olive-tree 
grafted in; if bringing forth fruit, weB! or, if 
barren and unfruitful, are to be cut off. So, also, 
Christ says, " Other sheep I have which are not of 
this fold, them also I must bring."* It is the Jewish 
Church, still, and neither nations nor individuals 
can boast themselves as independent olive-trees, 
but only as branches, or sprigs ; and though the 
good olive-tree may now be considered sapless> 
and in itself destitute of verdure, and the Gentile 



branches are certainly withered and decaying, 
yet will it shoot forth vigorously in the last day, 
and "blossom and bud, and fill the face of the 
world with fruit." 

The sense generally entertained of the sym- 
bolical terms employed by the prophetic writers, 
to denote the people of Israel, as " Zion, Israel, 
Jerusalem, &c." has been so long imposed by 
authority in the shape of head-lines and contents 
of chapters, as if these appellations of the once- 
favoured and chosen people of God, wherever 
they occur, were convertible terms, for that 
mystical and imaginary existence, " The Church," 
that it may be deemed almost infidelity to doubt. 
This is not the fault of the translators, for these 
notes and comments, as they really are, are not 
to be found in the text itself, but have been 
arbitrarily assigned by those authorities, which 
have obtained the dominion over our faith, and 
have thus determined, that men shall not think 
for themselves, but believe what they decide. 
Whilst, however, it is obvious, that the last power 
which is to be destroyed is the modern, and not 
the ancient Babylon, yet the cup which is to pass 
from the daughter of Zion to that Papal Harlot, 
must pass from that same daughter of Zion which 
was alHicted in the days of Jeremiah, and which 
Zion must symbolically denote the Jewish nation 
now, as in more ancient times. Her enemies 
change and pass away, but are designated alike; 
Israel cease not, and their appellation continues. 

The unfounded glosses of our English Bibles 
have, however, prevented men from judging for 
themselves of ihe Divine record ; and tlie air of 
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authority with which they are invested, as if they 
were a part of the text itself, leaves an insensible 
impression on the mind ' from childhood to old 
age, which is productive of evil, and has done 
injury to the cause of Lsrael. Thus, if the Lord 
turn again 'Hhe captivity of Zion," and Jacob 
is to rejoice, and Israel is to be glaid, it is 
*' THE CHURCH Celebrating her retv/rn out of capti- 
mtyT So, if Isaiah predict, that "Zion shall 
put on her strength, and Jerusalem, the holy city> 
her beautiful garments, and the captive daughter of 
Zion is to loose herself from the bands of her neck,** 
it is "Christ persuadeth the church to believe 
his free redemption." Is not this to do violence to 
the word of God ? or can human sophistry be carried 
to greater lengths, in order to inducfe a belief that 
the Jewish nation, under the symbol df the captiv* 
daughter of Zion, cannot be intended ; ^et Jeremiah 
has latnented the desolations of Jerusalem under this 
precise figure ? But the system of spiritualising 
prophecy has been carried so far, that even when^ 
judgment is to be<denounced on the Gentiles^'and 
they are to **leax>e their name for a curse to his 
chosen, ^"^ at the time when the new Jewish '^heaven 
and earth" are to be created, the gloss is, ^'the 
Jems, for their incredulity , idolatry, and hypocrisy, 
are rejected.'' - This afflicted people are abuseld 
for their hostility to Christians^ and for not re* 
ceiving the word of God at their hands, and yet 
are these the interpretations imposed on their 
minds; and because they legitimately refuse such 
unfounded gloss6s, are rejected ag hardened and 
impenetrable sinners. Such, ind6ed> is the ex- 
triiorditiary state of the present day, that a bible 
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is not to be obtained without these same un- 
founded notes and comments, and whether re- 
quested for the use of Jews or Christians, the 
uniform answer is, " The Universities do not 
now print any other bibles." These things ought 
not so to be ; but, undoubtedly, the Jewish 
question has been thus hindered from making its 
just progress in the opinion of mankind, and the 
people of Israel have been denied the reasonable 
expectation of their promised blessings. 

There is another point on which it may be 
expedient to offer a word or two, and which, 
indeed, deserves a volume. The prophetic world 
is not the universal globe, but is to be understood 
as the site of the four monarchies ; and every 
interpretation of prophecy which oversteps the 
boundaries of the four empires, cannot, it is 
presumed, be consistent with truth. "The nations, 
and kindreds, and tongues, and peoples," are 
the kingdoms of the Roman Monarchy or of the 
Universal Tyranny, concerning which, the reve- 
lation of God, whether by Daniel or in the 
Apocalypse, has been given ; ultimately tending, 
as all the events of time under his plastic hand 
will do, to his own glory amongst all other 
nations. Nevertheless, the site of the four 
monarchies will be the great and holy city of His 
universal empire, and Is that kingdom of this 
world which is to be " the Lord's, even his 
anointed's," or that kingdom, which is to be 
given to " The Saints," or " People of tlie Holy 
Ones ;" and the appellation of " The Great and 
Holy City" being given to the kingdom, necessarily 
supposes a much more extensive sphere of influence, 
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even as Babylon^ whether of old or of modern 
times^ gave law to many more numerous prirrinces 
and kingdoms than the city or province of Babylon. 
To prevent misapprehensioii^ the opinions 
avowed by the author are not to be considered 
the sentiments of any society with which he may 
be connected, but as proceeding from the rooted 
convictions of his own mind, which he dares not 
conceal. He fe not, however^ insensible, that the 
interpretlltions of prophecy generally maintained 
by authors, are injurious to the Jewish cause ; and 
in tbe statements now submitted, it may be hoped, 
that many erroneous opinions may be corrected, 
and the interests of that afflicted nation pro-^ 
mdted. The present day is, indeed, the momen-> 
tons period of that kingdom, the gospel of which 
is to be preached '^ unto all them that dwell 
on the (prophetic) earth, and to every nation^ 
and kindred, and tongue, and people,*" of the 
Westerly Roman world, whether they will hear, 
or whether they will forbear, and it becomes the 
bounden duty of every man to propagate his 
sentiments, if consistent with truth, and to excite 
his fellow-men to study and to watchfulness. 

Should it appear that the explanations of the 
events predicted concerning the Jew, carry with 
them the force of truth, it will be obvious, that God 
has not cast away his people, nor taken away his 
favour from those which he foreknew, and that they 
who have been exercising wrath upon them, may 
expect a retribution of justice. Even whilst writing 
these few lines, how manifestly does it appear 
that the Papal power may expect the vengeance 
predicted, which at the present moment is de- 



prirmg that people of the common rights of 
humanity.* Our own natiou, which have been 
equally guilty of their blood, and still stand 
possessed of their spoils, with their dreadful 
statutes and murderous edicts yet unrepealed, are 
bound, as they may expect the vindication of 
Divine justice, to repair the breach ; and as may be 
their desire, to stay the wrath of heaven, by admi- 
nistering to their temporal wants and their spiritual 
necessities ; nor less to advocate their cause in the 
repeal of those obnoxious statutes which still exist, 
and thus justify themselves to God. The channels 
of mercy are now open, both as it respects the 
London Society and the Philo-Jud^an Society, 
and it will be their duty to support such or any 
other societies, which may be formed, to the utmost 
extent of their power. And may the grace of God 
give effect to this appeal, provided the cause of 
the Jew may be scripturally considered the 
revelation of the Divine mind. 



%* Since sending this lait sheet to the preaa, the ttutlior has seen the 
translation of a Spanish work on prophecy, written by " Een Ezia, a 
converted Jew." On the question which concerns the Jews, it ia inva- 
luable. Unhappily, the author of this Treatise was a Catholic, and 
whether from fear or favour, has adopted the catholic notioiia of Anti- 
christ; subverting, however, the most intelligent explanations of other 
synibols. It is also to be lamented, that his own arguments have been 
materially weakened by many of his supposed pmofs having been drawn 
from the Apocrypha. In an English translation, and in the present day, 
these might have been justly, and would have been more properly, 
omitted. 

* This was written three months since, when the Papal edict concern- 
ing the Jews was first announced. 
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Ejvery interpretation of the Apoculypse^ to be just^ must 
harmonize with every other portion of the prophetical writ- 
ings. If^ in the expositions of Commentators, there has obri- 
ously been so much difficulty in the explanations given, it may 
be presumed that they have not attended to the voice of God 
speaking by other prophets: for '* He is of one mind, and 
who can turn him ; hath he said, and sha}l he not do it ? '* 
** He is not man that he should lie, nor the son of man 
that he should repent:** and if there be declarations of 
Scripture which have not been fulfilled, in which the Lord 
God is to be '' glorified in the midst of his people Israel, 
and to be sanctified in the eyes of all nations,'* it is certain 
that we have not yet seen the events which are to come to 
pass. The probable reason why so many doubts and diffi- 
culties have arisen, is, that Christian commentators have 
appropriated to themselves the promises made to the pepple 
of Israel, and triumphed in their privileges, whilst only the 
inheritance of the curses has been lefl to that afflicted people. 
The secret of prophecy seems to rest with the acknowledg- 
ment of the truth, as given by God, concerning that nation ; 
and that, as all men must confess in the future day, that they 
are " the ministers of our God, and a people whom the Lord 
hath blessed," so must the interpretation of prophecy be 
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rendered as concerning that people, and that it contains tlie 
fate of their enemies, and the detail of their future glory. 

The mystery of God will, however, he finished according 
as he hath spoken by the mouth of all Iiis servants, the pro- 
phets, since the world began ; and to expect any other result 
than that which has been repeatedly declared shall take 
place — viz. the dissolution of the tyrannical empires, whether 
temporal or spiritual, is not only to deceive one's own mind, 
but, in the propagation of other sentiments, is to impose also 
on the credulity of mankind ; a circumstance the more awful 
as the event rapidly approaches, which will sea! the destiny 
of nations ; and the more dangerous, as the momentous 
period of the prophetic age in which we live plainly declares 
it to belong to the last times. 

THE GENERAL PURPORT OF PROPHECY. 

The truth uttered by Joseph Mede, and enforced by Sir 
Isaac Newton, that " Daniel is the Apocalypse compressed, 
and St. John, Daniel explicated," perfectly agrees with the 
internal evidence of these tvro sacred books ; and that the 
visions of Daniel relate to the fall of the Jewish kingdom, as 
well as to the rise of four tyrannies, which were to keep that 
holy people in subjection, and cause their being scattered 
from one end of heaven to the other ; and that, finally, the 
oppression should cease, and a fifth universal monarchy be- 
come triumphant, may be deemed prophetical truisms. But 
if the holy people were to te the subjects of oppression, 
what kingdom can possibly be intended by the kingdom of 
" the saints," but that same " people of the Holy Ones," who 
were to he slaughtered and oppressed during the mysterious 
times. 

It becomes a question, however, whether these truths are 
only revealed by Daniel, or whether the mystery be also fore- 
told by other prophets, according to the Apocalypse, Rev. x. 
The slightest examination will sulUce to show, that precisely 
the same truths are expressed by almost every other prophet 
since the first dawn of the prophetical age ; and that the 
burden of their song is, in fact, a denunciation of wrath. 
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in the first instance, against the people of Israel for their dis- 
Ql)edience^ and the rise of four avenging powers, but which is 
uniformly connected with a declaration of the downfall of their 
oppr^ssors^ and of a return of mercy to the Jewish nation. 

The history of the tyrannies is as clearly expressed by 
Mos^s, in Lev. txn, and Deut. xxviii and xxix, as it is by 
Diuiiel, though that prophet has more precisely embodied 
their figures, and defined their limits and succession ; but 
*< the nationof fierce countenance** of Moses, *' which shall 
not regard the person of the old, nor show favour to the 
young,** is equally the ** king of fierce countenance** of Da- 
niel, who is to *' destroy the mighty and the holy people,** 
and *^ the plagues wanderfulf'' the plagues of that King 
" who destroys wonderfully^^ during '* the period of won^ 
dersy* 80 also *^ the brimstone, salt, and burning,** which are 
to consume their land, ar^ the ** fire, and smoke, and brim- 
stone** of the sixth trumpet; and were the book of Levitious 
appealed to, the seven plagues denounced would be found in 
the seven heads of the dragonic power. Yet do these 
tlu^eat^ings close with a declaration of mercy, and that Grod 
will '' remember his covenant, and remember the land, and 
will not cast them away^ even in tbe'Uuid of their ^enemies, or 
abhor thenif totdestroy theuivuttetly/* The Psalmist has ex- 
pi^ssed similar truths, in; his .symbolical '^ bow, shieldt 
swordy j^nd battle,** . which 9ire t<^ be broken by the Lord 
CU>d in Salem, where he is '* to cut off the spirit of 
prinoes,*' and prove himsdlf " more glorious and excellent 
than the mountains ^f prey.**. Perhaps the book of Job 
equally illustrates ithe people of Israel, and his patience^ 
their patience : their desolation, by the four desolations 
which cam& upon him ; and also their triumph, by his final 
triumph. And it would only be necessary to compare the ex* 
pressipns of this book with the Lamentations of Jeremiah, jn 
order to dec^e, .whether the Spirit of God spake on these 
same occasions, and had reference to one grand and simulta- 
neous event. But it is to the prophets who lived neare;* the 
times, when the depressing circumstances of the history of 
that people were about to be fulfilled, that we must look for 
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more precise information, and to some of these may an appeal 
be made decisively in illustration of the prophecies of Daniel, 
and of the Revelation of St, John. 

Isaiah, commonly called " the evangelical prophet," and 
who does certainly predict the glory of the Redeemer, and 
preach the gospel of that kingdom which is finally to be esta- 
blished, nevertheless declares the glory of the kingdom of 
Israel ; and this is the burden of his song. It is easy, indeed, 
to spiritualize and neutralize all the significant symbols of the 
Scriptures of truth ; yet the Spirit of God must have had 
something more definite in prospect than a mere change of 
principle in the nature of man, when he employs symbols 
which are used by other prophets to denote empires ; and the 
obligation rests with those who explain away the meaning of 
the spirit of prophecy, to prove that a symbol, the sense of 
which ia determined in other portions of the Divine record, 
does not intend that same distinct and intelligible sense 
which must necessarily be given to it when it occurs in the 
prophetic history. But Isaiah evidently refers (chap, xi.) to 
the four tyrannies, by the well-known symbols of " the wo^, 
leopard, bear, and lion" the ravenous natures of which beasts 
symbolizing the fouf empires ; and to be locally understood, 
are to be changed, and are then neither to hurt nor destroy in 
the Lord's holy mountain, when the earth shall be full of the 
knowledge of the Lord ; yet ia it " in that day when the Lord 
shall set his hand, a second time, to recover the remnant of hb 
people," that these remarkable events are to occur. Then, 
when He creates the new heavens and new earth (chap. Ixv.), 
" before they call he will answer, and whilst they are speak- 
ing he will hear. The wolf and the lamb shall feed together 
(or the Roman empire be subdued), and the lion shall eat 
straw like the ox (or the Babylonic power be abased), and 
dust shall be the serpent's meat," or the Mohammedan power, 
in which all the wiles and abominations of the Satanic or 
Dragonic adversary are embodied, shall be levelled with the 

Jeremiah, when denouncing the vengeance of God against 
tlie great men and against the poor also, because these knew 
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not the way of the Lord^ but the great men had altogether 
broken the yoke, and burst the bonds, makes use of sunilar 
symbols ; chap. v. 6: " a lion shall slay them, a ic^p^ shall spoil 
them, the leopard shall watch over their cities ; (the bear J 
shall tear diem in pieces ;" and also declares when they are 
.to be removed into all the kingdoms of the earth for their 
transgressions : that then the Lord (chap. xv. 3.) ^ will ap- 
point over them four kinds; the sword to slay, the dogs to 
tear, the (ravenous) fowls of heaven^ and the beasts of the 
earth, to devour and destroy ;" yet has he expressly stated 
(chap. iii. 17.), that when backsliding Israel acknowledges his 
Jniquity, then *^ At that time they shall call Jerusalem the 
throne of the Lord, and all nations shall be gathered unto 
it, to the name of the Lord to Jerusalem!^ 

However difficult be the first vision of Ezekiel, it is very 
^obvious that the four wheels, which are symbols of empires; 
and the four cherubim, which are to be classed in character 
with " the daughter of Zion," Micah iv. 13, " whose horn 
.shall be iron, and hoofs also brass, and is ta beat ia pieces 
many people" in the last day, are emblematical of the same 
four tyrannies. The wheels are so high as to be dreadful; the 
cherubim run and return like a flash of lightning. They come 
out of the whirlwind and the fire, and stretch up their wings 
to the terrible chrystaL He who governs their movements 
13 arrayed also in flames, yet, remembering his covenant, has 
his rainbow, the symbol of his kingdom, (a circle also, 
coipposed of primitive colours,) and commands the che- 
rubim to let down their wings, when the oppressicm is to 
cease, and his kingdom to be established. The same pro- 
phet denotes similar judgments in chap, xiv., when he 
threatens Israel with the four sore plagues of *' the sword, 
and the famine, and the noisome beasts, and the pestilence;^ 
yet declares, ** they shall be comforted concerning the evil 
brought upon Jerusalem, and shall know that He had not 
. done it without cause, saith the Lord God.'' 

Hosea employs similar symbols to those of Jeremiah. Be- 
cause they were filled, and their heart was exalted, and they 
i had forgotten God, Therefore, (saith the Lord) " I will be 
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unto them as a Hon, observe them as a leopard, meet them 
as a bear bereaved of her whelps, the imld beast shall tear 
them ;" but remarkably does the Lord declare that, though 
they had destroyed themselves, and had no help, He himself 
woidd be theh' King ; and, at the very time of their promised 
deliverance, would be the plagues of death and the destruc- 
tion of hell. Nor will it be foreign to the subject to notice 
in this place, that " the wild beast" must be the last of the 
four tyrannies, and, when destroyed, must be acting in concert 
with death and hell: the use of this remark will be apparent 
when other symbols are referred to. 

Joel threatened the children of Israel with the four de- 
Touring insects, " the palmer-worm, the locust, the canker- 
worm, and the caterpillar," which should lay their vine waste, 
and bark their fig-tree ; yet declares, that " the fig-tree and 
the vine shall again yield their strength," and that the Lord 
would restore unto them the years that these devouring in- 
sects, the great army which he sent among them, had de- 
stroyed, and that they should praise the name of the Lord, who 
had dealt wondrously with them, and his people shouldnever 
be ashamed, not " any Granger pass through Jerusalem any 
more" but that it shall then be holy ; and these mercies to that 
people are connected with the signs of the last day, for " the 
sun shall be turned into darkness, and the moon, into blood, 
before the great and terrible day of the Lord come," ii. 33. 

What, also, can mean " the red horse, and the brown, the 
specMcd, and the white horses" of Zechariah, who will then 
have finished their work in the eventful period of silence, 
when " ike Lord shall again cmnfort Zion, and yet choose 
Jerusalem;" but the same four tyrannies as of all other pro- 
phets, or hia four chariots, which are " the four winds of 
heaven," denoting precisely similar circumstances in the very 
language of Daniel. 

With such a body of evidence, running like a golden chain 
through the Scriptures, evidencing the mind and will of God, 
can any man doubt the more full and explicit revelation given 
to Daniel concerning the same four tyrannies, that they affect 
the cause of that people, who are so plainly distinguished by 
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other prophets, in reference to the avengers of the cause of 
God, or disbelieve theii^erence that the promises made to 
the fature, final, and triumphant power, concern the Jewish 
nation also ? If every other prophet, speaking the mind of 
God, has closed his prophecy with blessings to the house of 
Israel, and mentions them exclusivelyy it is most clear that the 
kingdom of the little stone, which becomes a great mountain, 
and fills the whole prophetic earth, that is, the site of the 
tyrannical empire, after the dissolution of the four sove- 
reignties, must be their kingdom. So also must the kingdom 
given to the saints belong to that same holy people, against 
whom, as the avenging arm of the Lord, those tyrannies rose 
to existence ; for then did *^ the Lord give Jehoiakim, king 
of Judah,, and Ae vessels of the house of the Lord, into the 
hands of Nebuchadnezxar, who carried them captive into 
Shinar, to the house of his God*" 

Nor is this a mere inference, because Daniel expressly 
states, concerning ^' the 'certain man clothed in linen," that 
'^ he came to make him und^stand what should be&llhis 
(thy) people in the latter days, for yet the vision is (or will 
continue) for many days ;" and still more evident is it, that in 
the last day, *^ Michael, the Great Prince^ stands up for the 
children of tibe people of Daniel/* But if these be facts, and 
with the knowledge of what other prophets have spoken by 
the voice of the same Spirit, it is truly astonishing that al- 
most every commentator has lost sight of that people, and 
will scarcely allow them a place in the prophetic record. 

INQUIRY CONCERNING THE GENERAL PRINCIPLE OF THE 

APOCALYPSE. 



It is most important, however, to observe, if such be the 
uniform language of the prophets, that four empires were 
to exist as the desolators of the people of Israel, and that 
then they should recover their dominion; and if Daniel's 
prophecy accord With their testimony, then must the same 
Divine Spirit, on the very principle suggested by Mr. Mede 
and by Sir Isaac Newton, have imparted similar views to St. 
John ; and the Apocalypse must necessarily be a transcript of 
the mind of God as given by other prophetsy however' lull and 
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more minute in particulars may be the revelation imparted 
to that beloved apostle. This, then, is the test by which 
every system of interpretation ought to be tried, and by whidi 
it is proposed to examine the structure of the Apocalypse, 
and the general structure of Mr. Frere. 

Darnel, however, makes use of precisely the same imagery 
as does Jeremiah, in reference to the four wild beasts with 
which he threatened Israeli liut though Jeremiah closes bis 
denunciation with the quiver of their enemies being " o« 
open sepulchre" to them, yet " will he not make a full end of 
them ;" and afterwards declares, that " when a full end is to 
be made of all nations," " Jacob shall return from captivity, 
and be in rest and at ease, and none shall make them afraid," 
xlvi. 27, 28 ; and the prophecy of Daniel equally declares 
then- deliverance. Jeremiah prophesied before Daniel, 
and even before the desolation of the first wild beast ; Da- 
niel's vision of the Jour beasts was in the first year of Bel- 
shazzar, and, consequently, afler the rise of the first tyranny; 
these two prophets must, however, have foreseen the same 
four tyrannies, and have perfectly understood that tliey arose 
for similar purposes, as plagues to Israel. 

Hosea's prophecy is still more remarkable, having been de- 
livered at an earlier period, yet coinciding more expressly 
with the vision of Daniel's foiur beasts. Independently of " the 
lion, the bear, the leopard, and the dreadful wild beast" of 
Daniel, there are two little horns spoken of, the one rightly 
designated the Papal horn, the other the Mohammedan 
horn. It is on account of the words of the great voice of the 
little horn that the Roman judgment takes place ; and it is 
equally evident that Michael stands up against " the king of 
fierce countenance, understanding dark sentences," who 
" stood up against the Prince of princes," and he stands up 
also against " the king who exalts himself above every 
god, and speaks marvellous things agamst the God of gods;'' 
which power, whether of " the king of fierce counte- 
nance," or " the wilful king," is the little horn of the he- 
goat. But after the ravages of the four wild beasts, when 
the Lord declares " He will be King in Israel," and " will 
be as the dew uirio Israel," he then delivers them also from 
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two other plagues, besides those denoted by the four wild 
beasts, and these are said to be ^' Death and. Hell/* Daniel, 
therefore, and the prophet Hosea, perfectly agree in their 
general outline of prophecy, and Daniel's Papal and 'Mo- 
hammedan horns must be the Death and Hell of Hosea ; but 
^ Israel grows as the lify^ and casts forth his roots as Leba- 
non,'* when Death and Hell, their symbolical enemies, are 
destroyed ; and they must equally triumph, therefore, when 
the Papal and Mohammedan tyrannies are judged. 

Mr. Frere, in his " General Structure of the Apocalypse,** 
whether by omission or on conviction, it may be difficult to 
conjecture, and although an avowed interpreter of prophecy, 
and pr:ofessing to establish his premises upon the supposed 
principles of the prophecies of Daniel, has not condescended 
to name THE JEW, or even distantly hint at such anaUusion 
in his copious pamphlet of forty-eight pages ; but, in that same 
publication, he has made use of an expression which he has 
not however attempted to define, viz. '' The Chubch," no less 
(iian fifty 'f our times. Another recent Commentator has 
boldly declared, that the Revelation of St. John has nothing 
to do with the Jew, but that it relates to the Christian Israel ; 
and hence, in concert with Mr. Frere, has chosen to deco- 
rate the Protestant British nation with the names, and titles, 
and privileges of the twelve tribes of Israel. With these 
antagonists a PhSo-Judaeiui may well wage war, and, in his 
declaration of hostilities, may venture to assert, that the Apo- 
calypse is their entire history, as well as the history of those 
tyrannies which still continue to oppress that afflicted people; 
and that the Revelation given to St. John is penned upon 
precisely the same principles as have been laid down by 
Ae same Divine Spirit, for the instruction of every other 
prophet. 

It may be safely premised, that the want of this principle, 
and Ae contempt existing in most minds against the Jew, 
together with the undue estimation in which the Christian 
world, &lsely so called, if considered in any degree collec- 
tively, have viewed their own consequence in the eye of God'; 
have served to bias the niiihd, and caused it to mistake the 



The Jewish Key 

real bearing, and the significant meaning of the symbolical 
representations. 

The coincidence of language, and the connecting clauses 
of the Apocalypse, must erer be deemed important in the 
eyes of every commentator ; and it is, indeed, impossible that 
any correct interpretation can be given of it without taking 
these points into consideration. But there is much more than 
this, which requires the diligence of the prophetical inquirer, 
whose greater efforts of mind will be called into exercise 
by a due examination of the symbols, and by a comparison 
of these with other portions of prophecy of the Old Testa- 
ment, more clearly showing for what intent and purpose they 
are introduced into the Apocalypse, which may indeed be 
considered the grand reservoir of all other prophecies, in 
which their respective rills centre and terminate ; the sum and 
substance of the revelation of St. John being like that of all 
other prophecies, the glory of the people of Israel under the 
Lord their God at his second advent. Undoubtedly, the 
glory of the Redeemer is the grand object of every revela- 
tion ; but it may become a question in the examination of 
the New Testament, whether we have adhered strictly to 
the mind of the Spirit, in bending the prophecies of the 
Old, to our supposed right understanding of the New Tes- 
tament ; or, whether the glory of the final dispensation be not 
the accomplishment of the prophecies of the Old dispensation 
concerning Israel ; in which the Gentile world, who, at best, 
are but grafted into the good olive-tree, are not to act ax 
principals, but as auxiliaries : yet, on the contrary, the prin- 
ciple seems now to be maintained, that they are the principals, 
and that they are the good olive-tree ; whilst the Jew ia to be 
considered as the auxiliary, and to be grafted into their 
once wild olive-tree 

The principle of homogeneity must also be strictly re- 
garded by every consistent interpreter of Scripture truth, 
which, however, though frequently extolled as the sine qua 
nou. of prophecy, is seldom acted on ; else the question might 
be raised, why, whilst all commentators concede that the 
going forth of the Contjueror on his white horse, Rev. xix. 1 1, 
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who b in righteousness to judge and make war, denotes 
the establishment of an empire, and that this is the last 
empire nrhich wiQ be estabUsbed: hpw it is that the same 
siiattfication is not to be givmi to the first four horses of St. 
SiAm^ and that these four, horses and riders do not like- 
wise signify the establishment of four several, separate, and 
independent empires. The value of this principle may 
also be more dearljr manifested, by comparing this sugges- 
tion with- the known and acknowledged principle of 
Daniel's prophecy, where the four beasts, as interpreted 
by the angel, signify four kingdoms, precisely as *^ the lamb 
with seven horns and seven eyes," which is a similar or ho- 
mogeneous symbol ; and a synchronical one also with that of 
the fifth Horse and Horsepian, which signifies the fifth king- 
dom. For it is against **ihe lamb,'* as well as the Mighty 
Conqueror, that the drfigcp, beast, and false prophet, make 
war. Such also is the kingdom of the rainbow, or the vari- 
ously coloured c^c]e of Eaekiel, cpinpared with that of the four 
wheels, or of him .who sits enrobed in flames on the throne, 
with the cherubuttrWhoare represented as running and return- 
ing like a flash of- lightning. > Henqe^ will the ^th be evident, 
that that kingdom which succeeds to the dominion of the four 
tyrannies, must be akingdoin in the same sense, t. e. both 
temporal and spiritual ; and that the dominion, *' even the first 
damimon^ according to Micah, as promised, *' shaU return 
to the daughter of Zion," who has her horn iron, and her 
hoois (like those of the cherubim) brass, under favour of 
her Lord, who sits enthroned with the rainbow round about 
him as a token of his covenant. 

This principle of homogeneity requires to be carried still 
further, because divines of the pxesent, and of every past 
day, without distinguiahing between the symbols, which 
denote temporal and spiritual powers; or discerning those 
which are of a mixed nature, mystify and explain away all 
the bearings^ of prophecy, making them purdy spiritual. 
Yet it is obribus, Ihat " the great and holy city, the New 
Jerusalem,'^ succeeds to the destruction. Of ** "ty," 
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poral; the other, spiritual. That city, therefore, wliich suc- 
ceeds, must be both temporal and spiritual, and is well ex- 
pressed by the term great, in apposition with " the great 
city ;" and holi/, in apposition with " the great city Babylon," 
which, in the Apocalypse, has her synomymous appellation 
of " the mother of harlots." So also do the " new heaven 
and new earth" succeed to the old heaven and old earth, a 
precisely similar figure, denoting equally a dominion temporal 
and spiritual ; and which old heaven and old earth passing 
away, and " no place found ^or them," are obviously connected 
with the image of Daniel, which is pounded to dust, and " no 
place found for them," a prophecy clearly comprehending 
the vision of the four beasts, which is connected with a 
dominion temporal and spiritual. 

The necessity of this principle being mfuntained, is still 
more explicitly evidenced, because, commentators in their zeal 
against the Papal power, have interpreted symbols some- 
times very difl'erently, and have assigned a meaning too often 
according to the hiaa of their principles, yet the language of 
symbols speaks one clear and definite sense, and can no 
otherwise be consistently interpreted. Thus, a beast has often 
been explained to denote sometimes a temporal, and at other 
times a spiritual, power ; so, the moon sometimes signifies 
the consort of the king, and at other times, the people j 
whOst, in point of fact, it represents neither of them. 
A beast signifies an empire, and can never he applied 
to a purely spiritual power; e.g. a beast with ten horns, 
signifies an empire composed of ten kingdoms; a beast 
with two horns, must equally signify an empire of two 
kingdoms, and is equally connected with territorial posses- 
sion, and absolute dominion. And, in order to excite atten- 
tion to an important point, " a Iamb with seven horns," must 
also likewise denote, an empire of seven hingdoms, with ter- 
ritorial possession, and absolute dominion also. Yet have 
interpreters of prophecy almost uniformly spoken of the 
second beast of St. John as a spiritual power. So also a horn, 
having an eye in that horn, it may be conceded, according to 
the general construction of commentators, symbolizes a king- 
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dom (but. not an' empire) both temporal and spiritual ; thet 
seven horns of the lamb, those horns each having an eye^ 
musty by parity of reason^ signify seven kingdoms, each hav- 
ing a separate and distinct ecclesiastical government ; yet aU 
the seven kingdoms must necessarily constitute an empire, 
which is symboHzed by ^' the lamb,'* and be tak^i homoge- 
neously \rith the preceding empires of the four beasts. 

In any correct interpretation of prophecy, there are other 
points most material to a right understanding. For instance, 
the kingdom of a sovereign can never be sidd to increase^ 
whilst the kingdom of his enemies increases. Two suns can- 
not shine in the same firmament at one and the same time. 
If, therefore, the Httle horn of the he-goat be ** waxing 
great,'* "even to the host of heaven," or the little horn of 
the great and terrible wild beaist, be speaking great swelling 
worda of vuiity and blasphemies against the Most High, 
during these appointed times, that kingdom to which these 
horns are opposed, cannot be said to increase. So also, if 
the imperial sun be shining, " the Sun of Righteousness" oan^ 
not yet be said to have arisen; nor doeii it arise, as Malacht 
declares, till the last "great and terrible day of the Lord." 

There is another symbol upon which the whole hinge of 
revelation, as interpreted in successive ages, has hitherto 
turned, that of " a woman /*' and perhaps no greater fallacy 
has ever pervaded the minds of meii, . than the interpre- 
tation given to the twelfth chapter of the Apocalypse, on 
this particular and remarkable subject ; " the woman clothed 
with the Sun." The grand point to be considered. Is this 
a universal or a national symbol? On the evidence of the 
Old Testament Scriptures, it may be decided to be national, 
for the daughter of Zion, as well as the daughter of Babylon, 
must be national types, and one or other of these symbols 
must represent the woman of the twelfth chapter ; but as 
the cup passes from the daughter of Zion to the daughter 
of Edom, or Babylon, when the former of these rises to dis- 
tinction and glory; and as the imperial sun is darkened when 
the Sun of Righteousness arises* it may be presumed that 
the latter woman is intended by the symbol of the twelfth 



chaptsr. So does Aholab signify Israel, or the tentribes; and 
Aholibah, Jerusalem oi- Jud^, or the two tribes. It is there- 
fore an important question, which may be decided in the af- 
firmati^'e, that the woman of Rev. xii. who is clotlied with the 
Sun, is clothed with (At /mpeno^iSMn; and that she who tram- 
ples the moon, or the ecclesiastical authority aiihe heaven, the 
only true symbol of the universal church, under her feet, is the 
Papal harlot, and when driven to the wilderness, is flying 
from the heaven, or church, and is afterwards seen riding 
the beast in that same wilderness, hutthe smoke of whose tor- 
ment is to ascend up for ever and ever. Whilst in the same 
sense of nationaUty, a power connected with the last king- 
dom, that which is distinguished as "the bride of the 
lamb" must also be deemed national, and can he no other 
than that of the Jewish nation, to whom the Lord God, 
according to the prophet Isaiah, is to be both " Suji and 
Moon," or the sole temporal and ecclesiastical authority, and 
that because every otlier prophet bears testimony to pre- 
cisely the same particular. It is equally certain, that the last 
" great and holy city" has need neither of the sun nor moon, 
" because the Lord God, even the Lamb, is the light 
thereof," and into which all the nations shall bring their 
honour and their glory, in perfect coincidence with every 
other prophecy which concerns the daughter of Zion. 

Another point is of deep interest, and most worthy of con- 
sideration. What is to be considered the time when the 
Apocalypse was penned ? It is unquestionable, that the Re- 
velation of St. John may be understood as the only decidedly 
prophetical portion of the New Testament, unless the glo- 
rious words of our God and Saviour, and all his parables are 
to be taken as referring to the future establishment of 
that kingdom which is finally to take place on the earth. 
But it is a question of grave import, and of infinite conse- 
quence, as to the sound understanding of prophetic truth, whe- 
ther the Evangelists, and writers of the other books, referred 
to the Revelation of St. John, in their various testimoniei 
concerning the last day ; and whether he spake by a more 
direct and plenary efiiision of the spirit of God, for the in- 
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struction of his fellow ai>ostles, according to the intiiiiaition 
of Christ: '' What if I will, that he tarry till I come.** It is 
not a new question, because it has been suggested by Sir 
Isaac Newton. But, however excellent may have been the 
labours of his indefatigable mind, or of those on ihe- 
opposite side of the question, as stated by that able and 
learned writer. Dean Woodhouse, yet must the opinion and 
evidence of Dr. Tilloch be preferred, and the conclusion will 
be, that every reference or allusion in the writers of the 
New Testament, to future times, or to the last day, was 
directly taken from the Apocalypse, as from a book well 
known by all to whom they wrote, and to which they them- 
selves referred as to ^^ a light shining in a dark place ;'* for that 
learned and very able author has demonstrated, by a multi* 
plicity of facts, that the Apocalypse was written before any 
of the EpisdeS) and probably, also^ before the Gospels; and 
had he lived to publish his new translation of the Apocalypse, 
his labours might have been justly deemed invaluable. 

The language of symbols, in which .the Apocaljrpse is 
penned, however dark and mysterious it may seem to uninform- 
ed minds, is not impenetrable to those desirous of acquiring 
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knowledge; and why, it may be asked, if years are devoted to 
Other studies profitless and utterly inconsequent^ as they 
respect the future destinies of the man, should that which is 
tangible, and of the deepest concern to the whole human 
race be deemed unworthy the energies of a cultivated mind ? 
The being who taunts the student of prophecy, and pro*- 
nounces the diviner mad, may be deemed an infidel, and be 
raiJ^ed with those who^ in the last day, when the Son of 
Man Cometh, will be found deficient of fidth. With these 
preliminary remarks we may proceed to another topic, which 
calls for some animadversion and much inquiry. 

OBSERVATIONS ON MR. FRERE'S GENERAL STRUCTURE OF THE 

APOCALYPSE. 



Mr. Frere, in his general structure, has adopted a system of 
parallelisms of the cherubic voices, or thunders, accompany- 
ing the openmg of the seals, denoting the west ; of trumpets. 
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referring to the east; and of the little open book, relating, as lie 
remarks, to the church ; and this he professes to found 
on the construction to be assigned to the prophecies of 
Daniel. Unfortunately for this position there are seven 
seals, and only four cherubic voices, as they are called, or 
rather, four thunders of the beasts, or Uring creatures; and 
Dean Woodhouse has well observed, in reference to the 
thunders of these four beasts, though he assigns high dis- 
tinction to these living creatures, yet observes, " that the call 
(come and see) being repeated at the opening of every one 
of the first four seals, and -not afterwards, seems to signify 
that those four seals, like the four sides of the throne, each 
of which is guarded by a cherub, will be found to form of 
themselves an entire and compact history."* 

It is, however, little less thjtn begging the question, to assert 
the division of the book of Daniel from " the long continued 
forms of Poperi/ in ihe western Roman empire, of Ma/io- 
7netanism in the eastern Roman empire, and the more virulent, 
but less enduring fonn of injidelity, which has in these last 
days been ingrafted upon Popery." " These three great sub- 
jects of prophecy," Mr. F. remarks, " are respectively treated 
of in the vision of the four beasts; the vision of the ram and 
he-goat ; and the narrative of ' that which is noted in the 
Scripture of truth' The analogy, therefore, of tlie book of 
Daniel authorises us" he continues, " to admit a similar 
order in ihe Revelation of St. John," p. 4. And again, in 
p. 22, Mr. F. concludes, " Thus the arrangement of the 
subjects of the Apocalypse has been established on the ground 
of its analogy with the prophecy of Daniel." Now if it 
should appear that Mr. Frete's construction of Daniel were 
erroneous, and that there is no such power described as " the 
more virulent but less enduring form of infidelity ingrafted 
upon Popery," and tliat " the narrative of that which ia 
noted in the Scripture of trath," has no reference whatever 
to infidelity, but to Mohammedism; then his "general 
atructiu-e of the Apocalypse " falls to the ground, and that 

• Woodhouse, p. 138. 
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it 18 built oA a sandy foundation, liable to be overwhelmed by 
the storms and tempests of ^* that day** which is to come, is 
possibly the sentiment which those acquainted with the 
prophetic language would perhaps entertain. 

The confidence, however, with which Mr. Frere refers 
to his own system of Daniel's prophecy, as if it were con- 
dusive, and the analogy which he asserts, according to his 
system of the Apocalypse with that prophecy, is not a Kttle 
remarkable ; because no subject ever penned on the pro-> 
phetical writings has probably been so imperfectly supported, 
9S the history of infidelity^ which Mr. Frere supposes 
to be contained ^in the narrative of that which is noted 
in the Scripture of truth." Mr. Faber, indeed, by making a 
continuous history of the monarchies from the Medo-Persian 
to the Napoleonic empire, has exhibited more semblance of 
truth, In his exposition of the eleventh chapter, and yet it 
would be no derogation to his authority on other points to 
say, that he has there fistiled ; whilst, on the other hand, his 
elucidation of the eighth chapter, to which the host of pro- 
phetic writers are laid under the tribute of admiration, will 
ever entitle him to the highest rank in the school of the 
prophets. Mr. Kett was the first promulgator of this 
three-fold scheme, and has perhaps written more vividly 
on the subject than any other author. His sentiments, 
as well as Aose of Mr. Faber, may be accounted for 
from the rapid revolution of circumstances during the 
ferment of the French volcano. But why, in this day, 
the trumpet of infideUty is to be sounded, as if there were 
not enough in the principles of Popery and Mohammedism 
to call down IJie wrath of God on the nations of the earth ; 
and whilat, in feet, there is no one prophetical symbol to 
substantiate such an opinion, is almost passing wonder. 
Leo the tenth, who rejoiced in " the fable of Jesus Christy' 
could have much better solved the question, who acted 
precisely on the principles which will call both the Papal 
and Mohammedan world into judgment. Infidelity, there- 
fore, is not a recent graft, but a prime branch of the church, 
and absolutely connected with its present system. 

In reference to the grand divisions of the fourth empire. 



The Jewish Key 

on wliich the spiritual tyrannies of Popery and Mohammed- 
ism have established their dominions, it is possible that, as a 
Phi lo-Jud jean, there might be some concurrence of senti- 
ment : but it remains to be proved, that " the church," as 
Mr. F, is pleased to term it, (but what church is intended, 
may be a question of diffictdty,) is the object of prophecy 
in the vision of Daniel's four beasts : on the contrary, it may 
be iafely affirmed, that as the holy people were the subjects 
of oppression during the whole of the tyrannies, " the saints," 
who rise to power, must be the people of Israel. If, how- 
ever, this third branch of Mr. Fs. propositions should fail, 
or if, according to his own showing, that spirit which he de- 
nominates " infidelity," be ingrafted on the stock of the first 
parallelism of Daniel, it becomes (like the branches of the wild 
olive-tree, giafted into the good olive-tree, till the moment 
arrives when they are to be cut off for not bearing fruit,) an 
integral part of that stock, and loses its essential quidity of 
dbtinctness. 

Mr. Frere's sentiments are, indeed, well known, more espe* 
cially having been so recently re-echoed by the Rev. Mr; 
Irvine, as to the individuality of the kings of Daniel's eleventh 
chapter, and also in bis appeal to the Apocryphal Esdras, 
for a confirmation of his propositions. On the first of these 
points it is true that he has also recently been supported by 
the Rev. Mr, Cooper ; but it may, nevertheless, be asserted, 
that the narrative of " that which is noted in the scripture of 
truth" has no reference whatever either to tlie " Spirit of In- 
fidelity" or to the Western Empire. This subject requires* 
more examination, because on it has been founded a scheme 
more calculated to bewilder the imagination and destroy the 
simplicity of the Divine record, than any which, among those 
of the numerous host of commentators, has ever yet been sub- 
mitted to the attention of prophetical students ; and yet Mr. 
Frere has decided the question in half a dozen words, and 
then argues, that " the analogy of the book of Daniel authorises 
U8 to admit a similar order in the Revelation of St. John." 

There can be little doubt that the visions of Daniel, in the 
revelation given him of the Metallic Image and of the four 
beasts, syncluronize, and that they coalesce in every point ; 
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but from henee must it be inlferred that/'' the UHle stone 

which is* cut out of the ttiountain without hands^** and which 

first fklls on the feet and toes of the Image, is a symbol which 

synchronises also with the Roman judgment of Daniel ; for 

the fourth beast contififues predominant, and to speak great 

words against the Most High, and to wear out the Saints of 

the Most High, by means of Ae voice of the little horn,*? 

until the very expiration of the ''time, tim^s, and dividing of 

time ;" and the rising of the kingdom of the little stone, which 

is the only Judgment predicted in the vision of the image, 

can only likewise be coeval with the kingdom of " the Stxints.^ 

It is indeed morally impossible that the kingdom of the 

Messiah and the kingdom of his enemies can both be said 

to triumph and increase at one and the same time ; and it is 

very evident that the little horn of the He-Goat does " vrax 

great,** and that the little horn of the fourth beast does 

'^ speak great words'* during the mysterious times. It is, 

therefore, important to observe that, when Qirist first api- 

peaiped, it was his time of humSiation, and the period when 

the gospel of that kingdom was to be preached, but not the 

time of his trimnph and of his* kingdom; and dioughhe 

may have- estabfished, by his incarnation and sufferings, his 

right and title to empire, and proved himself to be the lawfid 

heir of the throne of his father David, neither iiis period of 

triumph, nor the establishment of his empire, is yet arrived* 

So far, however, from the prophecy of Daniel speaking the 
language of Mr. Frere,' it is plain that the vision of die me* 
talHc image -embraces the whole scope and course of pro*^ 
phecy, but that of the four beasts terminates with the Roman 
judgment ; for m that vision nothing is revealed concerning 
the judgment of the other three beasts whose lives are spared j 
though their dominion be taken away. It is, however, be* 
yond the question to suppose they always live, more espe* 
eially as symbolical periods of '• a season and a time** are 
assigned to their duration^ , The history and judgment of 
the three other beasts^ during the times of the fiyofth faeaitk 
miist, therefore, be sought, in some- other p^rtiBr 
prophecy, and will clearly be^disedvered in- 
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five chapters; the eighth chapter, viii. 1 — 14, revealing their 
history, and the succeeding verses and rest of the chapters 
amplifying and explaining those same preceding particulars. 

Were it even true that " the spirit of infidelity" was " noted 
in ike scripture of truth" that spirit could not be said to be 
ingrafted upon Popery, but Mohammed ism ; for the vision is 
of the Eastern Empire, and relates the history of the He- 
Goat and his little horn " waxing great, even to the host of 
heaven," and has nothing to do with the Western Roman 
Empire; and though Mr. Kett, Mr. Faber, Cunninghame, 
Cooper, and others, have dwelt very much on that spirit as 
evidence of the very last days, it may in truth be said even to 
have been embodied in the " blasphemies" of the Western 
beast, and in the " dark sentences" of the king of fierce 
countenance, and that this spirit will contijiue to manifest itself 
in still more hideous forms from the mouths of the Dragon, 
Beast and False Prophet, till they meet their doom in the 
battle of Armpgeddon. It is important that tlie religious 
world (for none other concern themselves with such sub- 
jects), should be brought back to first principles, and not gad 
abroad with every writer on prophecy, however high the 
authority, or however distinguished in the Church and in the 
world his station may be ; and many have existed who have 
clothed their sentiments with authority because of their 
station, yet have handed down to posterity the most erro- 
neous tenets, which still obtain an ascendancy ; because such 
is the dereliction of human minds, that they will not take 
the trouble to think nor examine for themselves. Nor need 
these suggestions move any sentiment of animosity. Every 
man's principles are to be judged of, "of what sort they are;" 
and the fear is, whether, in appeals made to the understand- 
ings of men, many false prophets and false Christs will not 
arise, or may not have already risen. 

The candid inquirer, who has no system to establish, and 
who would judge between the policy of contending parties, 
would argue, with Mr. Faber, in his definition of the eighth 
chapter, which -contains the Iiistory of Mohammediam, for to 
him the merit of the discovery (the exhibition of it at least) 
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in its lucid and just arrangement, is due ;• whilst, at the same 
time, he would be inclined, probably, to doubt his exposi- 
tion of the latter part of the eleventh chapter ; but it does 
seem remarkable, that the prophecy of *' what is noted in the 
Scripture of truth,' should be taken away from that people 
on whose behalf Daniel was incessantly pouring out his fer- 
vent supplications to Ood, their Redeemer and King; and 
though engaged in the service of the first tyranny, neverthe- 
less constantly lamented the desolations brought on his be- 
loved Jerusalem. It would be still more extraordinary, if, 
when seeking information respecting a vision, at which '^ he 
was astonished^ and which none understood,'* he is told to 
** understand the matter , and consider the vision;'* or, when 
again blessed with a further revelation, he is told, by some 
awftil existence, that he '^ is come to make him understand 
what is to befal his people in the latter days,'' and of which, 
when about to relate what he had heard and seen, tiien de- 
clares that he ** understood the thing, and had understanding 
of the vision" — that " what is noted in the Scripture of 
truth,'' the very thing which was revealed to him, and which 

ft 

he understood, should concern, not " his people," but " the 
spirit of infideUty ingrafted upon Popery" in the western 
empire. Such a conception seems far beyond the bounds of 
judicious investigation, and the sober rules of fair and bibUcal 
criticism. 

Mr. Frere*s system of individual kings, has, doubtless, led 
him astray, and more especially, ver. 36, in his explanation of 
Dan. xi., of '^ the King that shall do according to his will;" 
and yet with what reason the same rule of interpretation is 
not to be applied to " the King of fierce countenance" 
{Dan. viii. S3) does not appear ; because the little horn, just 
as well as the great horn, might be said to be an individual 
king. In consenting to receive Mr. Faber's interpretation of 
this symbol, it is obvious that he must sacrifice his own prin- 
ciples, because Mohammedism, as he admits, though spring- 
ing from ** the little horn" of the he-goat, has its explanatory 
symbol in ** the king of fierce countenance;" and, therefore, 
neither does the little horn, nor the king of fierce counte- 
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nance, denote an individual, but a succession of individuals, 
and a kingdom; and equally so must It be contended, that 
even the great horn does not intend an individual king, but 
the dynasty of Alexander, so long as it contuiued, till the 
imperial power was broken up and divided amongst the four 
horns. It is, perhaps, to be held certain, that " the wicked 
man" of the prophets, and " the righteous man from the 
east," aie to be considered not as individuals, but as powers, 
embodying all their successors, precisely as " the image of a 
man" in Daniel denotes the four successive sovereignties ; 
and that the expectation of any single being, more outrageous 
in his conduct, or blasphemous in his sentiments than 
those which have hitherto usurped the Divine sovereignty, 
and trodden " the sanctuary under foot," is neither warranted 
in Scripture nor in reason. The whole system of blasphemy 
and darkness is probably personified in the symbolical cha- 
racters of Death and Hell, as predicted by Hosea, and 
judgment to be accordingly expected; and well does the pro- 
phecy of Daniel accord with this explanation, and proves to 
demonstration, when the voices of the other prophets are 
heard, that Jerusalem the holy, and " the holy people" "his 
people" " the people of Daniel" are the burden of his pro- 
phecy, whether in the east or in the west. 

It may be observed, that the vision of the metallic image 
may be considered the nucleus of Daniel's prophecies, to 
which every other portion of his predictions must refer ; and 
that the vision of the four beasts, and the vision of the ram 
and he-goat, with its explanatory declarations, terminate 
with the judgment of the feet and toes, and are synchro- 
nical and parallel visions, according to the times in which their 
first symbob appear, and that their prophetical histories con- 
sequently end with the rise of the kingdom of the little stone. 
There is, in fact, no real distinction of symbols, whether the 
tyrannical emphe be represented by a symbolical man or a 
ferocious wild beast, except that the man more decidedly 
signifies the sovereignty, and the beast the territorial surface 
of the tyrannical empire; nor need it be disguised, a truism, 
indeed, which ought to be enforced, that if, in tlie language 
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not prophecy, the'present condition >of llie worlds bofth east 
j»nd westy and the rule of &os6 territories be undei^ the domi- 
nion of the present ^sting dragon, and the present existing 
bea8t> these are the tyrannies denounced by Gbdi-and on 
which die full weight jof his wrath must finally fidU ' 
. It is a point also of importance, that whatever powers may 
occupy,, either now or in any future day, until thd tmry^xpira* 
tion of the perk)d^ the Gentile times, or of ** the time, times 
and a half," or ^cf the '' 1S60 days," or of tlie «' forty and two 
months;." a&d» therefore, whether tihe Turkish or Greek, or 
holy Roman, be the predominant powers of ** the great city," 
they must still be considered as composing the fourth empire; 
the voice of prophecy declaring that jio Jifth empire should 
ever arise, ^ave that of ^ the fittle stone," or of " the saints." 
The kingdom of the httlehom ^* waxing exceeding great," 
must, therefore, be equally considered a division of the fourth 
power conquering those territories which formerly belonged 
to the ram: and ihe he-goat, because it arose subsequent to 
the estabJUshm^it of the Roman empire; and certain it is,, 
that at .the 'Very time, of the Mohammedan ascendancy, the 
Arab (tribes ware tributary to the Roman power; and stiB 
mont oemarkably did the Tixrkish> power,* on *^ killing" or 
esverthrowingtfce Greek empire, adopt the title of '^' Impera- 
tor," and assumed all the ancient imperial i^mbols of power. 

So fitr from ^ the spirit of infidelity" being ingrafted, whe* 
ther on MohannDedism or Popery, as a distinct power, it will 
appear, that the ninth chapter of Daniel is given in answer to 
bis ptrayer eonoaning the. vision of the eighth chapter ; 
whence the whole revelation of what is called *' the prophecy 
of ;tbe seventy wedks'*;may be considered a component part of 
that same ^vision ;• and that which is revealed, as being ** noted 
in the Scripture of truth," is a still further explanation, both 
of the eigfatb aiid ninth, concerning the people of Daniel; the 
twdfth . chapter declaring the resurrection of the dry bones 
from the appointed burial in their graves, or distant countries,"^ 
duriogthe ]»rescribed influence, and during '^ the desolations 
deterHiine4" of the Moli^anmedan ascendancy, and their pos- 
segsiw of Palestine. 
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The latter part of Daniel's eighth chapter (ver, 19 — 25), is 
obviously an explanation of ver.G — 12, and to no other prince 
tliat should come, nor to any other overspreading of abomi- 
nations, or of " tiie abominable armies," than the king of 
fierce countenance, who was '* to destroy wonderfully," can 
the revelation of the ninth chapter possibly relate. In what 
respects, therefore, the eleventh chapter, or " that which is 
noted in the Scripture of truth," agrees vfith the prophecy of 
the eighth chapter, it may be desirable to show. The real 
gbt of the prophecy of the eighth chapter is the rise of a 
great horn after the fall of the Persian power, because it 
waxes very great, and, when strong, is broken, and four other 
notable horns succeed. The httlc horn, or " the king of 
fierce countenance," which is the consummation of the pro- 
phecy, arises " in tlie end of their reign," for so the words 
are to be literally translated. It is, however, obvious, that 
the transgressions of this fierce and impious power consist 
in " the trampling down of the sanctuary;" "in waxing great, 
even to the host of heaven;" " in standing up against iAff 
Prince of princes" and " in practising, and prospering, and 
destroying wonderfully:" yet it is to be observed, that the 
power spoken of is connected with the period of " two thou- 
sand three hundred days," and consequently must it be with 
the history of a people existing in the reason of things long 
before any Christian community was established. Even the 
triumph of the ram, therefore, must be the triumph over 
that same people ; and the whole is a connected history con- 
cerning the people of Israel, or, " the mighty and the holy 
people." 

But in order to a right understanding of this interesting 
prophecy, and more especially in reference to ihe eleventh 
chapter, there is another question on which commentators 
appear to have greatly erred, which respects that remarkable 
phrase, employed both by our Lord and Daniel, as to "the' 
abomination which maketh desolate." With few exceptions,- 
and, perhaps without exception, this phrase, when employed 
by Christ, has been supposed to relate to the Roman destruc- 
tion of Jerusalem by Titus, yet did our Lord refer to the ■ 
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record of the ptophet, and observed, ** let him that readeth 
understand.^* But Daniel has no corresponding symbol, 
except what is connected with the Mohammedan power. It is 
impossible so to apply that phrase, xii. II; for had the 
Roman power been intended, as it respects the destruction of 
Jerusalem, the period is passed when " the power of the 
holy people would cease to be scattered,*' which obviously 
precedes, by thirty years, the taking away of " the abominisi- 
tion which maketh desolate." It occurs also in three other 
places, with almost precisely the same words in the original, 
more especially chap. xi. 31 ; and unless we dare presume 
that the Holy Spirit breathes a different language when he 
employs the same terms, which may almost be deemed blas- 
phemous to imagine, that expression, in this and in every 
other place wherever it occurs, must refer to the Mohammedan 
power also. Why, indeed, we are to depend on the techni- 
cality of phrases in the Apocalypse, and not apply the same 
rule to the prophecies of Daniel, does indeed seem strange, 
thotigh it may be convenient to the hypothesis of ah expositor 
to deviate from such a proper standard. A similar phrase 
occurs, chap. viii. 13. in connexion with the history of the 
little horn, and obviously (ver. 19.) with that which is to be 
considered " the last end of the indignation.** In that ex- 
planation, "the king of fierce countenance '* performs pre- 
cisely the same acts, and speaks the same things, as are 
related of ** the little horn," ver. 12, 13; justifying the con- 
clusion, that no other power than the Mohammedan can be 
intended. 

There remains but one expression of a similar nature, and 
that is concerning the people of the Prince that should come, 
and tvith " the wing of abominations" make the land deso- 
late, or with ** the abominable armies;** which last word is 
the very one employed by St. Luke, and which, in con- 
nexion with those of the other evangelists, who speak of 
the " abomination which maketh desolate," evidently refers 
to the prophetic language of Daniel; atoing, signifying «n 
oppressing or overshadowing power, which was to " stand up 
against the Prince of princes ;" but no pxiiice that should 
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come can be intended, save that spoken of as " the king of 
fierce countenance j" stil! showing, however, that not both, 
but one only of the wings of the great eagle is referred to, and 
not when Rome stood alone, but when it was divided, which 
never took place till the sixth or seventh century, and it is in 
answer to his prayer, concerning the eighth chapter, that 
Daniel is told to " understand the matter, and consider the 
vision" 

Independantly of this remarkable CKpression, " the abo- 
mination which uiaketh desolate," occurring Dan. xi. 31, it is 
very obvious, that a precisely similar character is foretold^ 
ver. 36 : " the king that shall do according to his will," as in 
ch, viii. 23, 24', " the king of fierce countenance :" and if the 
other symbols of Dan. viii., concerning the horns of the he- 
goat, agree with the pro])lietical history of the eleventh chap- 
ter, there can hardly be a question, that the " one maa 
clothed in linen " is revealing to Daniel, in that chapter, a 
fuller detail of particulars predicted in the vision of the 
he-goat ; and, in referrence to this vision, no truth seems to 
be more clearly established than that it contains, as unan- 
swerably demonstrated by Mr. Faber, " Mohammedism, and 
nothing but Mohammedism." 

In Dan. xi. no person can doubt that " the mighty king" 
represented Alexander ; and yet not that monarch alone, but 
the power existing, till the division of the empire into four 
monarchies, or horns, and these not relating to individuals, 
except so far as the people of God were concerned, for what 
are the potsherds of the earth, in the estimation of God, 
but in reference to his covenant love and covenant people; tlie 
four horns are kingdoms with kingly successions, finally sub- 
siding into two, the Lagidse and tlie Seleucida;, whose history 
continues to ver. 30. If, therefore, we find the little horn of 
Dan. viii. 8, and the Jour horns, with a precisely similar ex- 
pression, viz, divided " towards the /our minds of heacen," 
(viii. 8, xi. 4,) it is very evident that there exists a connexion 
between these two chapters; and we must necessarily be led 
to expect the history of " the little horn," as well as of " the 
great horn," or " the four notable horns : " hut it no where 
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occurs; except in ver. 31^ which agrees with the times of. the 
Mohammedan power, ch.xii. 1 1, or in xi.36, which perfectly co- 
incide/with chap. viii. 21, and which, according to the angelic 
interpretation, is the little horn, or, synonymously, '^ the king 
of fierce countenance.** 

It does, therefore, seem unaccountable, that with $uch con- 
necting clauses, or prophetical indications, (and well has it 
heen observed by Mr. Fraser, that such indications are to be 
taken as the corresponding loops in the curtwis of the taber- 
nacle, showing which and what parts are to be joined toge- 
ther,) but it is beyond the powers of comprehension, that 
either Mr. Frere, or any other commentator, should contend 
for any other power, or infidel king, than the Mohammedan ; 
and surely that dreadful and terrible imposture has done mis- 
chief and shed blood enough to justify the most vivid expres- 
sions : but were more required to satisfy the prophetical mind, 
it is contained in the corresponding and connecting judg- 
ments ; the declarations of the interpreter, concerning ** the 
king of fierce countenance," being that *' he shall be broken 
without hand," (viii. 25,) or, as to ** iht king that shall do 
according to his will," ** he shall come to his end, and none 
shall help him," (xi. 45.) Here, then, *^ the general structure 
of the Apocalypse^* of Mr. Frere must begin to fail the 
author ; for, if one of ** his great subjects of prophecyl^ that 
of '^ Infidelity," which he lays as the basis of his theory in 
expounding the visions of Daniel, cannot stand, the general 
slanicture of the Apocalypse, built on the same site, and on 
similar foundations, must fall to the ground; and, by an 
examination of his hypothesis in this respect, it will be made 
apparent, that scarcely any one proposition which he has 
maintained, is strictly and prophetically correct. 

Before, however, we pass to this ficild of argument, it may 
be observed, that were the theses of Mr. Frefe admitted to be 
tenable, as they respect Daniel, his propositions concerning the 
Apocalypse would not even then hold good. To Daniel he 
assigns the three leading topics of Popery, Mohammed ism, and 
Infidelity ; but in St. John h^ finds the Western Empire, Jthe 
Eastern Empire, and " the Chuirch;" but where is the Spirit 
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of InSdelity I Else, in perfect opposition to the principles 
before maintained, it must be found in the Church, if, aa he 
asserts, there be only three leading parallehsms, though these 
are too many; yet, if these three leading topics be distinctly 
revealed in Daniel, they must necessarily be found also in 
St. John. This, however, is a subject of comparatively small 
moment. It is to his general structure that objections may 
best be urged, and to his relying more on technical phrases, 
though in themselves important, than on the signification of 
symbols, and their connexion with other prophecies of those 
prophets which have spoken since the prophetic world 
began, which can alone give a true outline, and the real 
bearing of the mind of the Spirit. 

The plain and simple rule of prophecy must be that to 
which " all the prophets ^ive witness ;" and though, ulti- 
mately, the glory of the Redeemer is the grand object of the 
prophets, yet that glory is not attained without the vindica- 
tion of his righteous attributes, and the perfect completion of 
all his gracious promises ; nor can that kingdom be estab- 
lished which is uniformly predicted, nor " his will be done 
on earth, as it is in heaven," till the recovery of his ancient 
people, to which also all the prophets have spoken, and this 
people likewise be established in glory, with dominion over 
the nations, even " the dominion under the whole (prophetic) 
heaven," which is promised to " the saints " according to the 
good pleasure and sovereign purpose of the Lord their God- 

The tenn " the Church," is one generally adopted, with 
what reason, in the sense uBually aiHxed to it, and which Mr. 
Frere has repeated so very frequently in his " general struc- 
ture," and probably with the meaning of " the Gentile 
Cliurch," the Jews being considered as cut off, as if the 
God of heaven were a changeable being like ourselves, and 
had transferred his love from his own ancient people to the 
Gentile world, remains to be explained. All that can be 
gathered from the Scriptures is this, that the widowed and 
desolate bride, " the wife of youth," is put away for a time, 
but shall be again brought back, adopted and espoused, and 
be a diadem of glory in the hand of her God ; and that the 
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desolate shall have many more chOdren than she which hath 
an husband, that woman who is '* clothed with the Imperial 
Sun/' figuratively^ the husband or adulterer with that woman, 
and certainly not her who has *' the Sun of Righteousness ** 
as her glory; and with this agrees the argument of the 
apostle. The church is still the Jewish olive-tree ; the Gen- 
tiles are branches of the wild olive-tree, and h<ave been 
grafted in ; but there is much more reason now to fear that 
the Gentile branches will be cut off, and the natural branches 
be grafted in, when it will become a question, whether or 
not the church be not exclusively as before the Jewish oUve- 
tree; or, in reality, "the true church," *Uhe bride of the 
Lamb ;" nor can it be disputed, that the kingdom, or rather, 
the Gospel of the kingdom, has beeh offered to all the nations, 
and kindreds, and tongues, and peoples of the Roman earth ; 
and preached as a witness both to and against them, and has 
been rejected. " They will not, therefore, have him to reign 
pver^them," whp is constituted " ab origine*' the Sovereign of 
that kingdom, and therefqre is the sentence gone forth against 
them, and will be infallibly executed ; for when the Son of 
Man cometh, will he find more fisdth on the ealrth th$n at his 
first advent ? We boast of our labpurs, our multiplied charities^ 
and our numerous converts, yet, as compared with the efforts, 
and the benevolent institutions, apd the number of the Jew- 
ish nation, who appreciated truth, at more especially shortly 
after his first advent, there were probably a far greater num- 
ber of converts, and more beneficence before the desolations 
of Jerusalem, than are now to be found amongst the Gentile 
world. If the Jews were then rejected, so will the Gentiles 
now, L e. nationally considered, in reference to the distin- 
guished honour designed, and it will then appear what is to 
be understood by " the church ,*" for then shall " M the trees 
of the field acknowledge that the Lord hath exalted the 
DRY TREE of Israel." Thus, " all the trees" may indeed 
signify churches, as well as " the dry tree." So even are to 
be applied the words of our Lord in reference to the signs of 
his coming. " When, ye see the fig-tree, and. aU tJie trees 
putting forth leaves, then know ye that ftummer< is nigh. a|; 
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hand." And thus hkewise does the Psalmist advert to the 
subject, (Ps. xlv.) when celebrating "the bride," he speaks 
also of " the mrgins, her companions," as " fier honourable 
women" which are churches in a similar sense to that in 
which the bride is to be understood. 

A church is frequently represented by "a woman," as 
well as by a symbolical tree, yet the symbol does not denote 
universality, but strictly signifies a national church. She, 
therefore, who assumes the attributes of Sovereign authority, 
temporal and ecclesiastical, clothed as she is with " the Sun," 
and trampling on " the Moon," " the Sun of Righteovgftess " 
not having even yet dawned on the ecclesiastical hemisphere, 
can only intend the Papal power; and therefore must she be 
the victim of wrath, "the smoke of whose torment is to 
ascend up for ever and ever ;" the true bride neither making 
her appearance, nor putting on her white raiment, the 
tokens of victory and righteousness, till the very moment 
the Mighty Conqueror is going forth to war agwnst the 
Dragon, Beast, and False Prophet ; and then is it, that under 
the sixth seat, the Sun is to be darkened, and the Moon 
turned into blood, and " Great Babylon comes in remem- 
brance before God, to give unto her the cup of the wine 
of the fierceness of his wrath." Whilst commentators are 
therefore laying the flattering unction to their souls, that the 
Protestant British Nation are the chosen bride, as if " the 
British Isles" were the Mount Zion of the Lord of Hosts^ 
and are comforting one another with words of peace, " whilst 
there is no peace ;" it may be questioned, whether or not 
there be any distinct symbol in the Apocalypse, whether of 
this or any other nation, other than as the children of Jeze- 
bel, or as the daughters of the Papal harlot, and in this 
suspicion, the churches, so called,^f every community, and 
of every denomination, seem to be involved. There is, un- 
doubtedly a tiue seed of individuals grafted as branches, or 
rather, as the leaves of the sprigs of branches, trans- 
planted fi'om the wild into the good olive-tree, but they are 
not visible, during the times of the woman of the twelfth 
chapter, in any other character than as those who are reckoned 
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** feUow^ervcmts " during the timp of tbe fiAb seal, or aa 
**theblood of the martyrs of Jesus^ which serves to fiU^ as' 
wen as ** the blood of the ScuntSj** the gilded cup of die 
great whore ; or, as those " who were beheaded for the wit- 
ness of Jesus ;** for the assumption of their " havinig thdr. 
Father's name writteu in their foreheads," (xiv, 1 ; xxii. 4.) 
or being '^ sealed as the servants of God in their foreheads^*^ 
(vii. 4.) may be utterly denied. On the contrary, whilst every 
&ithful follower of the Lamb may expect to escape the 
things which are next coming upon the earth, and be saved 
in the great day of the wrath of the Lamb; yet the symboli- 
cal aspect of this country, as connected with the Apocalypse^ 
can only be considered in the language of symbols, and ia 
the revelation of the mind of God, as a horn of the beast^ 
or as a portion of the dominion of the Roman Empire, on 
which the fiery judgment is universally to obtain. 

BXAMINATION OF THB APOCALYSSE* 



IxL order to obtain a correct view of the Apocalypse,, much 
close: application of mind is required concerning the agentg 
who conduct its movements, or distinguish its triumphs ; and 
more particularly b it to be noticed, that the Divine Exist- 
ence is never even represented by symbols, but wheh in the 
course oCjudgment, at the last day> or in his state of triumphs 
That the vision itself, literally took pkce in the h^aven^ or 
that the voices or trumpets were heard in the heavens, exce[it 
as the heavens may be deemed symbolical, seems beyond the 
stretch of human imagination; that the visions concerned 
^ the heaven," or the universal church, there can be as little 
question; but the church must have a local habitation, or 
resting-place, and that territory is the prophetic earth; or 
which may be equally expressed, and in language perhape^ 
more comprehensible, the site of the four tyrannies, including 
Assyria, Israel, and Egypt, formerly subdued, and still held 
in subjection, by the present existing tyrannies. . It i^ indeed^ 
impossible to suppose that St. John saw the four beasts in 
heaven, which, m &ct» are the four tyrannic^'; or that it. can 



be 8 real flight of ihe apostate woman from heaven to the 
wilderness. The symbolic language uniformly pervades the 
Apocalypse, and where the heaven is concerned, spiritual 
things are intended ; or the earth and seas, then temporal 
and secular matters are the objects of revelation. 

Tliere is one point on which an opinion may be safely 
pronounced, that He who sits on "the great and white 
throne" at the last day, is Christ, when He returns the 
second time in glory, " for the Father," as himself has 
said, "judgeth no man, but committeth all judgment to 
the Son, that all men should honour the Son, even as 
they honour the Father ;" and it is his special commission, 
and his righteous undertaking; to put down all rule, and 
all authority, and power, until he shall liave brought the 
world in subjection, and restored it to its original condition : 
but it would be a gross and absurd conception, or dereliction 
from truth itself, even to sunnise, that he appears in the 
Apocalypse under any of the symbols in which he manifests 
his power on any occasion, else would he appear many more 
times than a second time; or that any of the symbols are to he 
understood literally. These are mere tokens denoting times 
and circumstances, and the powers with which he has to do, 
through the medium of hia agents; or they indicate the means 
by which he is secretly, and though silently, yet effectually, 
accomplishing his own designs, for his own glory, and the 
good of his people. It may also be deemed a point of almost 
absolute certainty, that whenever he is represented as clothed 
with symbols, these symbols denote a time of triumph, and 
refer to the events of the very last period. 

Thus, the promises made to the seven churches, types of 
the seven national churches of the last day, are connected 
by some one distinguishing mark or other with that day. 
Such also is his appearance on the throne, {Rev. iv.) when 
arrayed in ilames, or " like a jasper and a cornelian," and is 
contending with the four beasts, who are sometimes " in the 
MIDST," and sometimes " round about the throne," for the 
possession of his throne, even Jerusalem, which is the throne 
of the last days ; or, as a lamb with seven horns, and seven 
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eyes, ^hea In possession of liis Idngdom^ having fetilmed 
from liis Roman triumph^ and then dissolves the mystejrious 
dispensation of hb enemies. In breaking open the sealed book ; 
or, as the great Angel from heaven, swearing that ^time 
^ball be no longer,*' that the mystery is accomplished, ao^ 
proclaims the deliverance of his people ; or, as seated on a 
wlute cloud with the golden crown on his head, when he is 
^bout to reap his people Israel, and therefore announces, by 
the symbols, his time of victory; or, as the angel, who 
lightens the Papal earth with his glory, corresponding with 
the prophecy of Ezekiel concerning the glory of the Lord 
entering .the temple from the east ; or, as going forth on the 
white horse, when the time of judgment of the eastern 
dragon, and western beasts has arrived, and when he is 
to possess^ as denoted by ^^ the rod of iron," the full sove- 
reignty of the Roman Empire ; and, also, as reigning with his 
saints upon earth, when the judgment of his Roman enemies 
is going forward, because then those who have the mark of 
Ihe beast are to be judged. His owh second coming being de- 
jcidedly that, when he is to sit on the great White Throne, 
a decbive token of his universal victory over principalities 
and powers, to judge aU nations, corresponduig with the 
earthquakes of the seventh and last seal, and of the seventh 
and last (but jiot the sixth) trumpet. 

All subordinate agents may be deemed national ; such as 
the Cherubim, the Trumpet Angels, the Thundering Angels, 
iall which tokens denote war ; as well as the loud voices of the 
heaven, indicating church concerns, and proclaiming de- 
liverance from enemies, and for the benefit of his chosen 
people. If this were an age of miracles, some interposing 
and special providence might be expected ; but God has al- 
ways worked by means since the Spirit of inspiration has 
ceased; and there is no reason to expect, either now or at 
any other time, till the very last day, other than his constantly 
overruling the designs of men, whether good or bad, to the 
carrying forward the grand plan of revelation, concerning his 
own future glory. The point suggested, however, as to the 
use of subordinate agents, may be illustrated by a reference 

n 
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to Ezekiel, where " a lilan like unto brass" measures the 
temple, and traces the boundaries of the city of the twelve 
tribes, and therefore denotes a Macedonian agent ; the like 
office is performed by the Vial-bearing Angel of the Apo- 
calypse, for the same people, at the same point of time, and 
must equally denote the same, or a similar, agent. A mighty 
Angel (Rev. xviii.) takes up a stone like a great millstone, 
and casts it into the sea (or Western Empire,) proclaiming, 
" Thai with violence shall that great city Babylon be thrown 
down, and be found no more at all for ever," and therefore 
denotes the Turkish power ; because, on reference to ch. siv. 
10, "_/i»-e,6rJ»n*(oMe,oirtrf*mwAe" are the judgment of the Papal 
Harlot ; but these are the positive symbols of the Turkish 
power, as unanimously agreed, under the sixth trumpet. Nor 
may this conjecture be deemed " far-fetched, forced, nor fan- 
ciful," for stone, or mountain of stone, is the very symbol 
employed by Daniel ii. 45 ; v. 4, to denote that power ; and 
thus " the little stone" cut oat of the mountain of stone, must 
be supposed to intend Judea, a small province, as it is of the 
great Turkish mountain. But the symbol employed by St. 
John is a stone like a great mill-stone, and therefore presumes 
the full weight and wrath, and the utmost putting forth of the 
strength of the Turkish Empire, which is to overwhehn the 
Papal Harlot, and crush her to atoms ; her riches having 
first been consumed by her own sons, the ten Kings. Nor 
let it be imagined that this is an enemy to be despised ; if the 
interpretation given of prophecy be correct, the power named 
is the embodying of " Satan," the Serpent, the Dragon, and 
the true successor of the Eastern Roman Empire. However 
vague and contradictory the language of symbols may appear 
to some minds, it has, nevertheless, a perfect and definite 
sense, as it respects every object intended or term employed : 
the only difl5culty is to arrive at its true meaning, which is to 
compare scripture with scripture, and this with historical 
^ts. It may, nevertheless, be presumed a species of pro- 
phetical daring to interpret concerning future events ; but the 
man who lived in Daniel's times would have been deemed an 
infidel had he seen the Babylonic Empire arise under the 
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symbol of a lAon^ and not have expected it| according to tlie 
word of QoAy to be overthrown by some other eihpire, de^ 
scribed by a Bear ; but had he lived and seen that second em- 
phre furiously attacked and overcome by another power pre- 
dicted of as a Leopard^ how strong would have been his oaa- 
victions dia ta fourdi, still more dreadfol and terrible power, 
wotdd arise to traniple in the dust and tear in pieces the empire 
signified by the Leopard ; and such would have been his pre- 
possessions, that a symbol, the sense of which was onceftscer-^ 
tained, had a definite meaning. These are the circumstances 
also: under which we may be justly called to judge respecting 
the true intent and explicit meaning of the Apocalypse. 

We have seen then that |;he prophecies of Daniel have 
some beariiig oh the question concerning the Jewish nation^ 
and that there is a possibility ; such an expression almost de- 
serves to be reprobated, for it is an absolute certainty, if the 
Prophets, and not the Interpreters of Prophecy are to be 
believed, that the People of Israel will again rise to distinc-^ 
tion and to glory. But if, as Mede and Newton agree, ** the 
revelation of St. John is Daniel explicated," the assumption 
of false titles for any other people, or the unfounded and un- 
qualified pretensions to the privileges and promises of that 
people must be perfect robbery,, a daring outrage against the 
law of their God. In' what light, then, does the work of 
Mr. Frere, in his '^ general structure of the Apocalypse,** 
stdnd; or the dissertations of the Bev. IVIr. Irving, who 
has denied to the Jew any participation, much less the 
es^clusive distinction, in the Revelation of St John? Were 
that apostle living, who was himself a Jew, and the Messenger 
to flie seven Jewish Churches in Asia (for were they not HeU 
leiustic Churches?) the indignation which he would manifest 
may be better imagined than expressed i but to his testimony 
may the theories of these celebrated men be submitted, and 
the judgment due be consequently awarded^ 

Interpreters of prophecy will differ, and the right con* 
struction of any portion of revektion depends much on the 
strength of mind, or dii the capaeijljr of the individual attempt^ 
ing ft to judge ; becaufi^ men are neither now blessed with the 
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spirit of prophecy, nor are intuitively capable of" rendering 
a reason;" that capacity is to be obtained, in some degree 
however, either by constant habit, previous acquirements, or 
the attention being directed more to symbols than words. It 
would be vanity to suppose that man can acquire instanter a 
sound judgment on such matters ; but it may, nevertheless, 
be laid down as a rule that, in whatever dissertation it may 
be in which the Jew is excluded, or not made the prominent 
object, the author is either deficient in prophedcal lore, or is 
" a Tyro in tiie school of prophecy " 

So fiir, however, from the Jew being excluded the Apoca- 
lypse, it will be found that it i s the Jew, and the Jew only, who 
occupies the conspicuous point in all the important revelations 
given by St. John. Their cause is denoted by " the golden 
girdle" of the Governor of the Seven Churches, gold aoAJine 
gold being their distinctive character in the former, as it will 
be again in the latter day. Babylon is only " the exactress of 
gold," and that from having conquered the Jewish nation. 
That power was also predicted by " the Lion," but " ike 
Lion of the tribe of Judah " finally prevails. It recurs also 
under the symbol of the Philadelphean Church — is denoted 
by the rainbow, as a token of his new covenant with the 
Jewish nation, as well as by the elders who have their crowns 
of gold; and by " the throne," which is Jerusalem, as well as 
by the nature of the judgment which then takes place, and 
synchronises with that of Daniel vii. 10. It is revealed under 
the first four Seals, which Is the history of the tyrannies — 
those barbaric powers which have brought into subjection the 
ancient People of God, and is particularly distinguished by 
the four sore plagues under the Roman monarchy of Rev. 
vi. 8, as compared with Ezek. xiv. 21, and Dan. xi. 3Z, The 
Altar of the fifth Seal denotes them, and they are the afilicted 
who receive the white robes, connecting that prophecy with 
Rev. vii. 9, not only by the chosen as the frst fruits of the 
nation ,■ again seen. Rev. xiv. 1, and xxii. 4, but also by the 
great multitude. The golden altar is their symbol, and de- 
notes a time of tritmiph. It is then in the holy place, and the 
incense ascends with acceptance, whilst judgment conse- 
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quently follows^ in answer to the prayers of the Holy People, 
on theur enemies. The little open hook, and therefore visible 
io all maitkindi is their history^ in contradistinction from the 
seated book^ which is that of their enemies/ as compared with 
Ezei. ii. 9^ 10, iii. 1 — S, and Dan. idu 4. They are one of 
the witnesses, if not both, f. e.^ as the ten and the two tribes 
trampled under foot during the forty-two weeks of the Mo- 
hammedan tjrranny : for, at all events,^/' the Witnesses," with 
the utmost latitude of interpretation, can only denote " the 
Jewish and the Greek Churches.'* It is their King who is 
seated on the white cloud, with the golden crown of Israel on 
his head, and then gathers his people and destroys their ene- 
mies, because '' He is come whose right it is" to wear that 
crown. They stand also on the sea of glass, singing their 
ancient songs, typical of their present deliverance, and the 
song of the lamb, denoting their conversion to Christ. They 
are represented by the true bride, who,ybr thejlrst time, puts 
on her white garments of victory and righteousness; and it 
is on their behalf that the Mighty Conqueror goes forth, as 
compared with Ps. xlv. and Isa. Ixiii. as well as Rom. xi. 26, 
Isa. lix. 20, and Ps. jdv. 7. They sit and judge on the; 
thrones, Itev. xx. 4, as " beheaded/or the word of God^ as 
well as those '^ who are beheaded for the witness of Jesus," 
and they are the inhabitants of that great and holy city. Rev. 
xx\. 4, compared with Ezek. xxxvii. S6| ^« and that great 
and holy city is a symbol of their empire ; on the gates of 
which are also inscribed the names of the twelve tribes, de- 
noting not only right of access, but sovereign authority, the 
gate being the place of judgment as well as of entry. If these 
points, and to these many more might be added, as Rev. xiii. 
7, compared with Dan. vii. 21, " the blood of the Saints,'* 
Rev. xvii. 6, in contrast with '' the blood of the martyrs of 
Jesus," &c. should be established, it may well be said that the 
Apocalypse is the prophetical history of the Jewish nation 
during the ascendancy of the tyrannies, and that it pronounces 
also their final and irrevocable triumph. 

The original government of Israel was a pure Theocracy. 
From the election of Saul to the period of the Baby Ionic cap- 
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a mixed Theocracy, the Lord raising up Shep- 
wliicli is the scriptural symbol of Kings, (though now 
;he term is understood in a direct contrary sense,) to rule and 
feed the people in his name, the priests being appointed to re- 
ceive the law at the hands of God, andesplainit to the people; 
and though it may be convenient to suppose that Christ spoke 
of himself spiritually as " the good Shepherd," and though 
the crook be now used by bishops instead of kings, it is not 
a spiritual term. That Theocratic Government will, how- 
ever, be re-established in the future day, when " the presence 
of God is in the midst of his people ;" then also shall the 
King rule in his name, and David be the King and Shepherd 
over them, whilst the house of Zadocare to be ministers to come 
near unto him in holy things. The intermediate history of the 
tribes, from their fall to their rise, is the ascendancy of the 
four tyrannies, and these tj'rannies are pourtrayed in the 
symbols of St. John. The whole is a contrast : the Daughter 
of Zion is opposed to the Daughter of Babylon ; the Lion of 
the tribe of Judah to the Babylonian Lion ; the last White 
Horse to the first White Horse ; the Mighty Conqueror to the 
Symbohc Image ; the Little Open Book to the Sealed Book 
which contains the mysterious history of the tyrannies ; and, 
besides other instances, the Great and Holy City to the 
Great City Babylon ; or the Lamb with Seven Horns to the 
Beast with Ten Horns. There is but one contest, that hetneen 
the Lord God of Israel and. the Elohim, or mighty ones of 
the nations ; or, to speak more precisely in the language of 
the Apocalypse, between " the Lamb with seven horns and 
seven eyes," and " the Dragon with seven heads and ten 
horns ;" the Old Serpent, who has embodied in the tyrannies 
his original principles of blood and desolation, in the de- 
struction of the works of God and his noblest image, Man ; 
or between the fifth Mighty Conqueror and the four Horse- 
men. A similar figure obtains in Daniel, that warfare is 
carried on between " the image of a man," and the One who 
sits on the throne ; or between the four beasts and Him whose 
symbol in the Apocalypse is " the Lamb." 
The general structure of the Apocalypse may therefore 
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nour be considered with more advaoitage^ not so much as it 
respects the system of Mr. Frer^ as that whidh has been sub- 
nntted to &e attention of the public in '^ l^e Eyen-tide;" 
and it may be affirmed that the entire history of the tyrannietif 
from their first rise to their final fall, is comprised within the 
seven Seals, and that all other parts of the Apocalypse are 
synchronical with some portion or other of those same seyen 
Seals. Like the prophecy of Daniel concerning the tyran- 
nical image, which has its collateral branches of the yision of 
the foinr Beasts with its Papal horn, and of the Ram and 
He-goat with its Mohammedan horn, so b constructed the 
Apocalypse of St. John with its vision of the Seven SealSf or 
the History of the Dragon, the symbol of the Universal and 
Tyrannical Empire ; and its collateral Branches of the Papal 
Tyrant ^^ Death/' or Western Beast, symbolised also by the 
bei^t and blasphemous mouth of Rev. xiii* or Beast and 
Harlot of Bev. xviL and the Mohammedan Tyrant, ^' Hell," 
and the exhibition of that tyranny under the fifth and sixth 
trumpets; but it is confined to these. The hypothesis of an 
infidel power has no place in the Apocalypse, though it may 
have been founded on the tradition of the Papal Church, la- 
bouring, as that Church has ever done, to avert from itself 
the application of Rev. xvii. ; but had the Papal and Mo- 
hammedan Powers sought ^^ Defenders o/* their /aith," they 
could not have found persons better suited to their views 
than Mr. Frere and Mr. Irving, because they have laboured 
to set up a power exceeding these atrocious ascendancies ; 
and, by diverting the public attention from them, are the 
best allies these dominant powers could have obtained, in 
what may be honestly called the Christian world. Pastorini 
is indeed a Papal author, but is to be considered inferior in 
exalting the Infidel power, supposed by the Papal Church 
yet to arise and obtain the ascendancy over the true Church, 
L e* the Papal, in the last days. As to what the fisitfaers have 
said, whose opinions have been recapitulated by Mr. Penn, 
and referred to by Mr. Irving, they are only to be attended 
to so far as they have spoken consistently with truth. Un^ 
less they were inspired^ (whilst, on the contrary, every one of 
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them may be proved to be eironeoua,) their words are of no 
value, except as brought to bear on the symbols of revelation 
itself; and it is notorious that the Fathers and the Papal 
Church founded their expectation of the Infidel power on the 
last change of the Scarlet-coloured Beast, which modern 
commentators, of the Protestant persuasion at least, and 
justly so, apply difFerently. We have the same word, 
with all the advantage of the events of fifteen centuries, and 
if we are not now better capable of interpreting prophecy, 
it shows rather the lapse of human intellect, and the servile 
disposition of bending to authorities which ought not to in- 
fluence an independent mind. 

The Rev. Mr. Irving, in similar sentiments to those of Mr. 
Frere, opens his scheme of the Apocalypse hy arranging its 
grand divisions of the seals to the west, the trumpets to tbe 
east, and the little book to " the Church ;" and conceives 
that the Epistles to the seven churches relate to the History 
of the Church preceding the times of Constantine ; conse- 
quently, the vision of " the One " on the throne, must have 
its epoch in those days, if the seals are then opened; contrary 
to the opinion of the generality of commentators, though 
admitted to be erroneous, when they refer this vision to the 
times of St. John, and its first seal, to the first progress of the 
Gospel ; and, contrary also to the symbols themselves, which 
refer to the subduing of the four beasts, and denote 
the final triumph, and to " the ten thousand times ten thou- 
sand, and thousands of thousands," which connect this 
vision with the judgment of Daniel. The first four seals, 
Mr. Irving, however, considers to relate to the overthrow of 
Paganism, which surely must have been overthrown when 
Constantine and his adopted church triumphed, and so waa 
he represented as slaying the dragon, then deemed the 
symbol of Paganism : at least this is the opinion of every 
author who has yet written on the subject, although many as- 
sert that theprinciples of Paganism revived in the Papal power, 
and that " the deadly wound of the beast was thus healed," 
but if so healed, Paganism still lives. It may suffice to assert, 
that a beast represents an empire, and not a spiritual power; 
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and that tfaie wound of a beast must be the uijury done eidier 
to its . sovereignty or its empire. Precisely similar is the 
symbol of the dragon^ which Constandne could not have 
sbdUf because it was the symbol which represented ike tj^ 
ranny of the day. Paganism^ therefore, is an ideal figure, 
not embodied in any one symbol of the Apocalypse, and the 
dragon was just as much the representative of Constantine, 
:as of Maxentius, or Maximin. 

On the principle adopted in the exposition of the eleventh 
<:hapter of Danid, the riders on the four horses are stated, 
by Mr. Irving, to represent individual kings, viz. r^-Constan- 
tine, Theodosius, Alaric, and Justinian. The fifth seal ocgin 
pies the interval of time from Justinian till the period of the 
sixth seal, which is the final Roman Judgment, commencing 
first, as he asserts, in France. 

,. In the prolongation of the period of the six seals, Mr. 
Irving has been preceded by Dean Woodhouse and Mr. 
Cuninghame ; though these dtSer from Mr. I. in assigning to 
the seventh seal, the simple office of indicating a change of sce- 
nery, and represent it as introductory of the seven trumpets, 
but in a former work, ** The Even-Tide,*' it has been shown 
that the seven seals clearly relate to the whole of the tyran- 
nical times, from their first rise to their final exit The whole 
question, however, as to any aound interpretation, rests on the 
nature of* the symbols, and it will be obvious, that the great 
leading principle of Mr. Irving is not a just one; and that 
the seak are not confined to i^ western empire. Even on 
Mr. I's own showing, Belisarius is no chief, but the delegate 
of. his master Justinian, and came not to desolate, but 
revive the Roman Empire in the west. How, therefore, can 
he be said to go forth under the symbolic characters oi Death 
and Hellf for these are the riders who lay waste and destroy 
that empire, which Belisarius came to sustam from the 
inroads of the Gothic hordes. Nor could the overthrow 
of. Paganism have been the object of Belisarius or Justi- 
nian, which had been as.e£EectualIy rooted out by Constan- 
tine, as at any subsequent period of time, the short reign of 
Julian only excepted. , . 
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Excellent as Mr. Irving may be in his general apprehen- 
sion of a period of slaughter about to come to pass, though 
certainly not well grounded on those just prophetic symbols 
on which such a proposition may be built, for every one 
of his theses would fail him, he is obviously deficient in 
his knowledge of the symbolic characters, and this, it may 
he presumed, is to be clearly shown. The leading character 
in the Apocalypse is the rider on the white horse of Rev. 
xix. Mr. Faber, and with him is Dean Woodhouse, sup- 
poses this symbol to indicate the same character who ap- 
peared on the first white horse, though not then specially 
named, each figure denoting the progress of the Gospel. 
It may be observed, that Mr. Irving entertains a more correct 
notion of the first horse as a secular symbol, and that four 
secular conquering powers are denoted; but to be consistent, 
the same interpretation must be given of the fifth horse and 
rider, and therefore a mere spiritual empire cannot be de- 
signed. The whole bearing of prophecy must be brought into 
question on such an occasion, and its corresponding niches 
or loops pointed out in order to arrive at truth, and the 
inquiry will then be. Docs the fifth horse and rider denote 
an Individual or an Empire? and in whatever sense the 
conclusion may be obtained, that is the meaning to be given 
to the first four horses and riders. 

In ascertaining this point, it must he recollected, that the 
two Beasts and ten Rings make war with " the Lamb, who 
is Lord of lords, and King of kings," manifestly declaring, 
that "the Lamb" is the triumphant Conqueror; hut who is 
it, will be the nest question, that prevails over " the Dragon, 
Beast, and False Prophet," but the Majestic Being on 
his white horse ? He, therefore, who is represented as the 
Mighty Conqueror, who has on his vesture and un his thigh, 
the name written of " King of kings, and Lord of lords," 
is " tite Lamb; " and obviously, He is also " the Lion of the 
tribe of Judah," who in the last days, not in the days of the 
Apostle, nor in the days of Constanline, dissolves the spell, 
and unseals the book of "the mystery of God," when its 
time, as sworn to by the angel of the tenth chapter, shall 
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have h^n fimhed : and therefore &e e^rent 4oe3 iH)t concenD 
PiaigwUtoif biul the '' Chreat City Bahylop^" retaining as she 
does her type of die ** Lion's mouth/' ^yen to the beast, hat 
is overcome by the Lion <tf the Jewish Nation^ the Lion of 
the tribe of Judah ; and the dissolution of the mystery^ or 
die breaking open the sealed book^ is^ in fact, the victory 
proclaimed over the Dragon^ Beast, and False Prophet; or 
%he Beast and his ten kings, or the Great City. 

But whether the symbol be " a Lion," or " a Lamb," or 
a mighty ^' Conqueror on a white horse/' the same power 
is denoted, and the question. again relums. Does the symbol 
denote an Individual, Or a Nation, or an Imperial power ? 
Without now entering on the question as to i;?hat may be 
tjhe real signification of the first four seals, it may be stated 
that '^the Lanib'' is not a simple lamb,, as oflfered for tib^ 
sins of the world, nor is his fleece stained with his own b)ood, 
but the blood of his enemies^ as a '' vesture dipped in blood /' 
as Isaiah also predicts, chap. Ixiil., but is ^* a Lamb with 
9e9en horns and seven ^yesJ' If the language of symbols 
speak truth, and truth is best understood by the symbols, this 
figure does not denote an individual, but an eff^ire; nOr are 
the seven horns, or seven eyes, as commentators say, a defi- 
nite for an indefinite number ; nor, as they imagine, denote 
perfection in any other sense than what God understands 
completeness ; but if the language of symbols sfieak truth, 
what is to be understood by *' a beast With ten horns/' but 
an empire of ten kingdoms ; or '^ a dragon with seven heads 
and ten horns," but a satank empire, or the universal tyranny 
of seven governing powers, and of finally, ten kingdoms. 
The symbol in question is, *^ a lamb with seven homs^^ and 
therefore is an empire of sevefi kingdoms ; and if it be an 
empire M'hich is equally represented by " a white horse and 
rider,'' or by "the Lion qf the tribe of Judah/' what be- 
comes of the first four horises and riders of St. John, but 
that they equally represent empires, and not four individuals 
of any one empke. The homogeneity of the symbols must 
be preserved, or '^confiisioh worse confounded" will be in- 
jntroduced into the principles of interpretation ^ and let it 
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be repeated, that though a different set of symbols is em- 
ployed in the vision of St. John, to wliat is adopted by the 
the spirit of God in the visions of Daniel, precisely the same 
truths are taught, those of the four tyrannies, and that "the 
Lamb," which is obviously a symbol, interchangeable with the 
Conqueror and the white horse, or the Lion of the tribe of 
Judah, is to be understood in reference to the four ferocious 
wild beasts of Daniel, and as much expresses the difference 
of the empire finally to prevail, as "a Lamb" is to be dis- 
tinguished from a/erociom wild beast, "dreadful and terrible, 
and .strong exceedingly." Dreadful and terrible, and strong 
exceedingly, will also be the Lamb, for " he shall gird his 
sword upon his thigh " as the " Most Mighty," the Lamb 
and the Conqueror being synonymous terms, and " his right 
hand shall teach him terrible things," and it is remarkable 
how, by some circumstance or other, all the prophecies hang 
together, teaching the same truths. " He shall not strive, 
nor cry, nor cause his voice to be heard in the streets or con- 
spicuous places of his empire, till " he send {orth. judgment 
unto victory" yet the obvious allusion is to the Lamb ; but 
this is the period of the triumph of his enemies, who are now 
both strivmg and crying, and are loudly vociferating their 
imperial denunciations. 

The honest student of prophecy, not adhering implicitly 
to the dictation of any man, will weigh well the suggestions 
offered on prophetical topics, and judge for himself, whether 
the scenery being changed, and a different set of symbols 
employed, whether also the same truths he not revealed as 
are precisely stated in Daniel's vision of the seventh chapter. 
Lethimexaminethesymbolsof the iirst four seals, and compare 
them ndnutely with the symbols of the four beasts of Daniel, 
and the conviction vrill necessarily arise, that the first four 
horses and riders of St. John are the four beasts of Daniel ; 
the last of the four horses and riders, comprehending the two 
great enemies of "the Siunts;" or " the people of the Holy 
Ones," the Jewish Nation ; which two little horns, demon- 
strated by Mr. Faber, to be the Papal and Mohammedan 
Tyrannies, and coalescing both in point of time and purpose, 
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are designated by St. Johni as well as by Hosea, under the 
more appropriate characteristics of *' Death and HblLi" from 
which tyrannies^ the children of Israel are finally to be dell- 
veredy when Christ, or the Lord their God, is to be their 
King. 

The synchronisms of the Apocalypse are of deep import^ 
ance to be understood, but depend more on symbols than 
words. Thus the white robes given to the 144,000 sealed 
of the twelve tribes, prove that when seen standing on Mount 
Zion, having the Seal of Grod on their foreheads, and being 
described as " the first fruits to God, even the Lamb,** as 
the 144,000 are the forerunners of the great multitude, that 
it is their time of triumph by the symbol of the white robes. 
The first prediction is evidently accomplished before the de« 
struction of the four winds (vii. 1.) appointed to desolate the 
Earth, Sea, and Trees ; so is the prediction of the 144,000 
on Mount Zion (xiv. 1.) previous to the desolation of the 
Papal Harlot by the Turkish fire and brimstone. The great 
multitude gathered out of all nations (vii. 9.) sjmchronises 
also with those who stand on the sea of glass, mingled with 
fire, (xv. 2, 3.) after the. desolations of the great whore, the 
judgments of God being then made manifest ; but this judg- 
ment is more fully explained, chap, xviii. and synchronises 
with chap. xiv. 8—11. The same judgment, when executed, 
is also depicted^ chap. xix. 1 — 3, and is succeeded by the 
rise of a power symbolised as '^ the Bride of the Lamb/* iii 
the place and stead of her on whom the judgment is exe* 
cuted ; but this symbol synchronises with Rev. xxi. 9, 10, 
the descent of *^ the great and holy city," which equally 
proves that as '^ the true bride'* succeeds to the Papal Har- 
lot, so does the " Great and Holy City" to *' the Great City" 
and '' the Great City Babylon ;" but if the Great City and 
the Great City Babylon unitedly compose an empire, tem- 
poral and ecclesiastical, so does the Great and Holy City a 
similar empire ; and as the Papal Harlot is a national and 
spiritual power, such also is " the true Bride of the Lamb ;" 
yet as it must be national, from the positive assurance by the 
Spirit of Inspiration, that those who are sealed are chosen 
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out of the twelve tribes of Israel ; and as they are again seen 
before the judgment of the Papal Harlot standing on Mount 
Zion, " having their father's name written on their fore- 
heads," and afterwards as " standing on the sea of glass 
mingled with fire, singing the song of Moses and the Lamb," 
and are the inhabitants of the " great and holy city the New 
Jerusalem," with " the seal of God in their foreheads," it 
seems impossible to conclude that any other dispensation can 
be intended, or any other people predicated, than that of the 
Jewish nation, in perfect consonance with all other predic- 
tions, more especially those of the prophet Isaiah. From 
this, also, may it be inferred, that as the Papal Power is yet 
standing, the sealing of tlie Children of Israel is not arrived 
so as to be distinguished as a leading trait in the accomplish- 
ment of prophecy. The standing of the HijOOO on Mount 
Zion, indicates a partial return previous to the destruction of 
the Papal Harlot. Their destinies are, in point of fact, con- 
nected, for " the cup must pass from the daughter of Zion 
to the daughter of Edom ;" and, consequently, the rise of the 
Jewish Nation will be the fall of tlie Papal Empire. The 
scenes are to be reversed. 

But there is another class of symbols made use of, that of 
earthquakes, as well as " the thunderings, and lightnings, and 
voices," which are symbols of a homogeneous quality, and 
which almost uniformly accompany earthquakes, and are all 
connected with the symbolical phrase, " the heaven," because 
the concussions of the heaven are attended with these several 
pbsenomena ; but " tlie keavetC' itself is literally the Church, 
and, when employed in the laitguage of prophecy, denotes on 
what account the events described by these phasnomena take 
place. The earthquake uniformly denotes a revolution in 
worldly concerns; and as it takes place from the concussion 
of the heavens, intends that the concerns of the Church are 
in question, and its effects are justly paralleled by those of a 
literal earthquake. There are " three great Earthquakes" 
spoken of in the Apocalypse, and these are synchronical : 
the first, under the sixth Seal, which is the dissolution of the 
Western Empire ; t^ secon d, at the close of the sixth Truoi- 
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.pet| on ^e expiration of flie forty-two months oppression of 
the witnesses, and is the breaking up of the Torkish Etn^ 
pire; aiid the third, which occars under the seventh Vial,, 
when the doom' of the Beast and False Prophet is sealed^ 
and the Dragon is bound ; but as the sixth Seal has a greai 
earthquake, and the sixth Trumpet a great earthquake, with 
which the seventh Vial ia concurrent, so the seventh Seal 
has an earthquake only, not a great earthquake, and the 
seventh Trumpet has an earthquake only, not a great earth«> 
quake; though this earthquake may be attended with a 
great hail, not noticed in the seventh Seal, yet it is obvioua 
that the seventh Trumpet coalesces in point of time with the 
seventh Seal, though it may affect a different part of the 
empire. Indeed^ like the compound image of Daniel, which 
stretches in time beyond the visions of the seventh and eighth 
chapters, so does the time of the seventh Seal beyond the 
first judgment of St. John, to which the seventh Trumpet 
seems principally confined^ the great hail of the seventh 
Trumpet being the great hail of the seventh Vial. The 
sjrmbolic hail denotes, however,, an invasion from the north, 
by which the judgment is accomplishedf Yet as the de^^ 
struction of the Beast and False Prophet^ and the binding of 
the Dragoii require a gr^at eaithquake^ the final overthrow 
of the Dragon, though attended vfiAx less difficulty when his 
power. is weakened, requires an eai*thquake also ; but the great 
earthquake precedes the first judgment of St, John, the earthr 
quake only that of the second judgment ; for, previous to that 
second judgment, are Gog and Magog overthrown, perfectly 
agreeing in their signs with the Gog and Magog of Ezekiel 
after the restoration of the people of Israel ; an event which 
is connected widi the first judgment of St, John, the rise o( 
that empire hduig the fidl of the Roman and of the Papal 
Power ; this last occurrence is the sealing of their glory, and 
the sanctifying of the Lord God of Israel in the eyes of the 
nations, Ezek. xxxix. These two events perfectly agree in 
their prophetical relation, with the sixth and seventh Sealsi 
and with the sixth and seventh Trumpets. 

" The lightnings, thunders, and voices/' are also synchro^ 
nical indications. These proceed from the throne first men- 
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tioned by tlie apostle, and, with other attendant signs, pei- 
fectly agree with the judgment of Daniel, and with the first 
Judgment of St, John. These indications precede the earrfi- 
quake, thunders denoting wars, as e, g. " The God of 
Glory thunderetk," " the Lord mustcreth the host of the 
battle." " Come and see wbat desolations he hath made on 
the earth," &c. Ps. xlvi. ; and it is observahle that " thunder," 
denoting war, precedes the opening of each of the first four 
Seals, which Seals are in fact the history of the four tyran- 
nies, and war is their element. Lightnings are the con- 
tentions and strivings of the four monarchies, as are proved 
by the cherubim of Ezekiel, which " run and return like a 
flash of lighlning," scorching and consuming every thing in 
their way, licking up the ground round about, and neverthe- 
less, under the good hand of our God, purifying " the hea- 
vens." Voices are tlie commands of heaven concerning his 
people, and regard his elect ; but the circumstance of thun- 
ders, lightnings, and voices proceeding from the first throne, 
and again noted under the sixth Seal and the seventh Vial, 
prove that they are synchronical events, because they are 
then attended with the great earthquake, which is connected 
with the dissolution of the mystery. 

The great earthquake of the sixth trumpet, which is the 
Turkish trumpet, is a question concerning the possession of 
the throne, even Jerusalem; and is connected with the 
thunders, lightnings, and voices, proceeding from the throne, 
which throne symbolizes Jerusalem; and so far from the 
cherubic figures intending, as Mr. Irving and Mr. Frere 
assert, " the Church in heaven," it is most clear that tliey 
are to be understood in the light of enemies, and repre- 
sent the tyrannies, precisely as the cherubim of Ezekiel do, 
which run and return like a flash of lightning, for they are 
sometimes " round about," and sometimes " in the midst of 
the throne." But the throne is no proper station for a cre- 
ated being, the very circumstance of their being in the midst 
of the throne is an assumption of authority, and therefore 
is the Lamb, and obviously in reference to this remark- 
able expression, afterwards said to be " in the midst of 
the throne," which is his own inheritance ; but then it 
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is when he dissolves the mystery^ and assumes his right of con- 
quest. If> under the seventh seal land seventh trumpet^ simi- 
1^ notations of earthquakes are given^ they are not great 
elu*thquakes. That circumstance seems sufficiently accounted 
for by the revelation, that the second invasion against die 
camp of the saints takes place from the four quarters^ or the 
four empires of the prophetic earth ; and that this last gasp 
of tyranny seems set at rest by an invasion from the north ; 
nevertheless, it respects the Eastern empire, and is the final 
overthrow of the Dragonic empire, or of the remains of '^ the 
abomination of desolation," after the twelve hundred and 
ninety years. 

There are many circumstances also, on which conunentators 
have erred, which require to be noticed, and respect the 
Sun, Moon, and Stars; those symbols on which there is, 
perhaps, a greater diversity of opinion than on most other 
symbols ; and amongst these, the author of " the General 
Structure of the Apocalypse,*' in his former work, as well as' 
the Rev. Mr. Irving, following the example indeed of cele- 
brated prelates and divines, and others, all of whom, in many 
ol&er respects, are worthy of regard; but taking up iheip^e 
dixit upon authority, and not givii^g themselves any further 
t)rouble of thought, may be reckoned amongst the num- 
ber. ** Every tjnro in prophecy," observes Mr. Irving, 
*^ knows that the woman of the twelfth chapter predicts 
" the true Church," for she is clothed with " the Sun of 
Righteousness i* but here rests the jet of the question. If 
she were clothed with the Sun, it might be supposed that she 
was the favoured national bride, but even that symbol does 
not denote universality, because a woman is a national, not an 
universal, symbol. Unhappily, however, for that argument, 
^ the Sun of Righteousness'* does not arise till " the great 
andierdble day of the LordT which is equally signified by 
Joel, who connects that ^* great and terrible day*' with the 
signs in '^ the Sun, Moon, and Stars;" and so does St. John, 
for when these signs occur under the sixth seal, it is *^ the 
great day of the wrath of the Lamb ;" and it is very certain, 
also, that two Suns cannot arise and shine in the firmament 
at the same time. If, therefore, there be a Sun shining 
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during the eventfiil period of the twelve hundred and sixty 
days, that Sun is not the " Sun of Righteousness," but the 
Sun of the Imperial Empire of his enemies, which is to become 
" black as sach-cloth o/" Aair," and this sign occurs under the 
sixth seal, which is a synchronical judgment with that of the 
Dragon, Beast, and False Prophet, and of Daniel's Roman 
judgment, and is predicated by Christ himself as a sign of 
his own second coming. But there is a Sun to shine in the 
last day, which is " the Sun of Righteousness," and " in 
righteousness will he judge and make war," which makes its 
appearance at the very time of that judgment, and from 
whence it is that the angel calls to " all the fowls of heaven," 
or the Jewish Nation, to " gather themselves together to the 
great supper of God Almighty," which agrees perfectly 
with the prophecy of Isaiah, concerning the " New Heaven 
and New Earth," when the abundance of the Sea, and 
forces of the Gentiles shall flow together for the beneflt of 
the daughter of Zion. The Son is also preceded by " a 
bright and morning star," and as the bridegroom claims 
that title, and first asserts his right in the church of Thyatira, 
to give to those that overcome, that first dawn of the day, or 
the precursor of the Sun of Righteousuess will appear on 
the site of the Roman Church. But there is another 
difficulty in reference to this symbol which deserves notice. 
If the woman were clothed with the Sun of Righteousness, 
and symbolised " the pure Church " at the commencement 
of the twelve hundred and sixty days, she would be bo 
represented also at the end of the days, but then at the very 
tone of conquest, even the favoured bride is arrayed only in 
fair garments, "white and clean," which is " the righteouanesa 
of the saints ;" and yet " the Sun of Righteousness " must 
then, at all events, have arisen, whilst the Imperial Sun 
vanishes from the system. These symbols are contradictions, 
which require, and may justly exercise, more thought. 

Mr. Frere concludes, that "the Moon" represents "the 
queen," or sometimes "/Aff/ieop^e" of that same king which 
the Sun symbolises. So does Mr. Irving, who asserts, that 
" in France, where the day of judgment first took effect. 
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the sun, or sovereign pcKurer was edipsed i^ sneldihe moan, or 
^neSerify power (no doubt intending that bf the < queen 4it 
France) was turned into blood ; and tiiesiars4jf heaven, ot the 
nobles in the political firmament/ fell to the earth amongst 
the people." Yet iris said, (Jiev. xxi. 23.) that ** the city 
hath no need ofthe^Sun, neither ofike Moon to shine in it; 
for the glory of God did Hghten it^ «ven the Lamb is the 
light thereof;" and this coincides witb^ the declaration of 
Isaiah, that the Lord God will be both '^ Sun and Moon *' to 
his people. ■ Now, if the Moon symbolized the people, it 
would be tantamount' to saying, that the City had no need 
of inhabitants, which would be absurd r o^^ if the mooti 
symbolised the queen, that there was no bride, which is con-' 
trary to the express declarations of: truth, and cdnnot there* 
fore be. the true meaning, of the symbol. But if the Siin 
be- the sovereign temporal power, and the Moon be th6 
ecclesiastical aulhorityj the heavens being the church, and 
the earth th&secuhr empire the synlbols will be more easily 
understdod* It is c^tain that therei is » Sun to he-darkened 
HI the last day,atid.a ilsfoo» whi^his'tobe turned into bloody 
mi -admitting that the Papal CSuirch- be symbolized by a Wo^ 
max^i tfaab womaaibeingHothed with' the Imperial power, would 
beireporesehted as. being '* cbthed with the Sun " of that time} 
which pirecedeslthe day of ^ the Sun of Righteousness;'* and 
it is dear, that she is so represented before ike twelve hundred 
and sixty days, and. as she rose to supreme power on the 
depiression of the authority of all other churches, would be 
s3mibolised/' standing On the Moon,- the symbol of uni*^ 
versal authority. She flies, however, from the heaven> or 
universal churdi, and takes up her separate abode in the 
western wilderness, and there she is also judged. No 
other. wonian' can therefore be intended than the Papal 
harlot. 

'* The Stars*^ are homogeneous symbols wirti the Mooti, 
though Mr. Frere assert^^that they denote inferior authori'^ 
ties in the state, as. Judges^ Magistrates, and others.t Mri 
Irving says, "nobles," as insta:nced in France. These never 
shine during the brightness of:'' the Sun," and shine only with 
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a borrowed light, whicli may be supposed also of the Mooii, 
for " He made tbe Sun to rule the day, the Moon and Star» 
to rule tbe night." Sucb symbolsj therefore, as " the Moon 
and Stars," cannot be separated j and to speak of the Sun 
and Stars, would not, strictly speaking, be prophetical lan- 
guage. Whatever stress may be laid on the interpretation 
of Jacob as to the dream of his son Joseph, there is no 
proof that this interpretation was of God, but to have been 
explained rather according to the ancient system of inter- 
preting dreams. If the system adopted by Mr. Irving were 
correct, the same explanation of tbe symbols which adorn 
the woman must be given in her case, as in reference to the 
symbols of the sixth seal, the judgment of which seal, he 
asserts, first commenced in France, and then would she be 
adorned with " the kingly power," would be standing on 
" the queenly power," and her bead would be decorated with 
" twelve nobles." Though herself a queen, (as obviously the 
true bride is,) she would be trampling on the queenly power," 
and would be separating that, as " the Moon and Stars," 
which God hath joined together: and whilst she is treading 
" the queenly power under foot," she is adorning herself with 
" the power of the twelve nobles," as with a diadem ; yet 
each symbol is represented as a similar sort of authority, 
though inferior in degree. But if the Moon denote the eccle- 
siastical authority, or Supreme power in the Church, as the 
Sun does in the state, the twelve stars must be the presiding 
ecclesiastical authorities in the twelve divisions of that Church 
which the woman symbolises, whilst the vesture itself would be 
the secular power, as the harlot pretends of her dominion ; and 
it is notorious that such was the precise state of the Roman 
Empire, " the world," in the days of Diocletian, or of Con- 
stantine, and this was the point of time in which the existing 
Roman Church became allied with the state, and succeeded 
to tbe wealth and honours and crimes of Paganism. A tyro 
in prophecy may therefore well dispute the position of wiser 
heads, and call into question the authority upon which they 
assert " the mind of tbe spirit." 

To explain more particularly the opening vision of the 
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Apocalypse, it is important to inquire the symbolic meaning 
of the term " Seven^ , Authors have chosen to cut Ihe 
Gordiiud knot, and dismiss the question with sententious 
brevity. " It is the sign of perfection," say they, or " a 
certain number put for an uncertain." They do not, how- 
ever, carry their own propositions to their full extent, but 
labour bravely to define the seven heads of the beast as of 
the seven precise forms of Roman Government ; or the seven 
hills of Rome; and with prophetical skill, reduce a s}rmbolical 
mountain to a literal hill ; but in this also they are, perhaps, 
mistaken. Dean Woodhouse and Mr. Penn, (and even 
J. £. Clarke, who asserts that the symbol signifies the seven 
electorates of the Holy Roman Empire) have approached more 
closely to the symbol, and consider the beast to be the repre- 
sentative of the Dragon, but in the west ; and Mr. Penn 
more particularly has defined the seven heads of the beast 
as the seven grand divisions of the universal tyranny, and 
in this he is undoubtedly correct, and deserves the highest 
commendation of the prophetical world. No man has 
indeed more closely adhered to the symbols of prophecy, 
although he may have been in some points mistaken, and mcnre 
especially in his utter rejection of the prophetical " time, times, 
and a half;" but he may be forgiven. It is certain, however, 
that when the prophet Daniel predicts the Leopard with four 
heads, he speaks not of an empire vi\^ four forms of govern^ 
ment, but of four kingdoms with governing power and terri- 
torial possession, each kingdom distinct from the other. St. 
John distinguishes the same universal empire as Daniel, but 
jspeaks of seven heads, the Macedonian being one of those 
^even succeeding each other, just as the four empires form one 
imag6 or universal tyranny, yet are four separate and distinct 
kingdoms. This view of the subject will appear more deci- 
sive, and in contradiction of the opinion maintained by most 
authors, that Constantine slew the dragon when he conquered 
Maxentius, whom they represent as the Pontiff of Paganism, 
and consequently the Dragon ; yet, extraordinary to tell, is 
that same Dragon alive, after two centuries, " and gives 
his seat' and throne, and authority," to the western beast, and 
is also resuscitated in order to be present at the battle of 
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Armageddon, and goes forth to war against the King of 
kings, at the same time with the beast. The Cliristian world 
seem absolutely to have been blinded in reducing symbols to 
principles, and in not adhering to its nervous and significant 
language, by interpreting according to the things that be. 
The Dragon is the chief symbol, and cannot but represent 
the universal tyranny, though afterwards confining his autho- 
rity to the east, obtaining, however, his dominion from the 
earliest age of the tyrannies, and relinquishing only to lira 
regal vassals any portion of his authority ; but the beast 
is nevertheless the delegated agent of the Dragon, and is 
described with similar symbols, and therefore represents him 
in the west. The Dragon still lives however under his 
seventh Turkish head in the east, and the Beast now lives 
under his eighth confederated German head, viz. the sixth, 
in the west, but Dragon and Beast unitedly compose the 
Roman Empire, whence the separate branches of the 
eastern and western heads, arising after the fourth head of 
the Dragon, have each of them sprung. 

The symbol of " the Lamb vnth seven horns and seven 
eyes," denotes also an empire, but is obviously composed of 
seven kingdoms, like the empire of the Leopard, co-existing 
at one and the same time ; yet do heads not so much signify 
the territorial divisions of an empire as its governing powers, 
whilst the horns of a beast universally obtain as the symbols 
of royalty, and denote a division of territory. The hoqis of 
the Lamb, denoting the territorial divisions of the empire of 
the last conquering power, have their existence after the 
empire of the Dragon has ceased, proving the vision of St. 
John (flfTB. V.) to refer to his .state of triumph when the mys- 
tery is dissolved, and when " time is no longer." This division 
of hia kingdom, and in the day when " the knowledge of God 
s/iall cover the earth as the waters cover the sea," is typified 
by Isaiah, where the same four symbols are employed, which 
are predicted of the four empires in the prophecy of Daniel, 
but these are then conjoined with three other symbols, 
denoting kingdoms also, the whole of the empire being 
governed by one who is represented as " a little child " but 
Isaiah also expresses himself in another place concerning 
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the^ vely siune three kingdoms/ kfc no period of time 
hais^ yet arrived ki - which it Woidd not h4ve been a reproach 
to Igrael to tely en Assiyriai or a ski to go d6wn to Egypt. 
That period, thetefore^ in irhi^h it DhaR be said, '' Blessed be 
As6yria> my people, and Egypt, the work of mine hand^ 
amd I^aelmine mhetitanee,** Isa» xix; S3. : Israel being " a 
bles^ng in themidsli^ihe land^* must be a future condition 
of the prophetic earthy in which their alliance with Assyria 
and E^ypt wiUbe no bnger a reproach to them. And, truly, 
were we ' to consider the univesrsal empire in the extent in 
which the four tyrannies have established themselves, aa 
within a ring fence, Israel wouUi be the centre of diat great 
universal monarchy which is dSnally to obtain the ascendancy, 
and to which all nations of the earth are to go up to receive 
the law, even at Jerusalem. 

But these seven horns have each **an eye^ like that of 
the little horn of the Roman wild beast, not in common with 
the other ten horns, but as superintending the whole. The 
seven kingdoms of the Lamb having each a superintendinj^ 
^spiritual power^ are symbolised ako by ^ the seven lamps of 
Jire'^ silrrounding the first throne, biit a lamp of^r^ indi- 
cates iTOuUe and v^^eance, and denotes that they are theii 
under the influence of the t]rrannies, or that it is a time of 
wrath. The Empire of seven spiritual kingdoms is also de- 
scribed by Zecharilth's stone oi seven eyes^ as well as by his 
candlestitk of seven lamps^ the eye and the lamp being spi- 
ritual and homogeneous symbols. 

It may also be expedient to observe, that the tyrannical 
empire has its seven epochs, or determinate periods-^the 
going forth of the first four horses under the first four seals; 
the time of slaughter under the fifth seal ; the first judgment 
under the sixth seal ; and the second judgment under the 
seventh seal. The seven trumpets are also seven distinct 
periods, and contain the judgments of God on tht Romaii 
Sovere^ty, the last of the four tyrannies, and occur wheii 
that empire is at the very zenith of its glory, and when the 
woman, who pretends to be the true bride, is seen ^'clothed 
with the (Imperial) Sun," being — 1. The invasion of the 
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Gothic hordes. — 2. The downfall of the western empire. — 
3. Tlie falling away of the existing Church in the west from 
its connexion with the east, and setting up an independent 
secular sovereignty, which is symbolically a fall from heaven 
or the universal church. — 4. The separation of the third 
part of the empire, viz. the western. — 5. The Saracenic 
Invasion. — 6, The Turkish Slaughter ; and — 7. The pouring 
out of the seven vials of wrath, precisely in accordance with 
the fall of Jericho, which was compassed about six days, 
and on the seventh day seven times, on which event the 
walls of Jericho fell down flat, so that every one of the 
people of Israel went straight forward, and took possession 
of his inheritance ; as they will again do, according to the 
prophetic declarations of the same God, when the prophetic 
Edom and Babylon are to be overthrown. 

If, however, these symbols be significant, and have a deter- 
minate sense, then also have " the seven Churches" It is phy- 
sically impossible that this revelation can respect only the seven 
churches of Asia, for some of them are altogether extinct ; yet 
the promises relate, in every instance, to a future day, and 
every one of them has some peculiar promise, which never yet 
has been fulfilled : but " Philadelphia' is specially distinguish- 
ed, and being so, denotes that some peculiarly favoured church 
is intended. But it may be asserted, that the symbol of a 
candlestick does not denote a particular church, like that of 
the mere city of Philadelphia, but a national church. It is a 
symbol obviously to be understood in the same sense as the 
olive-tree, which figure St. Paul has fully illustrated, by 
comparing the Jewish Cuvrch to the good olive-tree, and 
the Koman world to the wild olive-tree, and were the meta- 
phor still doubtful as to its legitimate acceptation, it is con- 
firmed by the language of St. John, in reference to the two 
churches then predicted of, that " these are the two candle- 
sticks axiA the two olive-trees standing before tlie God of the 
earth," Rev. xi. 4. which evidently intend two churches, and 
these two national churches subjected to the oppressing 
power of the Gentiles during the whole period of the twelve 
hundred and sixty mysterious years. But the language of 
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ZecUariah on a similar occasion, and at the very time when 
the enemies of the Lord of Hosts and of Israel are to be- 
come a plain before Zerubbabel is likewise, ** These are the 
two anointed ones that stand by (or before) the Lord of the 
whole earth!" on which occasion he sees ^*two oUpe4rees^ 
pouring their golden oU into the seven-branched candlestick, 
which seven lamps are spoken of '^ as the eyes of the Lord, 
which run to and fro through the whole earth,* (iy.4.) thus con- 
necting the prophecy not only with Rep* xi. 4., but Rev. v. & 
in which the seven horns of the Lamb, having an eye in each 
horn, are predicted of in precisely similar words, as being 
'^ the seven spirits of God, sent forth into aU the earth/* 
These are the internal evidetices of prophecy ; the taches and 
loOpswhich connect the curtains of the prophetic taber- 
nacle, and which demonstrate the designs of Jehovah ; and 
if the prophecy of Zechariah concern the people of 
Israel, whose land, like the filthy garments of Joshua, is to 
be cleansed in that day^ perfectly corresponding with the 
cleansing of the sanctuary from the Mohammedan pollution 
of .Daniel, then must the same testimony be borne by St« 
John. But the two olive-trees of St. Paul are the Jewish and 
the Oentile Churches, so in St. John (xi. 4,) they probably 
denote the Jewish and Greek Churches, that vision relating 
to the trampling down of the two olive-trees by the Moham- 
medan imposture ; and in Zechariah both Jews and Gentiles 
may be considered in the light of surrendering their own 
prejudices and presumed privileges to that last state of things, 
in which the Empire of the Redeemer is represented as 
composed of seven kingdoms, temporal and ecclesiastical, by 
the seven horns and seven eyes. Philadelphia, or the Jewish 
nation, being " a pillar,'* the central pillar in that last 
temple, as predicted by . Solomon, of the seven pillared 
house of wisdom, when " the clamorous woman," or the 
temple of "death and hell," (Prov. ix. 16; Hosea xiii. 14; 
Rev. vi. 8.) shall be overwhelmed with destruction. 

Further remarks would swell the page to an inconvenient »ze, 
were all the sjrmbols to be gone into ; but there is one of great 
importance, which has never been accurately defined, and re- 
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iates to " the Rod of Iron." It is undoubtedly a symbol df 
supremacy ; and from tbe opinion of commentators, that the 
woman of the twelfth chapter ia an emblem of the true 
Church, they have been led to consider her ofispring as 
Christ, or the seed of the Church, as the ruler of his people. 
There ia obviously much difficulty in reconciling this Tiew of 
the subject, and it cannot be correct. That Child is bom 
after the usual period of gestation, of two hundred and eighty 
days, days for years, and, from the symbolical narrative, must 
be understood as making his appearance in the world just 
before the flight of tlie woman into the wilderness, where she 
is to remain during the twelve hundred and sixty years. But 
it has been shown that the voman can be no other than the 
Papal Harlot ; and, consequently, her progeny must be the 
Sovereign of the Western Empire, and that not the Con- 
stantinian, but some other dynasty of monarchs, more espe- 
<^ally of Italy, of which the " rod of iron" is in fact the true 
sceptre. The symbol therefore supposes a sovereignty to be 
exercised on the throne of God during the period of the 
twelve hundred and sixty years ; and, in historic^ fact, the 
Papal power did create the Western Empire and its sove- 
reign authority, to which she afterwards yielded allegiance, 
that being the Sun and she the Moon of that empire. During, 
therefore, the twelve hundred and sixty years, Christ cannot 
be said prophetically to have reigned in that empire, but, on 
the contrary, it was the rule and reign of his enemies ; and it 
is only at the close that he himself appears with the symbol 
of " the rod of iron" in his hands, attended, when he conies 
to judgment, with all the emblems of royalty, but which 
symbol of " the rod of iron" denotes especially that his do- 
minion is to be assumed in that kingdom which is symboUsed 
by that sceptre, whether it be the Roman or the Italian, and 
is in fact illustrated also by the final judgment of the Beast 
and False Prophet, the certain symbols of that same Roman 
power. This view of the subject is fully corroborated by 
David, Pff. ii. ; a prophet, also, blessed with an intuitive in- 
sight into future times, with which all his compositions teem. 
There the " rod of iron" is referred to as " breaking the 
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£fMj^" and He who ^erdses authority over the Roman 
state is said to he, though once congregated against him, 
then ".dasfdng them m pieces like a potter $ vessel;' and 
this takes place when he is seated on the Mount of Zion, 
which seeding denotes victory, and refers to the last day ; as 
do all the other. s}rmbols, however partially or primarUy they 
may he appUed by the apostles. But there is evidence still 
more abundant, that which refers to the church of Thyatira, 
for ^. to them that overcome and;keep his works unto the end, 
will He give to rule the nations with a rod of iron,'' obviously 
implying, that those who do overcome will not receive the 
power of ruling with ** the rod ofiroii' till the end ; and, con- 
sequently, that He who has the power then to confer, even 
though his right and title are even now unquestionably esta- 
blished, will not be in possession of his kingdom till '* the 
time of the end'' 

The symbols most important to a just illustration of the 
Apocalypse have now been brought under review, and with 
one other point, of too much consequence to be omitted, the 
Author would close these introductory remarks. 

That question which involves the ground-work of ahnost 
all commentators, who have been led to judge concerning the 
Apocalypse from the events passing before their eyes in pre- 
sent times, concerns the Vials. If the points submitted to 
attention be in any degree correct, not one of the Vials can 
yet be poured out: on the <;ontrary, we must consider our- 
selves as living in the times of the fifth Seal, at the period of 
time, during which '^ the four winds of the earth" are re- 
strained from executing their willing and desirous office ; for 
these are not the winds of God, but of the powers existing at 
that same period of time when the sealing of the twelve tribes 
is going forward, Rev, vi. 1 — 3, which powers must now be 
apparent, or will shortly manifest their true character ; but 
these very sealed ones of the twelve tribes stand on Mount 
Zion> antecedent to the destruction of the Papal Harlot by 
the Turkish '^ fire and brimstone ;" and they afterwards 
triumph over the judgments which have come upon her, be- 
fore the seven Angels are said to come out of the temple to 
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execute the wrath of God on his enemies, — " the Dragon, 
Beast, and False Prophet." The circumstance, therefore, of 
the Papal power being yet in existence, proves, that even the 
sealing of the twelve tribes is not completed, although the 
work may now be going forward ; but their standing on 
Mount Zion proves their being sealed, and even their posses- 
sion of territory, and the proclamation of that kingdom being 
established as well as tlie judgment of the Papal Harlot, seem 
almost immediate and concurrent events, yet all preceding 
the pouring out of the Vials. But we are living in the 
eventful times in which the desolations of " the four winds" 
may be expected to take place ; and wliat are these, for 
winds signify armies, but the blasphemous Holy Alliance of 
" Austria, Russia, Prussia, and France." It is that epithet 
of " Holy" which they have assumed that condemns them as 
the enemies of the Lord God of Hosts in these latter days, 
they themselves proving that they are not only the remnant 
of the great Eagle, whose symbols they bear, but of the Beast 
who opens " his mouth in blasphemies against the Saints, 
and them that dwell in heaven." This thought deserves 
more consideration than it lias hitherto obtained, for it is the 
striking character of the present hour ; but till the moment 
arrives in which some movement in favour of the re-establtsh- 
ment of God's ancient people in their own land shall have 
taken place, even ihe judgment of the Papal Harlot cannot 
be said to be fulfilled, however low she may be brought ia 
tlie eyes of the nations, or mucli as she may have experienced 
the fear of widowhood and loss of children. Even now she 
says, " I sit a queen and am no widow, and shall see no sor- 
row;" but death, mourning, and famine shall come in one 
day, and she shall be utterly burnt with (the Turkish) " fire 
and brunstone," TifP. xix. 7, 8; xiv. 10, 11. All the Vials 
are connected with the judgment of the Dragon, Beast, and 
False Prophet, the last Vial congregating them and their 
armies to " the great day of the battle of God Almighty," or 
" the great day of ihe wrath of the Lamb ;" but this last 
event takes place under the sixth Seal ; the fifth Seal, there- 
fore, has not fulfilled its period, and it is yet a time, and a 
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tiioris fearful oiie istill to Im appf ehended, of persecution and 
(of daughter, both of J6w$ and of Christians. ' At presetit, 
al^y we see the Mohau^medan power in possession of 
Palestine, and scarcely any political indications of a rising 
Amongst the dry bones of the house of Israel> which are 
Essentially necessary to the accomplishment of the symbol ; 
for though the' sealing may be considered spiritual, their 
** standing on Mount Ziori^ is a political event, just as much 
«s when the Lamb, which is a secular symbol, is said to 
** Tstand in the midst of his throne'* The power of the holy 
people, however, is still scattered; the Western Beast still 
reigns gloriously on his throne, and the Papal Harlot 
triumphs ; we arc yet, therefore, some years distant from the 
opportunity of witnessing the dissolution of the mysterious 
dispensation; or,- which is an equivalent expression, theex-^ 
piration of the twelve hundried and sixty days. The Vials, 
tremendous as hav^ been past judgments, but still more fear- 
iul to anticipate, remain also to be poured out. But if this 
view of prophetical indications be correct, the mysterious 
Welve hundred and sixty years continue^ and the domination 
of the tjrrannies is now universally prevalent ; and such, in 
short, is to be expected, that they will reign and triumph to 
the very hour of judgment; because, when the termination 
of their allotted duration takes place, they must go down 
** ALIVE," or in their full plenitude of prosperity, of power, and 
strength, as Mr. Bicheno most justly observes, into the pit of 
destruction: The Lord God of Hosts, and the Lord God of 
Israel hasten that day ; for then may there be some expectation 
of the daily prayer being fulfilled, that his '^ kingdom may 
come, and his will be done on earth as it is in heaven," and 
that wars and desolations shall cease from the face of the earth. 
* The question, also, which concerns " the times of the Gen- 
tiles^ is essential, and should be more particularly considered. 
Jew and Gentile^ in a scriptural sense, comprise the whole 
world; thus the apostle argues that Christ died not only for 
our sins, that is, for the sins of the Jews, but was " a propi- 
tiation for the sins of the whole world," that is, the Gentile 
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world. So may St. Paul be understood, in his reference to 
the good and to the wild oltve-tree, nevertheless referring, in 
his epistle to the Romans, to the Jewish and to the Roman 
olive-trees ; and thus having preached the gospel to the Jews, 
he addresses himself to the Roman Gentiles ; and it is very 
questionable whether that gospel was ever preaclied out of 
the bounds of what constituted, at one time or other, the ty- 
rannical empire, which extended from India on this side the 
Ganges, to Ethiopia, and included Europe. The term Gen- 
lile is, indeed, so indefinite, that even the Greeks at Iconium 
are so called. Acts xiv. 5, and is not to be limited to heathen 
and uncivilized nations, nor extended probably beyond the 
boundaries of the four empires. It is obviously limited by 
the prophet Isaiah, where Christ is spoken of as "a tight to 
the Gentiles" but to be God's salvation to the ends of the 
earth : here the ends of the earth are distinguished from the 
Gentile world. In a prophetical sense, " the times of the 
Gentiles" can only, in their utmost latitude, take in the times 
of the four tyrannies, commencing with Babylon, because 
Daniel speaks only of four tyrannies as the avenging arm of 
God, tlie destruction of which tyrannies is connected with 
the expiration of those times, and thus would the Gentiles 
be the nations of the four empires. 

But it is more important to refer to the words of Christ 
himself, when he declares, " And Jerusalem shall be trodden 
down of the Gentiles, till the times of ike Gentiles be ful- 
filled," and these are the Gentiles which are to be the subject 
of inquiry. The times of the Gentiles are connected, there- 
fore, with the treading down of Jerusalem ; but, as the Jews 
were not then led captive at the time these words were spoken 
by our Lord, the treading tloum must refer either to the de- 
struction of Jerusalem by the Romans, or the oppression of 
that land and people by some other power at some subse- 
quent period of time ; and the expiration of these times is 
obviously connected with the deliverance of that city, and 
with the restoration of the captive nation, perfectly agreeing 
with the declaration of St. Paul, that " The Redeemer shall 
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ootiie out of Zkfhy and turn away imgodliness from Jacob» 
and sd ^aMsfael shall be saved ** wben ^ the futneu of the 
OwMiiUs (times) be come in.** 

' iThis remarkable expression is yet to be traced in the Re^ 
Tciation of St. Johni xi. % where it is said of die ottter conrt, 
(hat ^ it shall be giv^ to the Grentiles, and the holy city they 
tdiall tread under foot forty and two months r In this pas- 
sage of St. John there are still clearer indications by which 
we may betterimderststhd what is intended by the times of 
the GentikSf and who these Grentiles are, their time of op- 
presnon being defined, and the treading down of the city 
being the isymbol of their oppression ; but '' He who spake 
as never man spake/' in revealing himself to his apostle, and 
Aoaking use of the very words He bad himself before uttered, 
never could have designed that a different construction should 
be ptit on his own words, than is clearly demonstrated concem- 
wSg the treading down of the holy city of St. John during the 
twelve hundred and sixty years, and therefore never coidd 
hafve intended, by his own prophetical declaration, the Roman 
4 a sti*uc tibii of Jemsalem, because more than twelve hundred 
saA s&cf y yeiurs hkve long since gone by, and the Jews are 
yiet captive, and Jerusalem is stiH trodden down. The de- 
claration of Christ {Luke xxi. 24.) is not, however, to be con- 
sidered a prophecy in the strict sense of the word ; for, in the 
very outset of his discourse, he plainly and expressly refers to . 
his prophet Daniel, that ** whosoever will may read," and '' he 
IhiEit readeth may understand ;" and if Daniel, therefore, has 
any prediction concerning any power referable to the treading 
dbttw of the Holy City or the Holy People, which is also con- 
MOted with a period of time similar to that of St. John, then 
must it be the power denominated ** the Gentiles," both 6y 
CSirist and by St. John. 

But Daniel does speak of such a power (ch. viii. 13.) de- 
signated the Little Horn of the He-Goat, which casts down the 
host of heaven to the ground, '' and stamped upon them^ and 
Ms little horn, which ^* waxes great,*^ precisely as did ** the 
great horn of the He-Goat," is clearly the symbol of a power 
like that of ^' the King of fierce countenance," which has 
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been traced also to " the King that shall do according to his . 
win," (xi. 36.) who meets with a precisely similar judgment as 
that of " the King of fierce countenance." The rise of the 
Papal Horn is connected with a period of twelve hundred and 
sixty years, which prophecy of Ua«. vii. is complete in itself, 
and not again referred to ; and so is that of the little horn of 
the He-Goat, for the words of Christ may be considered as tlie 
clew to the several predictions of Daniel. Our Lord speaks 
not only of the " treading down," obviously referable to the 
" stamping upon the host," but also to the captivity of the 
Jews, which is the " scattering of the power of the Holy 
People," and this scattering Is connected with " the time, 
times, and a half," perfectly agreeing with the forty-two 
months of the holy city of St. John, (Rev. xi. 2.) after 
which, that treading down- is to cease, for the oppressed 
witnesses then rise to honour and to distinction. The power 
referred to by Daniel is yet scattered, and " the time, times, 
and 3 half" are consequently not expired. But as commen- 
tators have chosen to apply the destruction of Jerusalem by. 
the Romans, to the IreatUng down of Jerusalem, presuming 
such to be the intention of the words of Christ, so have they 
" the abomination which maketh desolate " to the insignificant 
circumstance of the setting-up of tlie Roman Eagle in the 
precincts of the temple ; though it may be demonstrated 
that that barbarous ensign was exalted even when the de- 
claration was first made ; yet if twelve hundred and sixty 
years be the duration of the scattering of the power of the 
holy people, which cannot apply to the destruction of Jeru- 
salem by the llomans, neither can the twelve hundred and 
ninety years when the abomination is to be taken away ; and 
the inference seems conclusive, that these periods of time must 
relate to the oppressing power of " the little horn of the He- 
Goat," " the King of fierce countenance," or " the King 
that shall do according to his will ;" and, if so, the power 
which is now in possession of Palestine, and, consequently, 
causes the power of the Holy People to be scattered, must be 
the oppressing Gentile power whose times are in question. 
Mr. Faber has demonstrated that the eighth chapter of Daniel 
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elates to' the Mohammedan Power, their times must there- 
fore, be the times of the Gentiles; their tyranny^ from its 
]j$ej the tyranny of the times of the Gentiles; and they 
must be the Gentiles referred to by Christ and by St?. 
John, according to the internal evidence existing in the 
declaration of our Lord, which connects the revelation of 
St. John with the prbphecq^ of Daniel. 

The examination of the term, ^'the fulness of the 
Gentiles/' as asserted by St. Paul, {Rom. xi. 25,) would 
lead' to very difierent conclusions from those generally 
entertained, independantly of two circumstances, that no 
suqh expression occurs in any other portion of scripture, 
and that no truth is advanced by any one prophet or apostle 
which is not abundantly confirmed by every other prophet. 
The same Apostle does however make use of a " fulness 
of time," (Ga2,iv. 4.) referable to Christ's first coming; 
£U^ of " the fulness of times," (Eph. i. 10.) strictly applicable 
tp; his second coming, and the Apostle may surely be consi-^ 
dered the b^st interpreter of his own words ; yet ''the fulness 
of the Gentiles," in the sense generally received as denoting 
the conversion of the Gentiles, (xi. 25.) stands alone, if 
considered without reference to time, and is opposed to 
"the fulness of the Jews,'* (v. 12.): but the Apostle speaks 
of the diminishing and fall of the Jews, and their 
" diminishing'* is. consequently connected with their being 
spattered and led captive into all nations. It was at that time 
that the Rcnnans obtained their final ascendancy, and from 
thence to the present period has been their time of 
fulness; whilst the fulness of the Jewish Nation, which is 
to be as " Ufe from the dead," when they are to be 
delivered from their bondage, and when " the first dominion, 
the kingdom, shall return to the daughter of Zion," 
Micah iv. 8, is to be received in the sense which must 
necessarily be assigned to the kingdom of the Little Stone, 
which becomes ** a great mountain, and fills the whole 
(prophetic) earth," {Dan. ii. 35.) when the judgment pre- 
dicted, which, first falls on the kingdoms of the feet and ten 
toes, and grinds thefn to powder> shall have been fulfilled. 
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It will be observed, that wben " the fulness of the Gentiles 
is come in," that event is connected with three particulars : 
The Redeemer coming out of Zion — the Salvation of all 
Israel — and the establishment of the New Covenant. Now 
the Psalmist connects the first particular when he pours 
forth his ardent prayer of " O that the salvation of Israel 
were come out of Zion," (liii. 6.) with Jacob and Israel 
being brought back from captivity, and with the scattering 
of the bones of their enemies ; thus the resurrection of 
Israel's dry bones from the distant countries or graves, as 
Esekiel, chap, xxxvii. speaks of them, is connected with the 
saattering of the bones of their enemies. Isaiah satis- 
factorily establishes the point, that the similar event of tfae 
Redeemer coming out of Zion (chap. lix. 20.) is connected 
with the covenant of a new heart given to his people, and 
that, at the time when he comes to "repay fury to his 
adversaries, recompense to his enemies, even according to 
their deeds." So Jeremiah also declares the new covenant to 
be made with the house of Israel, when they shall " all know 
him from the least to the greatest of them," (xxxi. 33.) and 
that Israel shall not " cease from being a nation before him 
for ever f" whilst the very oath for confirmation represents 
it as a time of trouble, "the name of the Lord" being 
exalted as "dividing the sea when the waves thereof roar." 
It is, indeed, certain that when the daughter of Zion brings 
forth her nation in a day, as predicted by Isaiah, Uvi. 8, 
" the hearts of his people are to rejoice, and t/ieir bones 
are to flourish like an herb," whilst " the indignation of the 
Lord is to be known towards his enemies." The language 
of the prophet is sublimely terrific on the occasion : " For, 
behold, the Lord will come with _fire, and with his chartota 
like a whirlwind, to render his anger with furtf, and his 
rebuke with flames of fire. For by fire and by his sv>ord 
will the Lord plead with all flesb, and the slain of the 
Lord shall be many." (v. 15, 16.) It is only after this 
vengeance that " they fear the name of the Lord from the 
west, and his glory from the rising of the sun," or in the 
east, (Us. 19 ;) and then is it that " peace is to be extended 
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to th^ datoghter of 2iiicm like a river, and the glory of the 
G^dl^s like ft flowing stream." (kvi. tS.) 

So 'fiur, then, from ther^ being reason to expect the 
conversion of the Gentiles before the deliverance of the 
peOj^Te df Israel, and before the execution bf judgment on their 
enemiies, it is dear that their light shines and their sun 
arises, when '^daxkhinsis shall cover the earth, and gross 
darkness the peo|)Ie.'' Yet, when ''ihie Lord arises upon 
them, and his glory shall be seen upon them,'* then shall 
** the Gentiles come to their light, and kings to the bright- 
ness of their rising.*' The obvious construction, therefore, 
to be put on " the fulness of the Gentiles," when " Israel 
are to be saved," is, that it denotes their tyranny or ascen- 
dancy, which must fcUl and be diminished when ** the times 
of the Gentiles'* are expired, like the fall and diminishing 
of Israel durii^ '^ the times of the Gentiles." 

The Apocalypse is not only the history of Israel, but of 
the Worid, and infinite and eternal events are dependant oh 
the fiilfilment of its various predictions. It has been said 
' that the sentiments advocated by the writer are too carnal, 
and that thdy assimilate the kingdom of Christ too closely to 
the kingdoms of this world. It is true, they may tend to 
destroy the deceptive expectations of events contrary to 
the revelation given by God, but truth must be the sole 
maxim and aim of every writer, and to his own Master he 
stands or fidls. The word of God must be judged of by 
its broad outlines and internal evidence ; and, in prophetical 
discussions, it becomes a question of symbols, and of the 
analog which exists between these and the other revela- 
tions of the word of God. The Christian does not, 
however, exist, pure and spiritual as his views may be, 
who can ima^e a more glorious condition of man in the 
enjoyment 6f the presence of his Maker than the writer 
entertains, and in this is his hope, that he may- have 
boldness in the day qfjudgmentj that *^ As Christ is, so shall 
we be f » this worlds 

In any further exposition of the Revelation of St. John, 
after the copious remarks made in reference to the nature 
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The JewisJi Key 

and right understanding of tlie Symbols, it will not be 
necessary to enter upon much detail. A few cursory obser- 
vations, on other symbols not noticed, may be expedient ; 
but THE Jew is the Key of the Apocalypse, and his history 
is the prophetical basis of the whole of that inspired boolc, 
all other nations ranging, according to the good pleasure of 
God, under their banner, in subserviency to the revealeil 
designs of the Almighty for the welfare of a sinful world. 



REV. I, II, III. 

Vision of the Seven Churches. 



It is evident that most of the prophecies, even whilst 
they admit of immediate application, carry forward the 
mind of the prophet to distant and future times. St. John 
opens his Vision with a prediction, which clearly refers to 
tlie last day and to the general judgment ; and it is a 
conflrmation of the view taken by the Author, that when- 
ever that Existence, who may, in one sense, be considered 
the Divine Being, appears in the prophetic page, the point 
of time referred to is the moment of triumph ; and that the 
symbols are to be understood as denoting the condition 
and jirogress of his kingdom, rather than the character 
of his person, or his immediate attributes. If God 
cannot be seen at any time, neither can He who is "the 
fulness of the Godhead bodily." Once, indeed. He was 
visible upon eavtii, but when He is again seen. He will 
appear in glory, and his transfiguration in the Mount, when 
liis disciples could not behold Him for the glory of his coun- 
tenance, is a pattern of that which He will be when His 
refulgent rays shall enlighten the earth, and when He 
constitutes himself " the Glory of his People Israel." To 
imagine the Eternal Existence clothed with hair as white 
as snow, or his arms and feet to be like unto brass, may 
suit the gross iniaginations of an Atheist or Infidel, but 
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ought to be banished with indignation from the mind of 
the believer* What then^ it may be inquired^ may be 
understood as the signification of the Symbols ? 

in the description given of Him who first appears to the 
Apostle, he may, under one aspect, be considered the Eternal 
Son of God ; yet, as it is manifest that his second advent 
is to the final judgment, all other appearances must be 
interpreted to be merely the tokens of his kingdom, for He 
comes only a second time, and then in glory, and then only 
as "God;" but these symbols neither denote that glory, 
nor the Godhead which is invisible. The head of the 
metallic image was a type of Babylon, and Papal Babylon 
is the power to be destroyed in the last day. White is the 
symbol of triumph as well as of righteousness, and the 
token, therefore, seems to prove that he has triumphed 
over that power. This is also indicated by " his eyes being 
like unto a flame of fire." That spiritual power which was 
designated by the little horn, manifested its spiritual juris- 
diction over the other ten horns by "the eyes" of that 
horn, and " his eyes which were as a flame of fii'e," must 
be " the seven eyes of the lamb, which go forth into all the 
earth," for the Lamb is a symbol of the same kingdom as is 
the mighty Conqueror or the Governor of the Churches ; or, 
which is a synonymous symbol, "the seven lamps of fire 
burning before the throne, which are the seven spirits of 
God ;" and in this latter state, his eyes seem now described, 
and consequently, denote that it is a time of wrath, of which 
the fire and burning are the symbols. That which dis- 
tinguishes the epoch of the vision more precisely is, that 
" his countenance was as the sun shineth in his strength'^ 
Now it is most clear that "the Sun of Righteousness," 
which is a synchronical symbol, does not even arise till 
the last " great and terrible day," according to the prophecy 
of Malachi, and therefore the period, which from the cir- 
cumstance of his having also " the seven stars" of his 
churches in his right hand^ must re'^r also to the last day. 
For what purpose he so appears, is denoted by " the golden 
girdle girt round his paps," which is a type of Israel, 
symbolized by ^^gold,'' and ^* most fine goldi" and the 
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ground on, which He stands whence the judgment issues^ 
denoted by his feet, and the instrument by which he 
executes his purposes, his arms is either the Macedonian 
or the Turkish Empire, or the Greek states should they 
again establish their independence as a kingdom, either 
of which States may be symbolically designated by " brasa : " 
the Brst originally, the second by conquest, though its real 
symbol be stone, and the third by assuming again their 
rights as a kingdom. 

The Existence himself declares this viiiion to be a 
mystery, and it has been before shown that the prophecy 
cannot apply to the individual churches of Asia, named by 
the Apostle. There are cle<ir indications also, or internal 
evidences, which make those churches symbolical of the 
seven states of the last day, as described, though under 
different symbols, by Isaiah xi, 6, 7. These churches, for 
reasons before assigned, are typical of .the Churches of 
the four Empires, and of Assyria, Israel, and Egypt. Israel 
being " a blessing in the midst of the land." 

The more striking indications are those of the second 
church, in which its members are described as " the 
Synagogue of Satan," and Satan, or the old Serpent, or 
Dragon, is now the symbol of the Mohammedan Power. 
Smyrna symbolizes Persia, which is a Mohammedan Power. 
The third Church denotes Macedonia, which contains within 
it " the seat or throne of Satan," which is Constantinople, 
being the central power of Mohammedism, and the seat 
of " the chief Imaun." The fourth church, Thyatira, may 
he said to be Rome, and in this church the prophetess 
Jezebel, the very counterpart of the Papal Harlot, and 
described in precisely similar characters, is to be found ; 
as well as the symbol of " the Rod of Iron," which obviously 
predicts the Roman or Lombardic power, but the authority 
of " the Rod of Iron" is only exercised by Christ and hi 
people at the end of the tune, when "power is given them 
over the nations." ^1^ -, 

Sardis has nothing particularly to distinguish it; but 
Armenia is an ancient portion of the Assyrian empire, and 
there the truth has been maintained to the present hour 
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by some of its members, and their few names have not 
therefore defiled their garments. 

Philadelphia stands pre-eminent amongst the churcheiB^ 
and; iSf as Gibbon ^^bsorres of the present state of Fhila- 
de^hia, like a column in die midst of ruins. Every word 
in thi^ prediction^ traced to its source, would prove each 
passage connected with the prophecies relating to IsraeL 
Of no other power, ihan that of the ancient people of the 
Holy Ones, is it predicted that their enemies shall come and 
worship before their feet, and shall know that God has loved 
them. For of Israel it is said, '* The sons also of them 
Aat afflicted thee shall come bending unto thee^ and all 
they that despbed thee shall bow ihifmseloes down at the 
soles of thy feet^ and they shall call thee the City of the 
Lord, the Zion of the Holy One of Israel.'' {Isa.]x. 14.) 
It is the very type also of the dry tree of Ezekiel, which 
all the trees cS the fidd are to acknowledge that the Lord 
hath exalted; and by the other symbols would it appear 
to be the ruling and reigning power of the Great and Holy 
City> the New Jerusalem. 

Laodicea has no particular mark, except the term of 
being *^ neither cold nor hot," which may well denote the 
lukewarm state of the Coptic or Egyptian Church in past 
i^es> and at the present hour. 

These seven Churches are the seven National Churches 
of the empire of the Lamb, and of the three last does Isaiah 
predict in remarkable language, proving it to be a pro'phecy 
never yet accomplished, when he says, ''In that day shall 
Israel be the third with Eg]rpt and with Assyria, even a 
blessing in the midst of the land. Whom the Lord of 
Hosts shall bless, saying, Blessed be Egypt my people, 
and Assyria the work of my hands, and Israel mine inheri- 
tance" (Isa. xix. 24, 25.) And it may be observed, that 
what was before deemefl a reproach and a curse, as was the 
alliance with Assyria and the going down to Egypt, will, 
in the future day, be counted a blessing, a strict triple union 
being predicted in these words, and a highway being esta- 
blished from Assyria to Egypt, and from Egjrpt to Assyria, 
and that through the Holy Land. 
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REV. IV. 



The symbols of this chapter denote it to be a time of 
contest and of judgment. He who sits upon the throne 
is, arrayed like Him who sits upon the throne of Ezekiel 
i..S7^ at the time he commands the cherubim to let down 
their wings, or to cease their *^ running to and fro like a 
flash of lightning." The rainbow of Ezekiel was one of 
many colours, showing indeed that vision to be connected 
with the tyrannies; whilst this of St. John is "green like 
unto an emerald/' one uniform colour, and the emblem of 
Christianity, when ^'the Lord shall be King over all thfe 
earth, in that day when there shall be One Lord and his 
Name One," (Zech. xiv. 9.) to which day Zechariah 
evidently refers, when he observes, at " evening time it shall 
be light ;^ but in either case, the rainbow is a token of the 
covenant made with Israel, for with no other people has 
any special covenant been made. The rainbow of St. John 
is therefore a symbol of the new covenant, that of Jeremiah 
xxxi, 31 ; not of works, subject to the infliction of wrath, 
but of a new heart. It is also remarkable that the four 
beasts, (or cherubim of Ezekiel,) the agents of wrath, are 
then contending for possession, being sometimes "round 
about," and sometimes " in the midst of the- throne^* which 
throne of the last days Jeremiah declares is Jerusalem. 
The beasts, however, finally submit, (iv. 8.) and then do the 
twenty-four elders with crowns of gold, emblems of Jewish 
sovereignty, cast their crowns before the throne, and give 
thanks to God. 

REV. V. 



The throne of the fifth chapter is the throne of judg- 
ment and of victory, not of conflict, and is connected with 
the Roman judgment of Daniel vii. 10, by '^the thousands 
of thousands, and ten thousand times ten thousand," which 
surround the throne. The lamb which takes the book is then 
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relumed from the Roman triumph, and is identified by his 
Uoodnstained fleece with the Mighty Conqueror, who has 
his 'Gesture dipped in blood/* against whom the Beast 
and Ten Kings make war. Both these symbols represent 
the same power, for it is said to be ''the Lamb" also against 
;whom they make war, though the fifth Horseman of the 
.White Horse is represented as having triumphed. It is 
remarkable, also, that though in the first judgment of St. 
John, (Rev. xx. 4.) no central throne is mentioned, yet that 
is obviously the Roman judgment, and is connected with 
the judgment of Daniel vii. 10 ; and, therefore, when St. 
John states, '' I saw thrones, and they sat upon them, 
and judgment was given to them;" (xx. 4.) these must be 
the thrones of the elders, the connecting link of Rev. 
XX. .4, with Dan. vii. 10, being Rev. v. 11; for thie first 
judgment of St. John is evidently on those who had ** the 
mark of the Beast, and worshipped his image," which is 
the Roman judgment of Daniel. Rev. v. 11, and xx. 4, 
are therefore equally connected, as are Rev. v. 1 1, and Dan. 
vii. 10. The epoch of this vision is synchronical also with 
the seventh trumpet by v. 10 and \2. That the scenery of 
it relates to the last day, is demonstrated by the opening of 
the book, which was sealed in the days of Daniel, and is 
his history of the tyrannies. The very circumstance of the 
seals being broken, proves it to be the dissolution of the 
mystery, and consequently, the time of triumph predicted 
by the Angel of the tenth chapter concerning that people 
whose history the little open book signified. Then it is that 
the four beasts acquiesce in the Divine Will, and with the 
elders adore the proceedings of the All-powerful One. 

REV. VI. 



Thunders signify wars, and uniformly accompany earth- 
quakes, or political revolutions. For Isaiah declares, that 
when " the Lord mustereth the host of the battle, there is 
a tumultuous noise of the kingdoms of nations" (chap. xiii. 4); 
so the Psalmist, when " the God of glory thundereth, the 
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Toice of the Lord is upon many waters," (xxix, 3.) The 
first tyranny commenced with war, and the horseman of the 
first Seal proceeds with the noise of thunder, and denotes 
the Babylonic Monarchy. This vision is constructed pre- 
cisely upon the same principle as that of the Cherubim and 
Wheels of Ezekiel, which come out of the whirlwind, and 
out of the fire, denoting desolations ; or that of the Four 
Beasts, after the striving of the four winds (armies) upon the 
sea, or tumultuous confiict of nations. The first horseman 
had a crown given to him ; it is the crown and monarchy of 
Israel given to Nebuchadnezzar : so was the Man's heart 
given to the Lion, the first and noblest beast in the vision of 
Daniel, and Jeho'iakim, and the vessels of the house of the 
Lord, to the king of Babylon. And, agreeably to the inter- 
pretation of Daubuz and Woodhouse, a warrior on a white 
horse denotes victory. 

The second Seal describes the Medo-Persian power, and 
" a great sword" given to a warrior, with a command to " kiit 
and tahe peace from the earth" is similar to the injunction laid 
upon THE Bear, to " arise and devour much flesh" The 
going forth of this horse is also accompanied with thunder, 
denoting war. 

The third Seal equally denotes the Macedonian empire; 
the warrior having a yoke in his hand, rushing forth to place 
it on the necks of the Medes and Persians j for it is such a 
yoke as Jeremiah employed when he denounced judgment to 
the nations ; and who has, therefore, estabhshed the sense in 
which the symbol is to be employed ; nevertheless with a 
command to spare the land of oil and wine, or Palestine. 
The third horse and horseman is therefore well symbolised 
also by the Leopard with four Heads, into which the Mace- 
donian empire was afterwards divided ; the voice in the midst 
of the four beasts deciding the sale of the four portions of 
that conquest, at a price which denotes an easy purchase, and 
which distribution of the empire was, m fact, the work only 
of a day. 

The fourth Seal, compared with the fourth Beast of Daniel, 
carries with it the powerful conviction, that the same Roman 
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iSB^fpm Id intended. It ji«ft.4wo Gliders, '' Dbato andr Hsll,** 
*aiid die9p ffittst be tbe govcpmg aaoendancies of the last em- 
pirei dem^d by tb^ li^ llom of the great and terrible 
wad Beast {Dan. v^-X «i^ by the Little Horn, or King of 
fieece countenance} of Dam^yVlL These terrific symbok^of 
Deaik asid HeU axe recognised by him who speaks, in the 
first visioni dedarin^ in prophetic ]aiigoage» that he has ^ the 
power ever them,'' lu>lding the keys in his right hand, and 
decidii^ the eventual establishmait of his own sovereignty 
under the symbolic language of being " alive for evermore ;** 
fiur it is in reference to the power of Death and Hell that these 
wcMfda Bie apoken. * Precisely is the same figure predicted by 
Hosea, when, after ibe desolation of the four Beasts, and 
when the Lord declares that He will be '' King in Israd ;** 
.then it is that he wiU overcome their enemies, and be *' the 
plagues of Deaih, and the destruction of If ell.** By this 
prophecy of Hpsea (chap. xiii. 14.)» the symbols of Death 
and HeU are comiected with the four Beasts of Daniel, for it 
is certain that the prophet refers to the same four beasts 
(ver. 8.) of the same chapter. That it is a prophecy in 
which the people of Israel are interested, will appear from 
comparing the latter part of Rev. vi. 8. with Ezekiel's four 
sore .plagues (chap. xiv. SI, and Dan. xi. 83.), after the 
Mohammedan: desolation has placed its overspreading abo- 
Bdnatixm. These dreadful symbols, therefore, clearly predict 
the Papal and the Mohanunedan powers. 

' The fifth Seal is that time of slaughter which is predicted 
und^r these tyrannies of Death and Hell ;. and it is towards 
ibe close of the time of the mystery that the souls under the 
dbtfur (a Jewish symbol) cry for vengeance on: their enemies, 
ajjid tj^ white robes are given to them. These white robes, 
and cpnaequadtly the parties also who receive them, are evi- 
d^itly tho9e who are sealed, (chap. vii. 4.) ; and who have 
^ washed their robes, and have made them white in the blood of 
the Lamb," (chap. vii. 14.), which chapter is a supplementery 
history of the fifth Seal; and these sealed of the twelve 
tribes, a^e " the first fruits*^ of the nation (Rev. xiv. 1.); the 
great in-gathering of the harvest out of, not from att nations, 
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as Dean Woodhouse has justly observed, but out of tbe 
Roman " nations, and peoples, and kindreds, and tongues," 
upon which the Papal harlot sitteth ; Rev. xvii. 16,, xiv. 6. 
It may, therefore, be justly apprehended, that dreadful blood- 
shed will yet take place, and that there will yet he a still severer 
persecution of Jews and Christians, distinguished as they are 
by the symbols of "fellow-servants" and of " brethren ;" for it 
is clear that a future suffering is to take place, after the " rest 
of the little season " of the fifth Seal, which is the rest of the 
present day. These territle persecutions are the crimes 
which draw down upon the Roman empire, — of Sun, Moon, 
and Stars, or Earth, Sea and Trees — the vindicating judg- 
ments of God. The authorities of Mr, Frere, and of the 
Rev. Mr. Irving, that the chosen of the twelve tribes desig- 
nate the British Protestant nation, may therefore be im- 
pugned ; but it is lamentable to think that such men as these, 
aa well as the Rev. Mr. Cooper, should be administering to 
the fond conceits and false vanities of a nation like our own, 
or be found depriving the Jewish nation of the promises and 
privileges declared by God to he their portion; and equally 
ungrateful is it, considering the blessings which the Christian 
world have received at their hands. The desolations of this 
Seal, there can be Lttle hesitation in presuming, are caused 
by the Four Winds of the same supplementary history — 
winds uniformly denoting armies ; and that these constitute 
either the blasphemous " Holy Alliance" or, as may also be 
surmised, the four Euphratean Angels, who, in all probability, 
are designated as the invaders and desolators of Europe ; or of 
the Sun, Moon, and Stars of the Western Empire; and are 
equally predicted by the "brimstone and fire" of iiei'.xiv. 10., 
but then not to destroy, but to "smite the earth, sea, a/tdirees/' 
and thus may the contention be between these Angels and 
t/ie Holy Alliance, in whicli, however, oilier parties will un- 
doubtedly suffer. 

The sixth Seal is the terrible judgment of the great 
day of the wrath of the Lamb, on the Roman Empire, 
both east and west ; or of the Mighty Conqueror, on the 
Dragon, Beast, and False Prophet, which are equally 
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extensive symbols, both as it respects the sovereign^ 
as the territory. It is his " great. day of wraih,** and is at- 
tended with ^ a great earthquake,'' or revolution, synchro- 
qiri^g, therefore^ with the termination of the dxth Trumpet, 
which baa ako. " a great earthquake,** Rev^ xL 13 ; and wtdi 
the pouring out of the seventh Vial, (chap. xvL 18.), which 
has likewise " a great earthquake.** All the vials, therefore^ 
are comprehended within this Seal ; and the sixth Seal and 
nicteenth Chapter are synchronical. The cry from the altar 
oiRep. vi. 10. under the fifth Seal, and the cry of the Angel 
out of the aUar of the third Vial, when the judgment comes 
upon '' the rivers and fountains of waters, and they became 
blood,'* (chap. zvi. 7.) are remarkable ; and so is the circum- 
jstance of the Angel of the Waters and the Angel of the 
Altar, answering one another, symbolising (as might appear) 
the chiefs of die Fellow-Servants, and the chiefs of the 
Brethren, under the fifth Seal. 

REV. VII. 



The substance of this chapter, being supplementary to th0 
fifth Seal, having been much anticipated, nothing more need 
be said, than that Christians cannot be intended; for the great 
multitude now put on their white robes, and ^^ wash them 
whUe^ for the first time, ^^ in the blood of the Lamb,*' A 
true Christian is always clothed with his white robe. The 
Jewish nation, therefore, who will now profess their faith in 
Christ, must be that people, and are besides described as the 
twelve tribes, corresponding with the twelve tribes of Israel, 
as. predicted by Ezekiel, who are to ** inherit the land, one as' 
well as another,'' '* concerning which the Lord lifted up his 
hand to give it to their fathers," (chap. xlviL 14.) which never 
occurred after the Babylonic captivity. But if this chapter 
be supplementary to the fiftli, or synchronical with the sixth' 
Seal, it synchronises also with Itev.xix.6 — 8, where the 
BRIDE is arrayed in her white robes; and with Rev. xxi. 9, 10- 
for there also the symbolical descent of that city which is 
likewise the Bride of the Lamb, must take place, a symbol 



which is equivalent to the rise of that kingdom which is 
to supersede the " Great City Babylon," or the Koman 
spiritual power; or of that bride who rises on the fall of the 
Papal Harlot. The great event of the Little Stone, or 
last Kingdom, which is cut out of the Stony Moun- 
tMn; or the separation of the province of Palestine from the 
Turkish Empire, which may be considered the fall of the 
" tenth part of the city," will then take place ; for it is 
not tke Great City, which ia a symbol of the whole empire, 
but the tenth part of the City, which is a component part 
of the whole empire, yet is this fall the grand characteristic 
of the times. And, however insignificant that event may seem 
to many eyes, it is that Little Stone which becomes th6 
Great Mountain, and fills the whole earth. 

REV. Via 



The seventh Seal opens with a time of silence in heaven, 
and is consequent on the fall of the Dragon, Beast, and 
false Prophet. It b in heaven, or the universal Church. 
Silence, throughout the Scriptures, xmiveraally denotes the 
last day of glory, or rest after the fall of the enemy. 
Pta. xlv. which synchronises with Rev. xix., and celebrated 
the marriage of the bride, is followed by the desolations of 
Psa. slvi,, when the emphatic silence of this Seal takes place ; 
the judgment of the sixth Seal, synchronising with Rev. xix- 
SO, but equally after the desolations of Ps. xlvi. do the words 
occur, " Be stiU, and know that I am the All^yoweiful Oner" 
and when " He is in his holy temple, the whole earth are to 
keep silence before Him" as predicted by Habakkuji, ii. 20. 

The second verse of this chapter is obviously unconnected 
with the narrative of the seventh Seal, which notation of 
the trumpets is, however, connected with the sixth verge. 
The second verse, therefore, should be thrown into a 
parenthesis, and the narrative then continues, and the scene 
is changed from the Brazen Altar of the fifth Seal (for it 
was at the brazen altar where the blood was shed,) to the 
" Golden Altar of Incense," which is a Jewish symbol, and 
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denotes that people, whose prayers now ascend with aoaept^^ 
ance. It synchronises or nearly so, with Ite0, x& I9i 
the Ark of the Testament th^d Been in the Templei 
another Jewish symbol, being of equal import with the 
Golden Altar, where the blood of the victim was sprinkled 
widi acceptance as a propitiation by the Ifigh Priest, but 19 
a token of still nearer access. The Dragon, thiAigh bound 
under the sixth Seal, is still alive, and so wiH Mohammedism 
still reign, even after the &11 of the Dragon, for the power 
of the Holy People ceases to be scattered at the end of 
the twelve hundred and sixty years ; but ^' the abomination 
which maketh desolate" continues to the termination of the 
twelve hundred and ninety days. The irrevocable sentence 
of the Beast and false Ptophet also take place at the end 
of the mysterious twelve hundred and sixty days, or Roman 
judgment of Daniel, but the fate of the Dragon is decided 
under the seventh Seal ; and the fire out of the censer fidls 
from heaven, or the church, synchronizing with Rev. xx. 9, or 
Dan. xii. 1 1, which is the taking away of " the abomination 
that makedi desolate.** The earthquake, therefore^ which 
takes place Ret. viiL 5, synchronizes with the dose of the 
seventh Trumpet, and with the earthquake of that trumpet. 
The whole history of the prophetical woild is there- 
fore comprised in the seven Seals, (chap. vi. and viii. 1— -5 1} 
chap. vii. being supplementary ; like as the vision of the great 
Image, which details the events of prophetical time during 
the period of the two thousand five hundred and twenty 
years, from the first rise of Babylon till the final establish- 
ment fttid frdl glory of the empire of the Mountain, syn- 
chronises also in its consummation with the teimination of 
the one thousand three hundred and thirty-five years of 
Daniel, when the Son of Man is to be everlastingly blessed, 
all rule and authority and power being made subject to Him, 
and all enenues put under his feet, an event which concludes 
all change, and decides the dominion of " the Father of the 
Everlasting Age,** who is to have the government on his 
shoulder, and is to rule and reign on the throne of David, 
and over his People Israel for ever. 
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CHAP. VIII. coNirNUED, and to the e»d of chap. JX. 
Seven Trumpets. 

These are the judgments of God on the Roman empire. 
T7ie first trumpet denotes a dreadful tempest from the 
north, or the invasion of the Gothic nations during the 
fourth and fifth centuries. The second trumpet predicts 
the fall of an empire, and must denote the fall of Rome 
under Augustulus ; this symbol is explained by Jeremiah, 
as it concerns Babylon. (Jer. It. 25.) The third and fifth 
trumpets have homogeneous symbols. If the fifth denote 
the rise of the Mohammedan Imposture by the fall of " a 
star from heaven," and by the smoke of the bottomless pit, 
the tliird trumpet must equally foretell the rise of the Papal 
Apostacy and the poison of the European Waters. The 
cad of the Papal Harlot and her ways is foretold in similar; 
language. (^Prov. v. 3 — G.) "Burning as it were a lamp," 
shows also that the symbol is to be understood in the same . 
sense as the seven lamps of fire which surround the first 
throne, (^Itev. iv. 5.) that is, as one of the seven cliurches, 
fthe Roman,) and here may be f^rly traced the significajit 
meaning of symbolic language^ Such are the gross con- 
ceptions of many minds, that they literally expect a Great 
and Holy City to descend firom Heaven in the last day, yet 
the Jailing of " a star from heaven," as universaUy aUowed, 
signifies the rise of the Mohammedan Imposture ; that of 
the third trumpet must denote a similar truth, the flight 
of a woman from heaven to the wilderness, a woman 
signifying a church, must intend the same event; but ao 
also must the descent of a Great and Holy City from Heaven 
signify Me establishment of an empire upon earth, " a great . 
city" signifying an empire ; but it is " great and holy," and must 
therefore denote an extensive temporal and spiritual kingdom. 
The fourth trumpet denotes a secession of the third part , 
of the Roman empire, and predicts the establishment of 
the Western empire in concert with the star of the third 
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trumpet These are judgments also^ *' for a house divided 
agabist itself cannot stand.'* Ip reference to the fi^ 
trumpet, one of the three more grievous woes, it may be 
observed, that the Key given or the power granted over the 
bottomless pit, is an allusion to Rev. i» 18, proving, indeed>:the 
epoch of that vision to be one, in which the Existence pre^ 
dieted has resumed his power; for so long as the Key 
of the bottomless pit, or the symbolical Helly is said to be 
in the hands of die Mohammedan power, it cannot be in the 
hand of the Governor of the Churches. 

In the passage which precedes the detail of the fifth 
trumpet^ where the three woes are denounced, is to be 
found the first expression of *^ the midst of heaven;** hnt 
a similar expression occurs in Rev. xiv« 6. Now, if the 
xecurrenpe of words were to prove synchrony sms, as Mr. 
Frere. seems to intimate as a positive and general rule, this 
is a symbolic expression which dissolves the argument, 
for itis evident that these two passages can have no reference 
in point of. time, although there may be a coincidence of 
place. Such a position would vary materially the con- 
•struction of any prophecy, and if the symbol of ** the midst 
4^ heaioen^ (Rev. viiL 13.) denote the hemisphere of 
Palestine, that of Rev^ xiv. 6, cannot intend Great Britain. 
But there can be little doubt that the symbol does regard 
place, and that that place is Palestine. In order to investigate 
this point, we must take the seven kingdoms as the platform 
. of the universal tyranny, and the voice *'in the midst of 
heaven " will then concern the heaven of the territory beneatli. 
Palestine is that midst, the very centre of the seven 
Kingdoms and of the seven Churches, having Assyria and 
Egypt on the right and left, Babylon and Medo-Persia east, 
and Rome and Macedonia on the west, and which territory is 
atUl a prey to the Saracenic and Turkish abominations. Their 
domination is its plague, and the three woes are the 
Mohanunedan woes predicted, the third being the invasion 
of the Gog and Magog, both of St. John and of Ezekiel. 
In reference, therefore, to Palestine, ** the earth" is its 
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symbolical term, though by conquest applicable to other 
nations during the times of their tyrannies, and is equally 
extensive with their territories ; " the heaven" is equally 
its spiritual or ecclesiastical firmament, and although deso- 
lations came upon that earth by the Roman power, and 
there were tempests in that heaven, these are not to be 
compared with the Mohammedan desolations, which have 
not only "tormented and killed" the Koman power in the 
east, but keep scattered from their home the whole 
Jewish Nation. 

On the sounding of the sixth ti'umpet, which is the second 
or Turkish woe, a voice is heard from the Jour horns of the 
Golden Altar, tlie tetrarchics of Palestine, Palestine itself 
being the Golden Altar, where the incense of all nations 
must, in the last day, be offered, hastening forward as it 
were the second woe of the Euphratean Angels, or the 
Turkish Invaders. The time of that trumpet, when the 
Eastern Roman Empire fell under tlie ruthless fang of the 
Turkish Viper, is to be reckoned from the overthrow of 
Constantinople, its capital, and must now consequently be near 
its close. That it is not yet expired is evident- from the 
Turks being yet in possession of the Eastern Empire, and 
that the Witnesses still prophecy in sack-cloth. 

The sixth trumpet, as Dean Woodhouse justly remarks, 
does not close its desolating notes till Rev. xi, 14. The 
fifth and sixth trumpets obviously embrace, therefore, the 
two succeeding chapters, and are synchronical in their times ; 
that time is expressed (xi. ?.) as being twelve hundred and 
sixty years, of which the time of the sixtli trumpet niuat 
be considered a component part : the Mohammedan being; 
the oppressing power, which treads under foot the Holy 
City, and, consequently, the Witnesses of that City, The 
tenth is therefore connected with the ninth chapter, and the 
dissolution of the mysterious times with the time of the sixth 
trumpet, and the little open book is the history detailed, 
(xi. 1—14.) 

Many explanations of other symbols might be given. 
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different iadeed from the general construction of Commen- 
tators, but for thcise, ^with present remarks, the reader 
may be referred to a larger, work, published on a former 
occasion. 

REV. X. 



Wqateveb may be the constructbn of ''the One sitting 
upon the throng" {Bev. iv.) that of the descent of the great 
Angel from Heaven is obviously a synchronical pophecy • The 
Rainbow denotes the Mighty Angel to be a Divine Power, 
and sent to execute the purposes denoted by the RainboWj 
which is a sagn of the last times. Here the. colour is not 
specified, neither as in Ezekiel, nor as in chap. v. It is, 
however, on account of bis people Israel* of which, the 
Rainbow i» the. token, and when he utters his loud voice 
" as when a lion roareth," and declares that ** time shall be no 
longer ^^ it is evident not only that He is ''the Lion of the 
tribe -of Judafa/' (v. 5.) but that he is also the Governor 
..of the Churches, by "his face being as it were the Sun, 
4lid his feet as pillars of fire;" the prophecy referring also 
to the '' One Man" .of Daniel, who came to reveal what God 
had determined concerning the people of Daniel, (xu. 7.) 
Mr. Frere observes^ the little open book in his hand ia,fhe 
history at- the Churchy but thb, it has been before observ^ed, 
is an indefinite expression. Ezekiel clearly shows that it 
is his rdl, written within and without, with lamenta- 
tion and mourning, and woe; (E«eLu,8^10; iiL I— 3.) 
and that the appjeaiance concerned, on this occasion, ^no 
other people than the house of Israel. St. John performs 
a precisely similar act to that of Ezekiel, and eats the roll, 
Le. digests its contents; sweet from tiie promises it 
^sontains, but bitter because of the a£Giictions to be endtured. 
;The act of the Apostle ooncerns the . desolations of the 
i people of Israel during the calamitoMS tiinea of the fifth and 
iuxth trumpets, that history being contained chap. xi. 1—14; 
He prophecies also concerning " many peoples, and nations, 

g2 
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Rud tongues, and kinga," anc! these are the "many waters" 
of the Western empire, embracing chap. xii. to six. 

Thunders denote wars, and seven wars are denounced by 
the seven thunders ; and these it may be presumed have 
taken place during the conflicts of the past thirty years ; 
and the present is the time to swear that " time shall be no 
longer," for there have been seven wars and seven distinct 
treaties of peace. 

It has been said, and the proposition is still maintained, 
that whatever may be considered the nature of these awful 
existences, a time of triumph only is intended, and that the 
prophetic narrative afterwards revealed, brings up the history 
to that same period of time. The liistory of the Witnesses 
is of a similar character, and it is clear that the declaration 
of " time shall be no longer" pronounced as it is by a Mighty 
Fiat, must dissolve the mystery, hut so does "the great 
earthquake" of xi. 13; and these two sentences are there- 
fore synchronical, for the Witnesses then rise to power ; 
but Rev. s. is the nucleus of two lines of prophecy, one 
concerning the Witnesses of the East, and the other " the 
many nations," and as the first is contained Rev. xi., so 
the history concerning the "many nations" is brought up to 
the same point of time Rev. xix., and this point may be 
established upon the general analogy of the Apocalypse. 
The Governor of the Churches first appears Rev. i., and 
then the history of the Churches is brought up to the time 
of triumph ; so likewise the One sitting upon the Throne, 
and the Lamb in the midst of the Throne are presented to 
attention, and then the history of the Seals and of the 
Trumpets, {Rev. vi. to xi.) terminate with similar marks of 
universal triumph. 

But the Angel sets his feet also on " the earth," or Eastern 
empire, and on the sea, or Western empire, and whilst he 
proclaims deliverance to liis people, and declares that time 
shall be no longer, pronounces judgment also on the Nations ; 
and commands to prophecy concerning them, which is 
detailed chap, xii.— xix. Thus the open book may be 
placed in apposition with the sealed book, the one revealing 
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the Ustoryof Israel, known and read by all the world, the 
other containing the history of the tyrannies, which is yet 
a sealed book, to the astonishment of all good and thinking 
minds, and proves itself to be still sealed to the misery of 
mankind. When will the kingdom come which is to be esta- 
blished in peace and righteousness ? and *^ in righteousness 
will He both judge and make war.*' 



REV. XL 

The History of the Witnesses. 



These Witnesses are described by two symbols, a 
Candlestick and an Olive Tree, both symbols being emble- 
matical of Churches. The Witnesses are to prophecy also in 
sack-cloth, during, twelve hundred and sixty years, and are 
to be " trodden under foot " during that period. This 
treading down concerns the times of the Gentiles, as pre- 
dicted by our Lord, of '^Jerusalem 6^^ trodden doum^ 
«nd the Jews being led captive into all nations.'* The 
Oppression, he has also declared to be ''the abomination 
which maketh desolate^'' for an explanation of which pre- 
diction he refers to the prophecy of Daniel, which obviously 
represents the Mohammedan power, or the tyranny of 
^'tke King of fierce countenance^'^ the vengeance of which 
tyranny was directed against ''the people of the book," 
Jews and Christians. The two Olive Trees may therefore 
well designate the Jewish and Greek Churches, admitting the 
most favourable construction as to the Christian world being 
concerned in this prophecy. Some important and decisive 
facts must unquestionably be intended by these two Olive 
Trees and by these oppressed Witnesses;, and it is an 
historical fact, that these two Churches of the Jews and 
the Greeks have been oppressed and trodden down during 
a period of nearly twelve hundred and sixty years ; whilst^ 
m the general application of this prophecy to the 
^Waldenses and Albigenses nothing occurs, nor even in the 
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succession of other Witnesses, nor as it respects the Old 
and New Testaments, to reconcile the mind to any snch 
interpretation. 

These Olive Trees, predicted also by Zechariah, " stand," 
it is said, " bt/ the Lord of the whole earth," and it is a 
prophecy which concerns the fiiture day, for when the 
Great Mountain becomes a plain before Zcrubbabel, they 
then empty the golden oil out of themselves into the seven- 
branched lamp. It is however remarkable, and worthy of 
much consideration, that when the kingdom of the Twelve 
Tribes shall be re-estabhshed, according to the prophecy 
of Ezekiel, and after "the holy oblation" shall have been 
dedicated by the Twelve Tribes to the God of Israel, who 
are " to possess the Land one as well as another, even as the 
Lord God gave to their fathers-," and when "the glory of 
God shall have entered the temple from the east," six 
of the tribes, with Judah at their head, stand on the right 
side, and six, with Benjamin at their head, on the left side 
of the holy oblation, from which holy oblation the living 
streams are to flow which heal the nations. In this 
sense, therefore, may the Witnesses who bear testimony 
for God, and are trampled down by the Mohammedan 
Oppressor, be considered as Joseph and Judah, according 
to Esek. xxxix., and may thus be said, in reference to the 
prophecy of Zechariah, to be " the two anointed ones 
that stand by the Lord of the whole earth," or of that 
of St. John, to be " the two Olive Trees standing before 
the God or Mighty One of the earth." 

These two Olive Sticks of Joseph and Judah are planted 
again in Palestine, before the Beast of the bottomless pit, 
or of the Western emph-e, goes up to war against their tribes 
or the witnesses. They are overwhelmed but not broken up, 
because they live though politically slain during the three years 
and a half, in the sight of the nations, their politically dead 
bodies not being permitted to be put in the graves of nations 
as before, and therefore the tribes are not scattered amongst 
them as before. If the Mohammedans be tlie Ascendant Power 
predicted, as that empire reckons by Lunar years, and as the 
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prophecy concerns the Jewish Churchi the emblem of whicb 
is the Sf ocmy the ecclesiastfcal; authority, in the heaven 
will again, as originally intended, be committed tp tbem ; and 
the period of prophecying in sack-^loth must be nearly at 
its close, the Mohammedan power lu^w reckoning by ita 
twelve hundred ^nd forty-third year ; for, at the close of the 
twelve hundred and sixty years the Witnesses ascend inta 
heaven, or obtain muversal authority in the Church. 

The prophecy of the two Witnesses is a paralleLprophecy 
with the fifth Seal, for this also is the time of slaughter and 
oppression, and is equally coiinected with '* a short season," 
which is, in all probability, the three years and a half of 
the Witnesses, and equally denotes a time of persecution,, 
both of Christians and Jews, linked as this prophecy is like-^ 
mae with the thkd Vial, as in a circle, the cry then 
ascending from '* the angel of the waters," which is 
responded to by ** the angel of the AUarJ* 

'^The great Earthquake" of the sixth Trumpet, which 
synchronises with "the great Earthquake" of the sixth 
Seal, and with " the great Earthquake" of the seventh Vial 
next succeeds; and the tenth part of the Turkish city or 
empire falls, which is the Pachalie of Damascus^ on which 
Palestine is now dependent. There is a distinction to be taken 
in this place. The City (xi. 13.) is not "the Great City," 
(xvi« 19.)' but is a part of that Great City which is a symbol of 
the whole Roman Empire, East and West. It is a part of the 
Eastern Gity which then falls, every separate State, or King- 
dom, or Empire, being considered a City, a» when it is said, 
** the cities of the nations feU" intending the overthrow of 
all political estaiblishments throughout all the universal 
empire, or "The Great City." Thfe symbol of the sixth 
trumpet represents, however, only the tenth part of the city, 
and &4 ^o is the Turkish Empire divided into ten Pachalics^ 
of which, that of Damascus is the tenth, and it is peihaps 
remarkable, that the^Pacihalic of Damascus scarcely occupies 
moire ground than was fonnerly conquered by David, 
nor the boundary to^ which the original grant to the twelve 
tribes^' ^stended, which was. "from sea to se^- and frdm 
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the river (Euplirates) to the ends of the earth," perhaps 
to the river of Egypt, to which the Jews still lay claim. It 
is a prophecy which concerns the territory on which the 
Witnesses shall he established in glory, Jerusalem being 
the throne of the Lord, and the throne of the last days. 

It may be remarked by the way, that Jerusalem being 
said to be " the throne of the Lord," as predicted by 
Jeremiah and Ezekiel, excludes the supposition of its even 
being the residence of Men, save of the priests of Zadok, 
who are to come near " to minister to the Lord," because 
Ezekiel assigns greater dimensions to the " Most Holy 
Portion," than the extent of Jerusalem, and places the City 
of the Twelve Tribes at thirty miles distance, which is of still 
larger dimensions. The Sanctuary of the last days, which 
is an exact Roman square mile, is " the throne of the 
Lord," and is obviously Jerusalem. 

The Seventh Trumpet. 



The seventh Trumpet is also a woe trumpet, bat 
homogeneity requires, if the two preceding trumpets be 
woe trumpets, and are attended with terrific invasions, that a 
similar woe be denounced, which must aflect the inhabitants 
of the same prophetic earth. This Trumpet is synchronical 
with the seventh Seal and with the second Judgment. 
The second Judgment of St. John is preceded by the 
invasion of Gog and Magog, who are destroyed by fire 
from heaven, synchronically by the fire from the altar of 
the seventh Seal, Rev. viii. 5, which event is connected 
with the last earthquake. This event must he explained by 
Ezekiel, who represents Gog and Magog, of whom the 
prophets in ancient times had predicted as coming up against 
the twelve tribes, then settled on the Mountains of Israel after 
they have been rescued from the nations, a similar symbol 
arresting then- progress and destroying the enemy, as under 
the seventh Seal and seventh Judgment ; hut the prophets 
have predicted of no other Gog and Magog than the wicked 
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Man, or King of fierce countenance, as being the last enemy 
who is to come to his end and none shall help him, and is to be 
destroyed by the brightness of the rising of the Sun of Righ- 
teousness. The earthquakes of the seventh Trumpet aiid 
seventh Seal therefore synchronise with the second judgment 
and the kingdom then becomes '^ the Lord's and his Anoint- 
edV;" the seventh Trumpet and throne of the Lamb, when the 
mystery is dissolved, being also synchronical. No future enemy 
can possibly assail the Church, for the prophecies of Micah 
iv. 1 ; Isaiah ii» 1 ; and Dan. ii. 35, concerning the mountain 
of the Lord's house, will then be fulfilled, and the canon of 
prophecy will be completed and closed, 

REV. XIL 



The Woman of the twelfth chapter does not signify the 
pure Church, nor the Church universal, but a national 
Church, and that the Papal. No woman sigiiifies the 
Church universal. That is the prerogative of Christ alone, 
who is also both Sun and Moon to his people. The favored 
bride, the wife of youth, is therefore also a national bride, 
to whom he is both '^ Sun and Moon," as Isaiah predicts 
concerning the future glory of the Jewish Nation, who 
will be to him a crown of glory, a diadem of beauty iii 
the hand of her God; and the great distinction to be 
taken in this prediction, is, the period of time when this 
Woman is seen in the heaven or universal church, clothed 
with the Sun and standing on the Moon, or on all ecclesiastical 
authority. The prophecy synchronises with the fourth 
Seal, the going forth of cfeo^A on " the livid-green horse,'* 
as Woodhouse has lucidly expressed it, not green like the 
rainbow of Him who sits upon the throne of Hev. iv., but 
Uvid-grieen, when the empire represented by the horse, is 
a putrid mass of corruption. The distinction between this 
Woman and the daughter of Zion, (Isa. Ixvi. 7^ 8.) or the 
bride of the ; Lamb, (Bev. xix. 8.) is, that this woman 
''pained to be delivered;" and brought forth her '' Man-child " 
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b^ore the " dme, times, and a half," whilst, on the contrary, 
the daughter of Zion travaileth hefore her pain comet, and 
"the man-child" or "nation is born in a day," at the end 
of the times, for it is when the Gentiles are to be judged. 
The correspondence of the symbol of Isaiah obviously denotes 
tliat " the man-child" of the woman of the twelfth chapter is 
a nation also, and can be no other than the Western Roman 
Empire; "the man-child" being also the delegated counter- 
part of "the image of a man," (Dan. ii.) as the Beast 
rising up out of the sea is of the Dragon, to whom he gives 
this throne and authority and great power. The Dragon, 
therefore, who watches the Papal Harlot is the Eastern 
Empire, nor can it be the will of any Potentate that a 
rival power should be raised up to rule upon his throne. 
That the Dragon as well as the Beast is still in existence, 
and must denote some empire as well as the beast is very 
evident, because tlie Dragon is found in concert with the 
Beast, fighting in the last day at the battle of Armageddon, 
and must therefore represent some power when the Papal 
Empire was estahliahed, and yet inimical to that rise, which 
can only be the Eastern Empire, jealous of the alliance of 
the Papal Power with some other confederated Kingdom or 
Empire. It must be recollected, that the history of ages is 
compressed in a few words, and that the leading traits of 
histoiy must be brought to bear on siich a subject. 

The Woman leaves the heaven or church, preferring 
earthly to heavenly concerns, and flies to the Wilderness, 
but that Wilderness must be the Western Empire, in which 
she is found riding upon the Beast at the time of judgment, 
and therei'ore is found acting in concert with " the Man- 
child," her own progeny, at'the end of the days; for "the 
throne of God" merely signifies the throne of the Mighty 
One, that is of the Dragon, for he also is represented as 
being in heaven at the time, and the Woman is then 
clothed with the Sun, or the sovereign autliority of the 
Dragon, who is the God or Mighty One of the day, the 
Prince of this world, which now ruleth and reignelh in the 
children of disobedience. The last battle is important, but 
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this seems to be betwera^l^e Eastern Empire, symboIiseA 
by the^ Dragon a;nd its^ chieft,^ and the Jcrvrish {M^tidn^ and 
th^ 'chiefi/and the contest 1s"for Palestine; or theienth 
part of the city, in the central heaven of IheTuiJcish empire* 
The perseciitioiiof the woman, aftei* tiie Dragon is sp defeated 
and ejected from the heaven of Palestine, may Intend sjrm^ 
boHcally an in/basion of ihe Papal 8i<xte8 and the powers 
in alliance with her by the Turkish Dragon, and in revenge, 
probably, for the loss of empire. The symbol of the 
Dragon now centers in the Turkish power, whidi is, in 
fact, a continuation of the Eastern Roman Empire:; 
Bajazet, oh the conquest of Constantinople, having adopted 
tibe title of '^ Imperator,** and aH the ancient s^^mbols of 
Imperial dignity, as ^the slippers, robes, standards^ and 
dragomans, which last are now itideed reduced to mere 
messengers, instead of being, as in former tunes, warriors 
for the defence of the throiie. The rejoicings in heaven 
synchronise with the seventh Trumpet prospecSfcively, for 
even then, the Anointed One, to whom the kingdom is to 
be given, is said to be ''to come," and had hot therefore 
taken absolute possession of hii^ kingdom. 

REV. xm. 

The Beast rising up out of die sea denotes the rise of an 
empire from the conftised elements of the Gothic hordes, 
and therefore after the fall of the western branch of the 
Roman Empire ; the eastern, nevertheless^ surviving under 
the symbol of a Dragon with seven heads and ten horns, 
which is to be considered the symbol of 1^ Universal 
tyranny. The beast is the rdjpresentative of the Dragon 
ruling m the w€st, and on his western throne with delegated 
authority. Whatever is to be interpreted of the seven 
heads and ten horns pf ^e*dragon, is to be interpreted also 
of those of the beast c the only difference existing being, 
that 4;he heads of (he dragon are erowned, showing that the 
ruling antbority. is in the heacb. The horns and not the 
heads of the beast are crowned, and therefore equally prove 
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that the ruling authority is in the horns or the ten kingdoms, 
and which in point of fact, have ruled independently, though 
electing for themselves one federal head during the time 
being. The beast, it may be remarked, is compounded 
of the symbols of the four empires, and this must be 
equally understood also of the dragon ; but the western 
beast has an additional blasphemous mouth given to it, 
and therefore synchronises with " the little horn" of 
Daniel's fourth beast, both as it respects its time and ita 
blasphemy. The Dragon's seven heads, the first of which 
is erected with the rise of the first tyranny, cannot intend 
the seven forms of Roman Government, nor " the seven 
hills of Rome," to which almost all Commentators so fondly 
refer, as if it were positive demonstration, but are the seven 
successive divisions of the Universal Empire; the Roman 
being the fourth, and since then the Latin, Greek, and now the 
Turkish head, which claims the territory and exercises the 
rights and prerogatives of the Roman Empire hi the East ; 
nor can this question he passed over without protesting, in 
reference to the beast, against the folly of interpreters who 
reduce symbolical mountains to literal hills, as if the spirit of 
God knew not the meaning of symbolic language nor the 
strict adaptation of terms. The beast also has similar marks 
of empire, the heads of which are to be interpreted in like 
manner, that is, from the first rise of the Babylonic tyranny, the 
Roman being the fourth, and since then the Carlovingian, the 
German, and the short-lived Napoleonic heads, and agreeably 
to Rev. xvii. and xix. its final destruction, under the confede- 
rated German head now governing the empire, which is the 
eighth, though one of the seven, viz. tlie sixth. 

The power of the western beast was to be exercised 
against " the Saints," as well as over " all people, and 
nations, and tongues " of the Western Roman Empire ; 
but " the Saints " are a distinct people from " the nations 
and people and tongues," and are not the individuals of 
any of those nations, and can only therefore intend the 
Jews ; for " them that dwell in heaeen," and who are 
'* blasphemed," ate obviously not Me Saints, This 
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distincticm is not only recognized^ by . St. John, in .the 
Apocalypse, but may be noticed through all the epistles, 
where ** a fellow^tizen with the Saints" cannot jntend 
"a Saint,'' in the strict sense of the word, and therefore 
not a Jew, but a Gentile: so ^^fthe blood of the saints? 
shed by the Papal Harlot^ cannot intend '^ the blood of the 
martyrs of Jesus," but her cup was filled with the blood 
of both these people, and in this . prophecy, '^them that 
dwell in heaven," would be the appropriate title of the 
Christian Grentile, because it is coupled with another equally 
significant expression, " the Saints," which can only 
intend the Jews. 

The Beast, cffter his rise from the Sea, or the tumultuous 
elements of the nations, has also one of those seven 
divisions of empire wounded to death, but the Western 
Empire, or blasphemous ^^ Holy Roman Empire," did not 
rise from the sea till after the fall of Augustulus, and 
consequently, after the Western Roman head of the 
universal tjrranny ; the Carlo vingian died a natural death; 
the German head only was wounded, yet not mortaUy slain, 
and this figure which has so recently had its accomplish- 
ment may be justiy appreciated. At his rise they worshipped 
the Beast and the Dragon, and so have both the tyrannies bieen 
deified in every age. When the wounded beast again rose 
from the bottomless pit, they wondered, but did not. worship 
him, and such has been the astonishment of mankind at 
the Holy Roman Empire, wounded as , it ; was by th^ 
Gallic sword, again emerging after its &11 from its 
-dense obscurity.' 

The Dragon was of a red colour, both Beast and Harlot 
were of a scarlet colour, showing almost minutely the nature 
of the connexion existing between the Beast and Dragon, 
its red or scarlet colour denoting war ; precisely as does the 
Jasper colour of the One sitting upon the throne, who 
is represented by Ezekiel in flames of fire. 

The synchronism of . the prophecy coincides with the 
fourth Trumpet, and with the time of death in the fourth 
Seal, lis to its epoch) and with die fifth Seal as. to its times 
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of slaughter and blasphemies. It must die by the sword, 
even as it rose by the sword, and as it made war with the 
Saints, by its bloody persecutions, more especially at the 
time of the Crusaders, and on them that dwell in heaven, 
by the slaughter of the Protestants, so it will perish by war, 
and must go into captivity. This is the constant expecta- 
tion of the Saints, even though they wait patiently for the 
full accomplishment of the promises, and in the meanwhile 
suffer persecution. 

The Second Beast. 



This Beast rises out of the earth. There is a difficulty in 
this symbol, the earth, but as twelve hundred years must bare 
passed before therise of this beast, for it is certain that it cannot 
have arisen till within these last thirty years, a beast signifying 
an empire, and no other empire save the German and Fretich 
having arisen, it may be presumed, that the earth denotes 
"the Wilderness," in which the former beast is found; but 
it may also, as Mr. Whitaker has suggested, symholise the 
Mohammedan power, though this power is more appro- 
priately designated by the symbol of the Dragon m the 
present day. Taking into consideration the wound of the 
first beast^ and that the second beast makes an image of the 
wounded beast, this position does not, however, seem 
tenable. It is a beast, and must intend a secular empire, 
and having two boms, these must denote also two kingdoms. 
The principle of homogeneity demands this interpretation, 
for no instance can be given of a beast intending a spiritual 
power: but "a woman," or "a tree," or "a candlestick," or "an 
eye,"or "a blasphemous mouth," would have been the symbol 
adopted, for these are the appropriate characteristics, even 
of the Apocalypse, and thus "a woman riding on a beast" 
well denotes an empire, secular an'd spiritual. Admitting 
even that the Papal power were to be considered temporal 
and spiritual, it is only as the httle horn of a beast with an 
eye in it, and not the beast itself. It is important, there- 
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fore, to inqmre what may be the red signification of^^tlie 
symbol, and as no empire arose after tbe'Gemmi^ save > that 
of the French, it can intend^ only tte empire of^ France^ 
with its evanescent and fleeting' Idagdoms, ne^ "budded, 
t>f Lombardy and Romcr whkb erects an image'^ '4Jie 
wounded or decayed German empire^ and eomHMidS'jft& 
men of the Western Koman Eartli to mibscribe Id >^die 
E^enish confederation, <nr else^ to die -» j^iidca} dea,th^ even 
employing die anathemas of the- Papal power to* enfcmse its 
decrees. There is another mark of this : second ^ Beast, 
^' he spake like adragofii^^ this may intend liutt he' s^ake 
with all the airthority of the Ancient Empire^ to- which 
certainly the ^Napoleonic pretended, or like the Turkish or 
Mohammedan Empire, propagating the lies and tyranny 
of the old serpent, the I>e^l; and in thiis the revolutioiiary 
empire, in the xnrbpagatien 6f lying and blasphemous senti- 
ments, is an admirable counterpart of the Dragon^ 

The name both of the one and the ot^er beast is 
^ E Latine Btutiliea!* or the Latin Kingdom, as demon- 
strated by Mr. J.- E;. Choke, the only kingdom/ Ae title of 
which contains the liumerical quantity, for the sjfrmbbls 
concern kingdomi^ or the ruling man, a man equally sigxdfyr 
ing a kingdom as a woman does a national diiurehj and 
the number six hundred and sixty^six must be sigmfied, 
applicable to the second as 'Well as to the first beast, and 
these of the Western and not the Eastern Empire. 

REV. xrv. 



The first five verses of this chapter obviousty synchronise 
vdth the sealed or the chosen of the twelve tribes of the 
seventh chapterj which chapter is a supplementary history 
of the fifth Seal. They ''stand on Mount ZUm^' and 
therefore the symbol has not been fidfilled, for thoi^h these 
be ''the first frtMs^ they are to be gathered out of the 
same field, that is, of the nations, apd- are thus redeemed 
as ^' the first-fruits unto -God^ even the Lamb**^ There can 
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be no sanction for spiritualizing these prophecies, for though 
for obvious reasons, there has been a propriety in desig- 
nating their enemies by typical as well as real names, as 
£dom, TjTe, and Babylon, yet as neither the mind of God 
nor the name of his people is changed, Israel, Zion, and 
Jerusalem, are still appropriate appellations of that people, 
because the purposes of God towards them remain the same. 
Precisely and for this reason, to avoid the increased anger 
of the nations, and yet not daring to confess their names, 
though well understood, have the Jews, in all ages, cele- 
brated the final triumph over their enemies in the Rabbi- 
nical as well as scriptural symbol of the destruction of 
" Leviathan." They sing their song before the throne, , 
which is Jerusalem, and it is a new song. Though taunted 
in the Land of Babylon to sing one of the songs of 2ion, 
how can they sing the Lord's song in a strange land ; it is 
when restored to their own land that they are to praise God 
for his deliverance, agreeably to the prophecy of Isa. xii. , 
1—6 and xxvi. !, after the swallowing up of death in victory, 
xKv. 8; and these portions of the prophecy synchronise 
with the first throne, Rev, iv. for it is then a time of vsrath. 
But it is at a time also when the rushing of many waters 
and when the noise of thunder are heard, and the gathering 
together of nations, as " the noise of many waters" is for 
war, denoted also by the thunder. 

The sixth and seventh verses decide a new epoch, but the 
Angel flies in the midst of heaven, that is iw Palestine, as 
previously explained, or the heaven of that central kingdom, 
to declare the estabhshment of the last final and everlasting 
kingdom to "Meeor(/(,"orTurkishempire, aswellasto "every 
nation, kindred, tongue, and people" of tlie Western Empire, 
and the burden of his proclamation is, that " the hour of 
Judgment is come," The symbolical heaven and earth, and the 
symbolical sea and fountains of waters compose the whole 
world of the tyranny, and denote that the nations must now 
submit to the will of God, who once promoted them for 
his own purposes, to obtain the ascendancy upon the earth. 
The hoar of judgment clearly pointi^ to the termination of 
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die iii3rstondus times ; wtidi what is spoken of prophetically^ 
laid as tfa^ coiKimand of God respecting the worship of the 
nations does actu^y take place^ tlev. v. 13, with whidi 
{Hissage the prophecy synchronises/ They do not there- 
toce Worship God fntd, t^e and proper sense till after die 
Lamb has returned from his Roman triumph, and when the 
beasts or Hving dreattires before the throne are compelled 
to submit to the bn{)erial Sceptre of the Lamb. Indeed, 
Ais will be Itppartot frbiii' the subsequent Vials.* 

The nelct Angel brings on ihe Judgment of Babylon, 
and the declaration go^s forth that *^ Babylon is fallen, is 
faUen because she made aU nations (the Western) drink 
'^tTicwine of the vHrath of her forfiication.^^ (v. 8.) The 
third Angel proclaims judgment to all who ** worship the 
Beast and his !bhage, and that they ishall drink of the same 
cup, and be tormented with fire and brimstone.^'' Hence 
it seems obvious, thait 'the second Angel desolates Babylon 
or the Papal Harlot, vizk in Italy, and the third Germany 
and France, for these are represented by the Beast and his 
Image. The synchronism of the text, "Here is the faith 
and padence of the saints ; here are they that keep the 
commandments of God (the Jews,) and the faith of Jesus,^* 
(Gentile christians, but true, not nominal Christians,) 
(v. 12.) obviously coincides with Rev. xiii. 10, and seems 
clearly to determine that these judgments are connected 
with the expiration of the "forty-two months*' of the 
Beast ; and as " the Image of the Beast'* is also mentioned, 
that the second Beast is then also judged, that is, desolated, 
for the judgments on those "who worship the Beast and 



* ''Crito,*' in the " Dialogues on Projphecy/' p. 124, considers the 
thite Angels of this chapter to he the Bible,— the Jews,— and the Con- 
tinental Societies. Believing the propagation of truth to be the procla- 
Viafion of the last kingdohi, the authof wa^ scnnetinie since of a 
somewhat similar opinion: more meditation on tlve subject now induces 
him to assert, tliat these Societies are instruments in the hands of the 
Almighty, but are not the powerful Agents which execute his purposes j 
but, on the contrary, that the Angels are.nationaj symbols, and do not 
denote miraculous Agents, nor are they mere spiritiial powers. 
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his Image" do not seem final, as it respects the destruction 
of the empires intended, though that of the Papal Harlot 
appears conclusive. The reader will refer to a previous 
remark as to the distinction which obtains between Jews 
and Gentile christians: but it will be evident that as the 
same judgment is threatened to all who worship the Beast 
and his Image, and as the snaoke of their torment ascendeth 
up for ever and ever, which is also spoken of concerning 
the Papal Harlot (v. 8.) ; it synchronises also with Rev. 
xviii. 2, and xix. 3. "Fire, brimstone and smoke" are 
therefore her torments, and she becomes " the habitation of 
Devils, (Dragons,) and the hold of every foul and unclean 
spirit, and a cage of every unclean and hateful bird." 
Chapter xviii. is therefore an explanation of the judgment 
predicted xiv. 8, and obviously takes place, acccording to 
xix. S, just previous to the acknowledgment of the true 
bride, and before the battle of Armageddon. 

There is, however, an important point on which, in this 
place, it will be necessary to oiFer one or two observations. 
The nations, or those who worship the Beast and his ImagCt 
or the subjects of the Holy Roman or French Empires, 
are threatened with a similar judgment to that which must 
have been previously inflicted upon Papal Rome. But 
what is to be understood by " the fire, smoke, and brim- 
stone," but precisely that which the symbols define as being 
the Turks of the sixth Trumpet, and these tokens clearly 
denote, therefore, that Rome will be visited by an invasion 
of the Turkish Empire. It has often been surmised by 
Commentators that the Papal City would be destroyed by a 
Volcano arising in its midst, but this would be literally 
to apply symbolic language, which cannot be correct. 
That City is also to become " the habitation of Devils, 
(Dragons,) and the hold of every foul Spirit;" and it is 
evident from the use of symbols that the Mohammedan 
power is described by such epithets, as Vipers, Serpents, 
Dragons, Asps, Cockatrices, and the Leviathan or Crooked 
Serpent, as well as reptiles and creeping things. 

Men may mock at the folly of interpreting precisely 
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accordmg to the language of symbols, but they should 
ifecollect that these vaeiAi% revealed words of God, not his 
secret thmgs, and if they will not regard such declarations 
of his will, as it is obvious the Roman Kings and their 
armies will not, they may foe visited with similar judgments 
to convince them of their error. Dark and mysterious as 
may seem the language of symbols, a strict adherence only 
to the tokens ^ven is required, and it then speaks forcibly 
and intelligibly to enlarged minds, who partaking of the 
spirit of their God, may yet discern the things that are 
afar ofi^ through the medium of his revealed word ; and as 
the fulfilment of truth is the test of prophecy, so may it 
be the criterion by which the spirit of the interpreters of 
prophecy is to be judged. The thirteenth verse demon- 
strates that those who do regard the admonition are blessed, 
that is, they who are the oppressed subjects of that empire 
over which the symbolic ** Death,** {Rev. vi. 8, and Hosea 
xiii. IS.) now obtains its predominance : they must now ilie 
unto God, and to the revelation of his will, not to that of 
s the Papal Harlot. 

The symbol of the Existence who sits upon the white 
cloud of v. 14, is not to be considered as declaring the 
coming of the Son of Man, but is to be taken as a token 
of hb kingdom. A cloud or storm denotes an army, 
{Ezeh xxxviii. 9.) and "white** is a token of victory* 
He who presides has the golden crown of Israel on his 
head, that crown which was placed on the head of their 
ancient kings, and which had fallen from their head 
"imtil he should come whose right it is.** That crown 
was a crown of gold, and is not even mentioned without 
some significant intention, whether as fallen from or placed 
on the head, as would appear Pa. xxi. 3; Isa. Ixii. 3; Ps. 
cxxyii. 18; /*a. iL 16; Lam. v. 16; and the crown now 
referred to may therefore be justly cirtiisidered tlte crown of 
Israel^ declaring by it the purpose fox which the power 
thus symbolized appears. The ^^Jirst-fruits!* as the earnest 
of the harvest, have been before presented to the Lwib, 
this is his time of harvest, and it is obvioud that the event 
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spoken of take;; place before the vintage, which, according 
to the natural order of the fruits of the earth, is sub- 
sequent to die harvest; but the Jirst-fruita, or the 144,000 
sealed of the twelve tribes {Rev. xiv. 4.) are synchronical 
with vii. 4—8, and the reaping-time must be equally 
synchronical with vii. 9—17, proving that the intermediate 
events, ^uch as the fall of Babylon, and the desolation of 
the Western Empire by the Turks, must take place between 
ver. 8 and 9 of chap, vii, that chapter being a supplemental 
history of the fifth Seal. Rev. vii. 4—8 is therefore the 
time of "the first fruits," and 9 — 17 is "the harvest of 
the earth." The destruction of their enemies is also 
represented as a reaping-timc, for the daughter of Zion 
{Micah V. 13.) is coijimanded to "arise and thrash;" so 
also, which is a similar symbol, are the saved of the Lord 
assured, (Mai. iv. 3.) that they " shall tread down the 
wicked aa ashes under the soles of their feet;" but thfs. 
is the thrashing, not of the wheat, but of the tares after Ae 
time of harvest, or is also symbolically the vintage. 

The next event is " Ifte vintage of the earth" and 
that vintage or the battle of Armageddon not only succeeds 
the harvest, but proves that the gathering of the great 
multitude "out of all nations, and kindreds, and tongues, 
and peoples, who have washed their robes and made them 
white in the blood of the Lamb," must precede the general 
destruction, and is the gathering together of the Jewish 
Nation from the Western" " nations, and kindreds, and 
tongues, and peoples." The vintage, therefore, succeeds 
tlie supplementary history of the fifth Seal, and is syncliroo 
nical with the time of the sixth Seal, Here " the vine of 
the earth" obviously typifies the Roman and Mohammedan 
powers, or " the Dragon, Beast, and False Prophet," 
because the battle of Armageddon is their judgment, and they 
are thus symbolised in contradistinction to the vine of Israel 
once planted ^s wholly a right seed, but afterwards become 
degenerate, and barked by its enemies, yet in the end of days, 
when the Lord has fulfllled his promise, that " He will restore, 
unto tliem the years that the locust, the cankerwonn,' the. 
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caterpillar, and the palmer-worm, the great army'^ (or the 
four tjnramiies) "which he srat among them," will *^the 
jig-tree and the vine, yield their strength^* 

The enemies of Israel are to be trodden down as grapes 
in a wine-press, (which iai the wine-fat of Joel,) precisely as 
Ar^ themselves have trodden down iHat same people, or whicby 
in reference attso to the Kabres^ may be equaDy considered 
** the threshing-floor '^ of Isaiah xxi. 10, which is connected 
#ith the fall of Babylon, in< the very words of the second 
Angel Off St. John, d^ sharp^icMe bcang the sword^ 
^r^atened as the judgment of the Beast (Rev. xiii. 10.) 
The scene of warfare is without the city. As it is the wkr 
with the Beasli and with the False Prop&et, it is withchitr 
the European city, to which the Beast and fSslse Prophef 
belbilg, ioii takes place in the valley or plains of Megiddoy 
or within the Eastern City. The restoration of the twelve 
Tribes, according to Ezefciel, is^to be in the last day, and 
the diiitribution of tribes is to'be a<crosid t&b land, accordinjg 
f)o ^^k boundaries from^ east to west^* with' a portion to 
h^ dedicafted in the midst between tlie tribes ijS JudaA 
dnd Benjansb, whieh is called ^'^Ad hdl^ obk^Mr dixA \i 
a s^pi^e of ^5,000 reeds, or fiArf Eomiah or Ittiliian mili^s 
of exiwet mieaisure on each side. Whatever' strips is to be 
kid' on this very r^arkable and siii^tikr coincidence, it 
is to be observed, that the same dimensionis are assigned 
to^ die field of Armageddon of 160(yRbtriafi (n6t English) 
fiirlohgs, for the Apostle knew nothiiig (&z^(^pt of Roman, 
or Gr^)e&, or Jewish furlongs. If^ however^ the coincidence 
be established, it is a clear proof that iBzekiet and- St. John 
predict concerning the twelve Tribfes f and it amoimts^ ahnost 
to demonstration, that the pro]^hecy remidns to be fiilfilled^ 
and^ tlft*- the temple and city of Ezekiel are yeti^ to be 
l^nStt, asid the land again ^possess^d! by the "twelve tribeiS, 
one as well as- another, which the Lord God gaVe to their 
fethfei-s," wheii their enemies, the Dragotti BeaSst, ahd False 
Pr6lf)hfet, are judged, the field of slaii^ter bebg that same 
holy portion which is dedicated by the Twelve Tribes to 
the Lord God of Israel. 
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REV. XV. 



The first part of the scenery of this chapter is referable 
to events ah-eady described, yet, a new sign la given, that 
of the Vials of the first verse, which ought to be read in 
a parenthesis precisely as in chap, viii., the trumpets are 
referred to as a similar series of judgments. Yet the " sea of 
glass mingled with fire" and the Beast and his Image, over 
which those who had gotten the victory triumph, are symbolical 
of the European continent under Turkish vengeance ; those 
referred to xiv. 1, and those called out of Babylon 12, 13, 
being thus rescued from that time of trouble and persecu- 
tion. The song of victory is that which occurs after the 
desolations of the harlot, executed xiv. 8 — 11, because the 
judgments are now "made manifest" and it seems syn- 
chronical also with ch. xii. 10. Those who thus stand on 
the sea of glass mingled with fire have "the harps of 
God" an expression which occurs previously to the 
Papal judgment, (xiv. 2.) and they then "sing the songs 
of Moses and of the Lamb ;" hut xiv, 2, is the new song 
of the 144,000 before the fall of Babylon, and these are the 
songs of victory of " the great multitude gathered out ctf 
all nations" «/i!er her fall. 

The seven Vials which are now to be poured out, and 
the final Judgments which are to be executed, aifect the 
remaining powers, — the Dragon, Beast, and False Prophet. 
Though the last judgment is the battle of Armageddon, 
it b one synchronical with all the seven Vials, and with the 
going forth of the Mighty Conqueror, the last Vial being 
the finishing stroke of the victory. But it is clear that 
the judgment of Daniel also is not altogether sudden and 
decisive, " consuming fire," denoting a gradual consump- 
tion, just as tlie seven Vials follow one another and consume 
the Roman kingdom ; the very first of them, therefore, 
which is poured out afler the faU of Babylon may be the 
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commenoeiiient of the judgraenti wbilst the last Vial 
terminates the complete victory. 

That the fourteenth chapter is connected with chap, xv., 
m which the pouring out of the Yials is described, is 
cedent, and equally so, that the papal judgment must have 
taken place before the great and marvellous signs of the 
seven Viab are referred to. If this be the fact, as the 
Papal judgment (xiv. 8.) accords with the judgment of the 
Great and Mighty City, Babylon, (chap, xviii.) and Rev. 
3dv« IS synchronises with xiii. 10^ the seven Yiab must 
synchronise likewise with JRev. xix., the going forth of the 
Migbty Conqueror to battle, which battle takes place, or 
is immediately connected with, the treading of the mne" 
press, and with the sixth Seal, and also with the seventh 
Vial, for in these Vials is *^ filled up the wrath of God»* 
In reference, therefore, to that which has been before stated^ 
concerning the people of Israel being the bride of the Lamb, 
let it be remembered that Isaiah, in predicting the restora- 
tion of that people, calls upon Jerusalem which had 
^ €lrunt at the hand of the Lord the cup of his fury, even 
the dregs of the cup of trembling and wrung them out, to 
awake and stand up and put on her beautiful garments^ 
(li« 17.) whilst, in reference to her enemies, he says, 
** Behold, I have taken out of thine hand the cup of 
trembling, even the dregs of the cup of my fury, thou shdli 
no more drink it again. But I will put it into the hand 
of them thai afflict thee, which have said to thy soul, bow 
down that we may go over, and thou hast laid thy body as 
the ground, and as the street to them that went over.** 
(li. S3, S3.) And in precisely similar language does 
Jeremiah speak of the daughter of Edom, i.e. Babylon 
or the Papal Harlot, when rejoicing over the desolations 
of Israel: *^ the cup also shall pass through unto thee, 
thou shalt be drunken, and shalt make thyself naked, {or 
be desolate^ The punishment of thine iniquity is accom* 
pUshed, O daughter of Zion, he will no more carry thee 
away into captivity ; he will visit thine iniquity, O daughter 
of Edom, he will discover thy sins/' {Lam. iv. SI, SS.) ; 
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and it may be taken for granted, according to Jewish as 
well as Christian commentatois, that Edom and Babylon 
are never mentioned without the enemies of Israel, both of 
that and the future day bcin^ intended, over which enemies 
the daughter of Zion was eventually to tiiumph. There 
is not, indeed, a single judgment with which the Jewish 
nation are visited in consequence of transgressions^ whjch 
is not equally expressed concerning tlie enemies of tliat 
nation ; and therefore, notwithstanding their calamities hare 
come upon them, yet, when the returning favour of God^ 
which is equally insured, shall be their portion, then wLU 
be the time when " He will put all these curses upon thBir 
enemies, and on them which hate them, that pei'secuted 
lliem." {DeuU xxx. 7.) What a fearhil retribution of 
judgment, like that of Assyria and Babylon, have not Uie 
present nations of the earth to expect at tlie hands of tba 
Lord God of Israel. 

The cup " full of abominations and filthiness of liey 
fornication," in the hands of the Papal Harlot, (/fen. xvu< 
4,) is spoken of (sjv. 8.) as "llie wine oi the wrath of 
her fornication, and so also xviii. 3 ; but those who escape 
out of Babylon (v. 6.) are commanded " m the cup which 
she hath filled, to fill to her double" and so Jer. I, 38, 
calls to those who "escape out of the land of Babylon 
to declare in Zion the vengeance of the Lord their God, 
the vengeance of his temple;" and v. 29, "to recompense 
Babylon according to her work, and io do wtio her accord- 
ing to all that she Jialff done." Xot only, therefore, are 
the children of Israel to be avenyed on the daughter of 
Babylon for the injuries received at hev hnnds, but "it fV 
the Lord's day of vengeance, the vengeance of his temple 
on all their enemies," whom, instead of the daughter of 
Zion, he is to make drunk with "the dregs of the cup q/" 
his fury" or as Isaiah expresses in another place, in 
reference to the same subject, " the sword of the Lord 
shall be bathed in heaven, it shall come down upon Idumea, 
upon the people of his curse io judgment. It is filled 
with blood," (xxxiv. 5, 6.) " for it is the day of the Lord's 
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tengeaiice» and the yekr oi istscofnrpiHises for th^ controversy 
of Zion, (V. 8 and facUL 4^) tlie last verse being" also equally 
Gonneeted witli the d^sthietion of Edom, the battle of Arma- 
geddon, and the going^ forth of t^ Mighty Conqueror. 

The Angds^ diereforer coming out of the symbolical 
temfdb, manifest a decisive indication of the restoration of 
Aat people to dneir own land^ who are now to be deliveredi 
and that from Aence and on their behalf the command 
i& given to pour out the viak ot wtath. None of the Angeb 
are before described with golden girdles, but this is the 
token of him who walks in the midst of the churches^ and 
of ^the One" who appears to Danieli and who reveals 
the fate of that people, in reference to the then future day, 
and agents similarly described by these symbols must have 
a sdmilar import. If there be any truth in prophecy, the 
fifth kingdom is the kingdom of Israel or of the Saint$; 
and the golden girdle of ** The One " of Daniel, asserts 
the triumph of their cau8e,'^it is the pkee of treasure, 
and so is that of the Ooveraor of the Churches, and of 
the seven Yial-beaiteg ongelisr. The patera of the wrath 
of God are also golden, significant of the same kingdom, 
and to be understood ib reference to the gilded, not the 
goiden bowl or cup of the Papied Hariol. The voice issues 
from the temple^ that is* from Jerusidem-, which is the 
temple or throne of the last day, after the glory of God 
shall have entered it, according to^ the prophecy of Ezekiel, 
and combining diese pitophecies, it appears almost certain, 
that the. Viak will only be potired' out after the re-esta- 
blishment of the Jews in their own land. The temple 
is filled with smoke, not the smoke- of his Turkish 
enemies, nor of the Papal Harlot, but ''from the power 
and glory of 0#<^" ev«» then but indistinctly perceived. 
Yet the Vials 

REV. XVL 



Are eoBunanded to be poured out r— 

1. On the earth. In this Vi^ tAe mark of the beast and 
of *^ his image'* mlist be applied to those who so worship, 
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and these slaves are tlie victims of the wrath. It must 
therefore be a period of time subsequent to the setting 
up of that image, which is predicted after the wounding 
of the first Beast, {Rev. xiii. 14.) and therefore subsequent 
to the time of the Napoleonic empire, which is that image, 
for the image of a beast must signify a temporal, not a 
spiritual power, and the localities both of the Beast and bis 
Image must be the scene of the wrath in question. The earth 
is generally the symbol of the Eastern empire, and as the 
Vial causes a commotion in that earth, and the effect of 
it is, " a noisome and grievous sore," (see also the symbols 
of Ret), xviii. 2.) it seems to denote a dreadful irruption 
of the Turkish power amongst all the kingdoms of the 
Western Beasts — amongst all " who worsliip the Beast 
and Ms Image," This, it may be remarked, is threatened 
afl:er Babylon is fallen, (xiv. 9 — 11.) and seems to be the 
very judgment predicted, but which has not yet taken 
place, though it may be expected. 

3. On the Sea. The Sea is the symbol of the Western 
Empire. {Rev. xiii. 1.) A dreadful conflict is predicted, 
for " the sea became as blood." Nothing can be more 
terrific than this last symbol, which seems to be the efifect 
of the first Vial, and of the second stirring up of liie 
worshippers, i. e. the slaves of the monarchies to contend 
with the Eastern power. 

3. On the rivers and fountains of waters. During the 
times of the tyrannies, these symbols denote invading 
armies, but in the last day these symbolical armies are 
rivers of living water, and vrill bear a spiritual signification. 
It is upon the rivers and fountains of waters that the Papal 
Star fell from heaven upon under the third Trumpet, and 
these were, it may be conceived, the Gothic hordes brought 
in subjection to the Papal power, and partaking of her 
" Wormwood ;" and it is remarkable, that even Erasmus 
applied this epithet to the Papal power in his day. All 
these fountains and rivers of waters were military charac- 
ters, and such are perhaps now intended under this Vial, 
they having been, in all ages, the executioners of wrath 



to the Apocalypse. 107 

against the people of God, whether Jew or Gentile. These 
are now to be rewarded^ and the applauding voices respond 
to one another from the Angel of the Waters^ and from the 
Angel of the Altar, the last symbcJ denoting the Jewish 
Nation. 

4. On the Sun, the imperial power; and it is executed 
in wrath on the subjects of the empire, for the Angel of 
that Sun " scorches men with great heat,** yet nothing but 
blasphemy, instead of repentance, is excited against the God 
of Heaven, because of their pains and their sores. 

5. On the seat or throne (thronos) of the Beast. 
When the Dragon gave his seat or throne and authority to 
the Beast, he surrendered to him the keys of the Alpsj 
and virtually put him in possession of Italy and his Ancient 
Capital. The Ancient primitive Roman Territory may 
indeed be considered that throne, for the citizens of that 
province, as it may be called, were denizens of Rome itself. 
Pains and sores equally denote grievous military chastise- 
ments^ but no salutary effect is produced, though they 
'^ gnawed their tongues for pain.*' The tongue is the 
organ of speech, and Priests seem to be denoted, who are 
thus persecuted and destroyed. 

6. On the great River Euphrates. And this denotes a 
reaction on the Turkish Empire, and the destruction of 
those armies which had thus, having arisen in the East, 
deluged the West, but are dried up, that the way of Israel to 
the possession of the last universal dominion, denoted by 
the rising of the Sun,, might be prepared. 



Preparations are now made for that last eventfrd crisis, 
which is to annihilate the remaining powers of the Dragon, 
Beast, and False Prophet, whether singly or in concert, 
an event which is symbolised also under the sixth Seal, as 
''the great day of the wrath of the Lamb;" and under the 
synonymous symbols of " Earth, Sea, and Trees," or " Sun, 
Hoon, and Stars." (vi. 12; vii. 1.) A comparison of tl^ese 
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symbols seems to determine that "the False Prophet" is 
a spiritual as well as temporal power, and yet probably 
not the Papal, for the Papal Harlot is desolated by the 
ten Kings, and by the Turkish " Fire, Brimstone, and 
Smoke," before the battle of Armageddon, but these are 
found in array against tlie Lamb in that day. The Dragon, 
Beast, and two-horned Beast, are obviously distinct powers, 
but the Image of the Beast is erected by the Beast with 
two horns, and may virtually be considered an integral 
dominion with that of the two-homed Beast, and one of 
the other, or unitedly, must be the False Prophet. The 
symbol of the False Prophet cannot intend " the blasphe- 
mous mouth" of the first Beast, for that is the Papal 
Power, and peiishes before the battle of Armageddon. 
The image of a beasl must be a secular symbol, and when 
the wounded Beast revives, and reassumes his dominion, 
may be said to die a natural death, and cannot be acting 
in concert with that same Beast. The power, however, or 
the second Beast which created that linage, may not so 
fail; and though the idea o.f " False Prophet" may convey 
a spiritual sound, it may intend no more than a pretension 
to the universal dominion, and the second Beast, which is 
a secular symbol, may be that very False Prophet. The 
"image of a man" in Daniel may be considered precisely 
in the same sense, it is the representative of a false Prophet, 
or of lying vanities, in apposition to the Man who is 
the Captain of the Lord of Hosts. 

Were this representation admitted, "the False Prophet" 
must be some secular Modem Power, and may be France 
and Spain, with that new ultra ecclesiastical power, identify- 
ing itself as an exact counterpart of the first Beast with 
his blasphemous mouth, and which is now springing up 
amongst them, to ripen and fit them for the judgments 
of the last day, but this may be mere conjecture- 
Out of the mout/ts of these three Powers come forth 
three unclean spirits, the spirits of Devils, (Dragons,) 
and therefore tyrannical secular spirits, determined to keep 
the world in subjection ; and they gather the Kings of the 
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Turkish Earthy and of the Western world, to the battle of 
tjie great day of God Almighty. 

7. In ihe Jtir^ which denotes universality, and a perfect 
revolution ensues, in wluch all states, temporal and 
ecclesiastica), denoted by the mountains and islands, and 
by the gr^t universal 4Uty, and by the cities of the nations, 
and by ihe great city Babylon, are compromised. This 
event synchronises wi A the treading of the wine^press 
(xivt 20.); with the conquest of the Mighty Conqueror 
(xix* 20.)^ with the sixth Seal (vi. 12^17.); with the 
triumph of the Lamb (v. 8 — 10.) ; and with the Roman 
judgment ,of Daniel, as well as with the first judgment 
of St, John, m^.' ^x. 4s,) . 

The division of *^the great City*' into three parts, is a 
subject worthy of remsurk. . It. is not the spiritual city, 
which has its appropria^te symbol, viz. '^ Grreat Babylon^** 
that is so divided, but the universal city or the whole 
Ancient Universal Enipire, comprehending the whole plat- 
form qf the tyraimi^; and this will appear the more 
reajsonable ito. sjuppo/s^, lii^apse, *' the Great and Holy 
City, the New Jemseim^^ succeeds to the domimon of 
'^ the Oreat City," ajs ^' ^ Bride'- does to the influence 
of the Papal Harlot, or of the "Great City Babylon." 
Another drcumstance is remarkable: after the division of 
this great City, the sepairate jurisdictions of the cities of 
the nations &11. There is chilly one Prophet who seems 
to refer to this eventftd drcumstance, and that is Isaiah, 
who predicts the clos^ and indissoluble alliance between 
Assyria, Israel, i^nd Egypt;, and iT^feirs to them in the last 
day, when "nothing shall hurt nor jdestroy in God's holy 
mountain," under the ^ymbolst of "a calf, a young liori, 
and a fa^tling^" and witJb these, speaking ako of the govern- 
ment of the little child, .ai^ ; assorted the lamb and the 
kid, declaring that these shall lie down together,-^Qtnd 
then the cow mid the'bedr jshall fyt^, ^ndtlmr young ones 
shall lie down toget^rl-^aiad* the ' lion shall eat straw like* 
the ox* As the irgage of Daniel represented precisely 
the same territory aSfthese-a&ven symbols,^ the girdle with 
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the right and left hand, and the lower extremities of " the 
righteous man from the East," before whom the nations 
are subdued, and to be given as driven stubble to his bow, 
would represent these five monarchies ; the breast and arms 
would be denoted by the bear or cow ; and the head by tKe 
lion or ox : and this explanation, though highly figurative, 
is nevertheless employed by the prophets, and will warrant 
the supposed division of "the Great City" into three such 
parts. If there be any difficulty in this supposition, it 
arises solely from the generality of Commentators seeking 
the division amongst the sects and parties of the European 
City, not regarding the distinction between " the City " 
and " the Great City," and " the Great City Babylon." 

This seems to be the close of prophecy concerning the 
Western Empire, for the last attack of Gog and Magog is 
in the East, after the beloved people have been restored, as 
the prophet Ezekiel sufficiently proves, chap, xxxviii., which 
corresponds with Rev. xx. 8, 9, and the chapters xvii. xviii. 
and xix. of St. John fall in, therefore, with some previous 
portion of the Apocalypse. It will, however, be necessary 
to examine them, though not perhaps so minutely, and to 
try the strength of previous statements, by subsequent 
elucidations. 

The great earthquake of the seventh Vial, though 
obviously connected with the sixth Seal and with the sixth 
Trumpet, (as well as with the treading of the wine-press,) 
and although the sixth Seal and sixth Trumpet have 
the synch ronical mfirk of great earthquakes, yet that 
of the seventh Vial has an additional sign of being attended 
also with *' a great hail out of /teaven." The seventh 
Trumpet has a similar hail connected with it, but the 
synchronism of this Trumpet accords rather with the 
seventh Seal, the distinctive mark of " great " being omitted, 
in reference to the earthquake; and hence, it may be 
infeiTed, not only that the sixth Seal and sixth Trumpet 
have " the symbolic hail " connected with their judgments, 
but that the seventh Seal and seventh Trumpet also may 
be equally connected with a symbolic hail. 
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Under the first Trmnpet **hail and ^re/ mingled with 
blood/' denoted iixvaHcms of the Roman Empire by the 
Gothic hordes from the. Norths and hail under any othev 
Trumpet or Seal must be understood in the same light; 
but* upon a close comparison of circumstances, ** a great' 
Aat^**. though it proves that the power so denoted must 
parooeed from the North, yet may intend some other people 
than native Russians j and may, perhaps, be the Israelites 
now sojourning in Poland, who would equally come fromr 
the North, and be thus denoted by *^grei^ haiL" The 
battle of Armageddon, under the sev^itli Vial^ decidedly 
takes place in Palestine, and so does the invasion of Gog 
and Magog, at the time of the second Judgment, which is 
synchronical with the Gog and Magog of Ezekiel, and with 
the seventh Trumpet, for then it is that *Hhe Kingdom"* 
becomes that of the Lord's anointed. There seem^ 
therefore, reason to believe, that in imminent moments of 
danger, the sense of the Nation of Israel scattered in the 
North will be roused to the deliverance of their brethren 
of Judah and the house of David, {Zee. xiL) and thus may the 
prophecies of God be accomplished; else may a Russian 
judgment be widi equal propriety supposed, and certainly 
the elevation of that power and its interference in the afiairs 
of Nations, have been now remarkable for more than a 
century, and are even still more dreaded than in past time, 
for as to the judgment being a literal hail, seems to be the 
mere phantasm of the imagination. 

REV. xvn. 



This Chapter respects the Judgment only of the Beast, 
but more especially concerns that of the Papal Harlot; 
and in order to observe this Judgment, St. John is carried 
into " the WildemessJ* Unless, therefore, it can be shown, 
that there were two women in the Wilderness, the Apostle 
must have seen the Woman of the twelfth chapter, who 
fled, into the Wilderness at the commencement of the 
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twelve hundred and sixty years, who, towards the close of these 
same years is found sitting on the Beast, and can he no 
other, from this and other symbols, than the Papal Harlot. 
Commentators have greatly erred on this subject, for, instead 
of searching for the sixth head of the Beast at the time 
of judgment, they have looked for it in the days of the 
Apostle, or at the rise of the Papal Power ; but their 
uniform testimony from almost the first to the last is, 
"one is," that is, "in the time of St. John." A hundred 
instances might be adduced to this effect. Sir Isaac Newton 
being, perhaps, the only Commentator who has put a 
different, and yet not the right, construction on these 
remarkable words. Almost every symbol in this chapter 
has already been explained, except that of the ten Kings, 
but the ten Kings who are to be in alliance with the Beast, 
after the time of the short-lived head, are now to be found, 
or are to be equally sought for at the time of judgment, 
for they are in alliance with the Beast in his revived, as well 
as his former triumphant state ; and it is veiy certain that 
Hanover, (and therefore, perhaps, England also,) is to be 
considered one of them. It is true, " these kings hate 
the whore, and make her desolate, and eat her riches, and 
burn her with fire," a very justifiable employment in 
many British minds, but C/iese same iings are also found 
in war with the Lord of luords and King of Kings, even 
THE Lamb; and must therefore perish equally with the 
Beast and Harlot. The English symbol of St. George 
and tlie Dragon, now impressed on our coin as the boasted 
symbol of our prowess, and the titles of " Defender of the 
Fmth," and of "Arch-Treasurer of the Holy Roman 
Empire," retained, though probably as mere matters of 
political etiquette, yet evidently to be relinquished with 
reluctance, are no very favourable indications of what is yet 
to come to pass, even admitting there may be other 
symptoms of a better tendency, amongst which may be 
reckoned, the abandonment of the blasphemous " Holy 
Alliance." Hanover, it is to be hoped, will be separated 
from this country, or our connexion with it may involve us 
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in those ..dreadfiil struggles which are most probably 
to be apprehended in the future day. It is some con- 
solation to the reflecting mind that the present state of 
worldly affairs cannot last long. The crisis to come, 
however dreadful and appalling be the prophetical symbols, 
is. to be desired, for without judgment there can be no 
fiiture state of blessedness. It is our duty to watch and.be 
prepared for the event. The wounded Beast which 
^'ascends out of the bottomless pit/' (under his eighth 
head,) and he has so ascended, ^^goeth into perdition/* 
and this very expression excites hope that his duration 
under: the last form cannot be long. The Lord God of 
Israel hasten the event of his final and everlasting destruc- 
tion, but the patience and faith of the Saints will be 
exercised. ^' He that leadeth into captivity, must, however, 
go into captivity. He that killeth with the sword, must 
be killed with the sword.*' 

This chapter synchronises with the latter part of Rev* 
xiii., and is, in fact, its amplification. 

REV. XVIIL 



The nearer the times of the fulfilment of this prophecy, 
in which possibly we may be permitted to live, so much the 
more caution is required in the interpretation of prophetic 
truth, yet it would be folly to sacrifice tlie strict rules of 
prophecy to Christian prejudice ; and therefore to pretend, 
as ignorant and prejudiced persons assert, that nothing like 
trutib can be arrived at in any investigation of the subject* 
This is the mere language of infideUty, and of a still more 
credulous mind than that of any interpreter of prophecy. 

This whole chapter concerns the judgment of Papal 
Babylon, or the empire of the ''Holy Roman Catholic 
church," the Woman of Rev. xii. ; boastmg, as she 
does, her pretensions to universal authority and her legi- 
timate right of succession to St. Peter's Chair. Were 
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the synbhronical language of the Psalmist to be adopted, 
and become universal in its effects and influence, the 
approaching period of destruction might rapidly be ex- 
pected ; because it would make it the duty of every man to puH 
down that system of tyranny, however consecrated it may hare 
been by ages, and detrimental as it has been wherever found, 
or in whatever degree, to the progress of human intelligence, 
and the renovation of the heart to God ; but the Psalmist^ 
speaking of Babylon, and prophetically of this very Papal 
Babylon, has exclaimed, " O daughter of Babylon, who art to 
be wasted, happy shaU he be that rewardeth thee as thou 
hast served us. Happy shall he be that taketh and 
dasheth thy little ones against the stones/* (cxxxvii, 8, 9.) 
It is in an enlarged sense that these words ** Babylon and 
her little ones'* are to be understood, not as it respecb 
Babylon in reference to her subjects, but the system on 
which she acts; nor does it concern the little ones as 
individuals of her community, but as the children of the Great 
Harlot, wherever they are to be found ; and no distinction 
nor exception is, in the honest interpretation of prophecy, 
to be made ; the vices of the system, wherever they may exist, 
are to be condemned and abhorred as departures from the 
holy law of God. The little ones of every community 
adhering to her system are her children in some respects, 
but if Babylon be a spiritual empire, her children are the 
minor divisions of that same empire, as e.g. the Moon 
and Stars, before noticed. The language also of this 
Psalm is remarkable, Edom and Babylon being synony- 
mous terms. This point deserves much consideration of 
the attentive reader of prophecy. The occasion, however, 
should not pass without remark, that they are probably the 
Turkish stones against which these children will be dashed ; 
for the truth may be maintained, that when Belshazzar 
drank to the gods of stone, he intended, in defiance of the 
God of Israel, to celebrate the Turkish stones or tyranny, 
which, in the future day, were to succeed the five tyrannies 
of gold, silver, brass, iron and wood, and that this was 
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understood by him as the purport of the prophecy of 
Daniel^ in reference to the idolatrous image. 

The declarations of Jeremiah concerning Babylon, 
confirm, in every particular, and almost word for word, 
the predictions concerning the Papal Babylon of the 
AjK>calypse^ nor can it be doubted, that revealed as these 
several predictions were by the same spirit, that one design 
aniniates all the prophets, and that like as when the empire of 
Babylon fell, the decree went forth to restore the Jews 
and rebuild the temple, so will it be when Papal Babylon 
shall be destroyed; and thus escaping, that they will 
remember the Lord afar ofi^ and Jerusalem will come 
into their mind.** (IL 50.) That prophecy Ukewise declares 
that Babylon shall become '' a place for dragons,** (Turks,) 
and the action of Jeremiah, wheti the destruction of 
that city was denounced, is precisely that of the mighty 
Angel of itev. xviii. Baruch is coiiitnanded to "bind a 
stone'' to the prophecy, ^' and' cast it into the midst 
of Euphrates,*' (the Turkish river,) and to exclaim, " Thus 
shall Babylon sink, and shall not ris^ fi-om the evil that I 
will bring upon her." (v. 64.) Although the mighty Angel 
of Rev. xviii. 21, may justly be understood as of the 
Turkish power, there may be more difficulty in a true 
conception of the Angel, ver. 1, who " lightened the earth 
with his glory.'' It is proper to believe that all subor- 
dinate and intermediate events, prior to the absolute coming 
of the Son of Man, which is synchronical with the second 
judgment, when he sits in judgment as " God," are per- 
formed by inferior, and these human, agents ; and correctly, 
perhaps, may it be understood, that all Angels are to be 
considered National Agents. The symbol employed by 
St. John, though ** the earth wcls Ughtiened with his glory ^'^ 
does not denote the Son of Man, nor his kingdom par- 
ticularly; there is no rainbow y which is a token of the 
covenant, but he comes down from heaven, and therefore 
the Universal Church is concerned in the annunciation. 
^^And he cried mightily and with a strong voice," and 
consequently, with assurance and with authority, that 

I 2 
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are the chief ajmbols of the sL\tli Seal, is but the sign 
of his own second coming. The circumstances of all judg- 
ment being committed to the Son, and that "all men should 
honour the Son, even as they honour the Father;" and 
his own declaration, that " all power is committed to him 
in heaven and in earthj" prove, that when He comes the 
second time, he will come lo judgment; and this is clearly 
represented Rec.w.X^, for then "the dead, small and 
great, stand before God," and " are judged of those things 
which are written in the books, according to their works." 
But this is the second judgment, and makes it evident 
that all other representations of what may be considered 
the appearances of the Divine Being are merely symbolical, 
and denote only the state or establishment of his kingdom. 
Such also is the vision of the Mighty Conqueror, which 
is highly figurative, but every symbol has its distinct 
meaning, yet not connected with the second Judgment, 
for " the Dragon is not then cast into the lake of fire 
and brimstone," but only " the Beast and False Prophet," 
as is evident ftom xix. 20. The heavens are opened, and 
this opening synchronises with the first vision of Him who 
sits on the throne Rev. iv., where He is denoted by symbols 
of wratli, the lightning, and thunders, and voices, which 
proceed from the throne ; the earthquake only being wanting 
to complete the symbols of the seventli Vial, The opening 
of the temple, in which the ark of the testament is seen, 
seems also a nearly synclironical symbol. The Mighty 
Conqueror who goes forth on his White Horse is followed 
also by an army riding upon white horses, but these must 
he they who stand on Mount Zion, having " tlieir father's 
name written on their foreheads, and follow the Lamb 
whithersoever he goelh " but the Lamb is abo the Mighty 
Conqueror, for it is against tlie Lamb that the Beast and 
Kings go forth to battle, and he is also "the King of 
kings and Lord of lords." iHev. xvii. 14.) The names 
assumed by him show that he is faithful to his covenant, 
and is come to avenge the cause of his people on their 
enemies, as he before did his own cause with his people 
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by them as instruments. *^ His eyes are as a flame of fire/* 
which denotes wrath> and as the Papal Power is distinguished 
by *^ the eyes of a man" in the little horn, marks the 
design with which he is so represented. The many crowns 
on his head denote equally the ten crowns of the ten 
Kii^gs, and the seven crowns of the seven heads of the 
Beast, and *^ he had a name written which no man knew 
but He himself/' which refers to the white stone given to 
the church of Pergamos, Le. the power of establishing or 
commencing his new empire* (ii. 17.) His vesture dipped in 
blood is a manifest token of the terrible conflict and of 
the nature of the warfare. His whole raiment being so 
stained, declares that the whole reaha of his enemies will 
be deluged with blood, for this Conqueror represents the 
whole ^empire^ precisely as does DanieFs '^mage of a man/' 
and. the cause is that of Him who is " the word of God," 
and who is engaged to ^'restore all things/' and to rescue 
his servants iGrom the dominion of the Dragon, or the god 
of this world, and to ^' put down all rule, and authority, 
and power," whether in the East or in the West. 

It is true, that no destruction will take place, except in 
perfect concert with the declarations of the word of God 
or the word of his mouth, yet is an opinion entertained, 
that the kingdom of peace and righteousness will be 
established without bloodshed ; but '^ the sword with which 
he smites the nations " can hardly be considered a peace- 
able instnunent, though it may be used in perfect agree- 
ment with the word of his mouth ; and it seems impossible 
to entertain any other view of the sul>]ect, than that a 
precisely similar sword to the one with which the Beast 
sm(M;e his subjects is intended, for there it is expressly 
declared, that ^^ he who killeth with the sword shall be 
killed with the sword,** the nations thus predicted being 
the nations of the Roman earth. "The Rod of Iron" 
has been sufiiciently explained, as denoting dominion over 
the Western Empire, and Italy in chief. " The wine-press 
of the fierceness and wrath of Almighty God," which he 
treads, is obviously that with which the battle of Arma- 
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gedtlon is connected, over which He who has the golden 
crown of Israel on his head, and is seated on a white 
cloud, then presides ; but many persons have asserted, that 
the Jew has nothhig to do with the Apocalypse, yet is 
this vision of the nineteenth chapter closely connected and 
is perfectly synchronical with Jsa. Ixiii. In that prophecy 
He who comes from Edom, and with dyed garments from 
Bosrah, (Edom and Bozrah being the acknowledged 
symbols of the Roman Empire, both by Jewish and 
Christian writers,) declares that his garments are stained 
with the blood of his enemies, that " the day of vengeance 
is in his heart, and the year of his redeemed is come;" 
and this chapter, both as it respects the year of his 
redeemed and the day of vengeance, as well as the 
enemies to be overthrown, is parallel with that of Isa. 
xxxiv., which has other symbols of " the Sun, Moon, and 
Stars," obviously connecting it with the sixth Seal of St. 
John; but there can be no doubt that He who then 
appears, whether in the thirty-fourth or in the sixty-third 
chapters of St. John, comes on behalf of his own Ancient 
People, and so must this Mighty Conqueror in behalf of 
his Jewish Bride, which is a symbol of similar import, as 
is indeed revealed by Isaiah himself, li. Sl-23. On his 
whole vesture is written the name of " King of kings 
and Lord of" lords," and this in reference to the four 
tyrannies, each of which has uniformly usurped these 
titles ; nor less the Papal or Mohammedan Sovereigns, even 
to the present day ; but this august title is also specially 
written " on Ms thigh," and this symbol must have some 
particular intention. The thigh is the seat of the sword, 
and in reference to Daniel's image of a man, it is also 
symbolical of the Macedonian Kingdom, The prophecy 
of Ezekiel makes it evident that he who is to measure 
the temple of the future day, and to lay the foundations 
of the City of the Twelve Tribes, is " a man like vnto 
brass" that is, a Macedonian Agent, and this seems to 
constitute the mystery of the symbolical thigh. He 
macribes his name on Macedonia as a portion of his 
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sovereign domain, add makes use of it as his instrument 
of vengeance, even at the time he goes forth to conquer; 
and a previous separation of the Greek States from the 
Turkish Power, which may be reasonably expected, pro- 
fessing also as they do the Christian faith, and delegated 
as they seem, in providence, to be the forerunners in the 
greiat work of breaking up the existing tyrannies of the 
Roman world, would be that accomplishment of the symbol. 
So hkewise the "arms and feet" of the Governor of 
the Churches being '^ like unto polished brass^ are similar 
symbols. He stands, therefore, on Macedonian ground, 
and the instruments he employs to wield his two-edged 
sword, are equally Macedonic. (Rev. ii. IS; i. 15; Dan. 
X. 6.) It may be presumed, that this is no fanciAil, 
far-fetched, or forced interpretation, but a plain, simple, 
and intelligible explanation of the symbolic language. 

An Angel stands in the Sun, and invites ** the fowls 
that fly in the midst of heaven to the supper of the great 
God." The midst of heaven has been previously explained 
of Palestine, and the fowls of heaven are a symbol 
denoting the Jewish Nation (Dan. iv. I@— 21.) ; but it 
may become a question as to that sun from which the 
invitation is addressed, yet as it is to a banquet of the 
enemies of God, it may reasonably be supposed, that 
" the Sim of Righteousness " has now arisen on the 
poUtical horizon, and at a time when " the Sun," denoting 
the Dragon and the Beast, is now descending into dark- 
ness. There is an obvious contrast between the Sun of 
Righteousness and the Sun of his Enemies. His enemies 
would not invite to the banquet, because their soldiers 
and great men are to be the food on the occasion. It is 
clear, therefore, that the sun in question must be the sun 
of the new dispensation, not of the old, and the fowls of 
heaven must be those who partake of the spoil, viz. the Jews. 

The event of the battle is instantly decided, and the 
Beast and False Prophet are cast into ''the lake of fire 
and brimstone," which is a final judgment, ^s to these 
powers, . and " all the fowls are filled, with their flesh," 
that is, with their riches and strength, i^eeing with Isamh 
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Ixvi. 14^ as to a similar desolation of the Gentiles : ^^ I will 
extend peace to her (the daughter of Zion) like a river, 
and the glory of the Gentiles like a flowing stream;*' or, 
bd* 6, ^^ Ye shall eat the riches of the Gentiles^ and in their 
glory ye shall boast yourselves,** so that the last deUverance 
will be like the first, in which the Egyptians were both 
spoiled, luid their forces destroyed, and then also will the 
'' Gentiles come to their light, and Kings to the brightness 
of their rising/* or as St. John predicts, they shall bring 
their glory and their honour into that great and holy city. 
It may be a question what is intended by the lake of ^^Jire 
and brimstone f' but it is evident, that the Roman power 
is then subdued and its strength wasted ; and as dear that 
the future empire, the fifth Universal Kingdom of the 
Lamb, will be the site of the four Tyrannies, including 
Assyria, Israel, and Egypt. The Roman power, therefore, 
will be expelled fi*om the bounds of the empire, and 
possibly be driven to the plains of Tartary, the original 
idx>de of the Gothic as well as Turkish hordes. This 
suggestion seems countenanced by the next verse. 

This chapter is also synchronical with Dan. vii. 9 — 14 
26, 27 ; Hosea xiii. 14 to the end. 

REV. XX. 



Commences with a continuation .of the same judgment. 
The Key which had been given to the Mohammedan 
locusts, or to the desolating power of the fifth Trumpet, 
or to the star of that Trumpet, is resumed by the Aiigel 
from Heaven, or the Angel of the Church, and he binds 
the Dragon with a great chain. As the bottomless pit 
or great deep, denotes a revolution, and the Dragon is the 
Turkish Empire, the chain which may be well supposed 
to be composed of links of iron^ seems to denote the power 
of the Roman Empire, as in Dan, vii. 27, the kingdom 
having then become that of the Saints. These symbolsj 
without straining the sense, or even too minutely interpreting 
the symbols, may intend that the Turkish power, though 
not absolutely then driven out of the bounds of the empire. 
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is nevertheless brought into thorough subjection; and it 
is evident from Dan. xiL 7, even when the times of the 
Gentiles shall have been fulfilled^ and the power of the 
holy people shall eease to be scattered^ yet that never- 
theless Mohammedism will remain^ according to xiL 11^ 
for a period of thirty years beyond the deliverance of the 
Holy People* So also does it appear^ that when the 
Roman Beast is judged, the lives of the other three Beasts 
are still spared for a season and a time. A seal is how- 
ever now set upon the dragonic power for a certain 
period^ which afterwards assumes the form of Gog and 
Magog under the last woe Trumpeti and then rises to 
recover possession of its ancient empire; but this event 
is subsequent to the restoration of the twelve Tribes to 
the land of their fitthers, as is fully proved by the. prophecy 
of !l^ekiel. 

The first judgment of St. John synchronises witli the 
judgment of Daniel, and is the consumption of the little 
horn of the Beast, or of the Papal Power and of the Beas^ 
or the Roman Empire, which vision of Daniel coalesces, 
in point of time, with Rev. iv. 4; v. 11 ; the first judgment 
of St. John being the dissolution of the mystery (Mev, 
vi. 1 andx. 7.). If the Jewish power be the central, and 
last universal power, the "twenty-four thrones" of Rev. 
iv. 4, must be those of the Patriarchs and Apostles, and 
constitute one united temporal and ecclesiatical power, 
Christ being the foundation of the glorious superstructure 
of authority. It is remarkable, that the ninnber of thrones 
is not mentioned Rev. xx, 4, nor the central throne as in 
Rev. iv., and yet there are many obvious synchronisms 
between these chapters, in reference to the judgment 
Those who have the mark of the Beast and of bis Image 
are however judged, and this supposes that they who now 
judge have authority in the Western j^mpire, and those 
who have suffered for " the witness of Jesus," (Christians,) 
and for "the word of God," (Jews,) are their accusers, 
and also live and reign with or for Christ during the great 
day of judgment ; because, for reasons stated, the Roman 
judgment is only a sign of the second coming of the Son 
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of Man. Though this may be a partial, it is also a 
positive, resurrection from the dead, and they are blessed 
and holy who have part in this resurrection. Whatever 
difficulties may stand in the way of this view of the subject, 
or however it may militate against unbelieving and pre- 
judiced hearts, yet it may be asserted, that if Daniel is to 
"stand in his lot at the end of the days," he who has 
testified against the tyrannies and shown their ways, which 
probably occurs at the end of the twelve hundred and 
sixty days, and which declaration seems to intend an absolute 
resurrection from the dead, it is more tlian probable, nay 
certain, that the same opinion may be entertained of many 
other persons, who shall also rise and stand in their lots 
at the end of the same twelve hundred and sixty days ; 
and there can be little difficulty in deciding, that the first 
judgment of St. John takes place on the expiration of 
the forty-two months of the Beast and his Image, 

The predicted woe of the seventh Trumpet seems 
intended by verses 7 — 9. " Satan "' is said to be loosed, and 
"the Devil" receives the judgment, but it is "the Dragon" 
which is bound ; and this is an important consideration, for 
it must be the same Dragon that went forth to war against 
the Lamb, who is " Lord of lords, and King of kings," 
which is bound, and is afterwards loosed. In Rev. xij. 9, 
these three titles of Dragon, Satan, and Devil, are obviously 
synonymous, but the Dragon is clearly the Universal 
Tyranny, embodied in the latter days in the Turkish 
Power, and is found in alliance with the Beast and False 
Prophet, and is the same power, which towards the close 
of the day of judgment, or symbolical period of " a 
thousand years, or one day," stirs up the numerous tribes 
of Mohammedism in every part of the world, to break up 
the kingdom estabhshed by God. The result is certain, " He 
comes to his end, and none shall help him." (Dan. xi. 45.) 

It is, however, an important question, whether " the 
thousand years " be a real or a symbolical period ; for it 
is a matter of infinite concern, whether the last day of 
judgment be near, or distant as so many imagine, antici- 
pating a glorious period of a literal thousand years ; 
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though it ought not' to affect the true ChristiaUj but 
rather interest his mind to consider it as being near^ and. 
to him it ought to be in every respect desirable^ and to be 
ardently longed for. There seems evidence^ however, 
amoimting almost to certainty, that even the second Judgment 
of St. John, which is the ^^ coming of the Lord Jesus 
Christ in glory, and all his holy Angels with him," cannot 
be far distant, for that event must depend on the final 
overthrow of the Dragonic Empire ; and that this will be 
^^ the time of the restitution of all things predicted by all 
the prophets since the world began," and the utter 
annihilation of that murderous tyranny which has existed 
from the days of Cain to the present hour, seems the 
very echo of all the prophets, who have no event predicted^ 
beyond the period of setting up the last fifth Kingdom 
of the Saints, or of him who is " hke the Son of Man," 
probably the first Adam, who receives the kingdom again 
from the second Adam, who is the Judge upon the throne. 
The connexion existing between the prophecies of Ezekiel 
and St. John, proves, in reference to Gog and Magog, that 
one event is predicted, for then Ezekiel declares, ''He, (the 
Lord God of Israel,) is to be sanctified and glorified in 
the eyes of all nations," and is to ''set his glory in the 
midst of his people Israel," which is the language of 
St. John xxi. 3. Zechariah declares, that " His feet are to 
stand in the last day on the Mount of Olives," when a 
similar judgment takes place; and Jeremiah, that "in the 
last days, Men shall call Jerusalem, the throne of the Lord, 
and all nations shall be gathered unto it, to the name 
of the Lord, in Jerusalem ;" the throne of St. John 
seems to be that same Jerusalem, now made ^^ great and 
white,** as is also predicted by Joel iii. 17, and as the 
city, which is great and holy, it is a fit throne for such 
a glorious empire. 

But if the first Judgment of St. John synchronise with 
the judgment of Daniel at the end of the twelve himdred 
and sixty years, (vii, 10, 11.) and with the ceasing to 
scatter the power of the holy people on the termination of 
a similar period, (xii. 7.) the next important circumstantial 



126 TfK Jettisf, Key 

event of Daniel which deserves consideration in this place, is, 
" the taking away of the abomination which mateth 
desolate," at the end of the twelve hundred and ninety 
days ; for the period of blessedness arises at the end of 
the thirteen hundred and thiity-five days, and no other 
prophetical event afterwards takes place. In tracing the 
symbols of the fourth Seal, and the prophecy of Hosea 
concerning death and hell, it may be presumed, that under 
the figure of these two liighly symbolical expressions, the 
dominant Papal Power in the West, and the Mohammedan 
Power in the East, are prophetically designated ; hut 
Death, or the Papal and Roman Power, or the Beast 
and False Prophet, is judged at the first Judgment of 
St. John, or at the Roman judgment of Daniel at the end 
of the twelve hundred and sixty days; and the second 
judgment of St. Jolm must therefore be the judgment of 
the Dragon, or Hell, or the Mohammedan " abomination 
vhich maketh desolate " at the end of the twelve hundred 
and ninety days ; and the interval between these two 
periods, is, "the great and terrible day of the Lord," as 
predicted by Malachi iv. 1 — 5, and Joel ii. 30 — 32, a 
prophetical month, therefore, of thirty years. It may 
seem difficult to reconcile a prophetical month of thirty 
years with a prophetical period of a thousand years, but 
St. Peter refers to the day of judgment, which is "to 
come as a thief in the night" when he declares, that 
with the Lord, " a thousand years are as one day, and 
tjne day as a thousand years ; and " the thousand years," 
therefore, are a symbolical day or period of judgment, 
and those who are said to live and reign with Christ, 
exercise the authority for him during that great and terrible 
day of the Lord. This point wDl be confirmed by the 
next symbol. 

St. Peter, in reference to the same subject, speaks of a 
"new heaven and earth wherein dwelleth righteousness," 
and this, according to promise ; now that promise must be 
the one made to Isaiah Ixv. 17, IS, "For behold, (saith 
the Lord,) I create a new heaven niid a new earth, and 
the former shall not be remembered nor come into mind. 
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But be ye glad and rejoice for ever in that which I <areate ; 
fbt behold I create Jerusalem a rejoicing, and her people 
a joy. And I will rejoice in Jerusalem, and joy m my 
people, and the voice of weeping shall no more be heard 
in her, nor the voice of crying f and this is confirmed 
Ixvi. 22i ** For as the new heavens and the new eardi which 
I win make shall remain before me, saith the Lord, so shaU 
your seed and your name remain.^ Hence it is evident, 
that Jerusalem is compared to the earth, and her people 
to the heavens, or vice-va:s&. Every prophecy of the 
Apocalypse has hitherto been connected with the People 
of Israel, and so must the new heaven and new earth of 
St. John^ which is ** the great and holy city " of St. John, 
with the inhabitants thereof, who " have their father's 
name written on their foreheads," the twelve tribes, the 
Jirst-fruits of which were sealed, and stood on Mount 
Zion, previous to the Papal Judgment of cbap«xiv. The 
'* heaven and earth which pass aunty** are, therefore, 
the tyrannies which pass away; and let it be recollected, 
that the expression of Christ himself, is, in the very 
language of St. John, that '^Heaven and' earth shaU pass 
awayf but not one jot or tittle of his word should' pass 
away,'* whii^ words were spoken on that memorable 
occasion, when he predicted the desolations of the Moham«> 
medan Power ; but he repeats the words, and Commentators 
have been willing to believe, that the repetition of an 
expression denotes certainty doubly assured, precisely 
according to the genius of the Hebrew language, which, 
for instance gives, tov good; tov tov, very good, so He 
repeats the expression, " Heaven and earth shall pass 
away, but this generation, (the people of Israel, though 
Jerusalem be trodden down, and the Jews led captive into 
all nations,) shaU not pass away.** The new heaven and 
new earth must, therefore, be those of the People of IsraeL 
But the expression of " Heaven and earth passing away,*' 
is connected with another symbolical phrase, which unites 
it more immediately with the history of the tyrannies, 
and shows that it is synchronical with the judgment of the 
image of DaiueL That expression is, that ** no place 
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is found for them." Now these are the very worda 
adopted by the Holy Spirit, concerning the Metallic image, 
for in Dan. ii. 35, on the dissolution of its component 
particles, when reduced comparably to " the chaff' of the 
summer threshing-floors," or according to Isaiah, as " thistle 
down before the whirlwind," the wind carries them away, 
and "wo place is found for them." The attentive reader 
may well be left to draw his own inferences from the exact 
phraseology of these symbolical expressions. 

The boots opened may well be supposed to be the sealed 
book of Rev. v., for no other book is mentioned in the 
Apocalyjtse except tliat of Res. x., consisting, in fact, of 
seven rolls or books, so also those of Dan. vii. 10, 
embracing the histories of the tyrannies ; and another 
book of life, probably the little book of Rev. x., or of the 
fifth Kingdom, was opened, and the dead were judged out 
of those things which were written in (probably) these 
hooks, and the sea, death, and hell, gave up the dead 
which were in them. The language of symbols, in con- 
sistency with other portions of revelation, demands a strict 
and correct interpretation ; and however adverse to un- 
founded opinions, even though entertained for ages, be the in- 
terpretation of these symbols, they must, according to analogy, 
denote that all the remaining subjects of the Papal delusion 
and of the Mohammedan imposture are then judged, and 
are cast into the lake of fire, and Death and Hell seem, 
therefore, to be symbolical expressions, for literally they 
cannot be cast into the lake of fire. " And whosoever is 
not found written in the book of life is cast into the lake 
of fire," would imply more than merely the Papal and 
Mohammedan delinquents, and with the expression of 
"all the dead, small and gre^t, standing before God," it 
may be inferred, that the resurrection is general and 
imiversal, as well as the judgment. Notwithstanding these 
remarkable revelations, it is ob\-ious that the same period 
of time is connected with the; final establishment of the 
fifth Kingdom, which perfectly agrees with the language 
of St. Paul, that " when He (Christ) shall have put down 
all rule, and all authority and power, then will he deliver 
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tip the kingdom ixi the Father,*' even as he origindly 
receifed it at his hands, the curse heing then removed 
from the heart of man, and from the face of the earth. 

It deserves consideration, that the prophet Isaiah, wh^n 
spiking of the prophetical events of " Death being 
wcdtowed up in victory, and the Lord God wiping away 
tears from off a:Il fiices, and the rebuke of his people being 
taken from off all the earth," xxv. 8, connects them (xxvi. 1,) 
with these words, *^ In that day shall this song be $ung 
in the land of Judah, &c." So also when '^the earth 
shall disdose b^ blood, and shall no more cover her slain/ 
()^l#)jor, '^thleir enemies die and shall not live, but are 
visited and destroyed^ and their memory made to jierish," 
(14.); their 'Mead men Uve and arise the dead body" of 
the Lord their God| and this at the time of indignation, 
when ** the Lord cometh out of his place to punish the 
inhabitants of the earth for their iniquity." It is true, 
these are remarkable expressions, but the inquiry maybe 
raised, whether these prophetical designations, and so also 
Jsa. XXX. i87-— S3, be not as much connected with the 
final day of judgment, as even the second Judgment of th« 
Apocalypse. 

REV. XXL 



The new kingdom, or the state of the new heaven and 
eafrtl^, an eanpire both political and spiritual, or temporal 
and ecclesiastical, is described in the first eight verses of 
this chapter, for the canon of prophecy there closes; and 
even these verses may be considered an amplifiipation of 
the symbolic t^rais ** Heaven and Earth," the synchro- 
i^m of this heaven and earth, in which *^ there is no more 
sen/* accordmg precisely with the prophecies of Isaiah and 
Micah, that when the mountain of the Lord's house 
shall be established on the top of the mountains, ''there 
shall be no more war," for nation shall not lift up sword 
against nation, but shall beat their swords into plougk- 

K 
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shares^ and their spears into pruning-hooks, and **shaU 
learn war no more^ It is the empire of the great mountain^ 
the kingdom of peace and righteousness, which shall fiU 
the whole earth. 

It is obvious, that the second verse is synchronical with 
the eleventh of this chapter, and as, in the ninth verse, 
St. John is told that he will be shown " the Bride, the 
Lamb's wife," and sees only the holy city, verses 2 and 
10 are synchronical with Rev. xix. 7, 8, where that bride 
is actually seen, and that before the Great and Mighty 
Conqueror goes forth to battle; the descent, therefore, 
of the Holy City from Heaven is, in fact, the rise of that 
kingdom and church which is symbolised by the Bride and 
by the Mighty Conqueror ; and the canon of prophecy must 
necessarily close, in point of fact, with the first verse, of 
this chapter, every other portion of the two last chapters 
being explanatory of the Great and Holy City, which may 
very justly be supposed to increase in glory from the first 
vision of the bride to the termination of the second 
Judgment, when the kingdom, temporal and spiritual/ is 
fully and finally established, erected as it is on the ruins 
of " the Great City," and " the Great City Babylon.** 

There are two other points which require investigation 
as to their synchronisms. The first point concerns the third 
verse, which is a parallel prophecy with Ezek. xxxvii. 26—88, 
and with all other prophecies where the words occur, " and 
they shall be my people, and I will be their Gody' and that 
the Spirit of God is of one mind, admits of no question; the 
revelation of St. John, in this particular passage, codcerlls 
the twelve tribes of Israel as much as any other portibk 
of Scripture. Equally so does the fourth verse agree widi 
the supplementary history of the fifth Seal, showing- that 
the same people are intended, which accords perfectly 
with Isaiah xlix. 10, which undoubtedly concerns thiit 
people. i' 

In this portion of the Apocalypse also, do the synelttt^ 
meal words of "true and faithful" occur, which are the 
tides of Him who goeth forth to the battle of Armageddon, 
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Connecting, therefore, this vision with the time of the 
Mighty C!onqueror, in the defence and rescue of his Jewish 
bride, it is on such an occasion that the words may be con- 
sidered uttered, "Behold, I make all things new." The 
e^hth verse of this chapter denotes the characters subjected to 
the second death, and the seven epithets may well be 
supposed to apply to the seven heads of the Dragon, for 
the contest is truly between Him who now rules, and that 
hellish tyranny which has lorded it over the minds, and not 
less the bodies of men, from the very beginning of the 
mysterious time. 

Although the declaration that the characters described 
have their portion in "the lake which burneth with fire 
and brimstone," which synchronises with Rev. xx. 10, it 
cannot be disguised, and ought boldly to be maintained, 
that the last sentence of revelation closes with the destruc- 
tion of all the ungodly, and leaves their state apparently 
irrevocable, at least there is no ray of hope for dwelling 
on the mercy of God contrary to his justice, God being 
equally glorified in judgment as in mercy. It is on the 
mercy of God which the impious sons of men fasten, 
without considering that every divine perfection must be 
manifested. He who is holy is still holy> whatever be the 
aggravated crimes of his creatures; His law remains the 
same, however transgressed ; creatures in his sight can be 
as nothing, unless obedient to his holy commands, given for 
their good; the righteous Lord judgeth righteously. All 
the designs of God terminate in his own glory and in the 
▼indication of his Divine attributes, and he is as just in 
destroying those who will not have Him to reign over 
them, as in saving his own beloved people, who confess and 
adore his name, whether they be the lineal descendants of 
Abraham, or the seed of faithful Abraham ; yet, with his 
chosen seed, there is a special covenant of mercy, difficult 
indeed to define, yet abounding in sovereign grace and 
distinguishing love. It is not for man to dictate or to 
impeach the counsels of the Holy One. The Lord, He 
is God, and doeth as He will, both in the armies of Heaven 
and amongst the kingdoms of the earth. 
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REV. XXI. 10-27, 
The Great and Holy City. 



Having previously exphined many of the symbols^ and 

asserted the fact, that this city symbolises the last Universal 

Kingdom of the Saints, or People of the Holy Ones, 

presisely as the "Gbreat City Babylon,** and ''the Gh-eat 

City," do the universal empires, few remarks are required 

to identify it with the kingdom of the Jewish nation. 

Glorious as may be the description of the great and holy 

city, and exciting anticipations of the blessedness of the 

times connected with it, it does not exceed the rapturous 

descriptions of the future glory of the children of Israel, as 

predicted by the prophet Isaiah. It is also obviously connected 

with EzekieFs prophecy of the city of the twelve Tribes, 

when the glory of God enters the temple from Ihe £ast, 

in reference to its form, which is square, and its gates which 

have the names of the twelve tribes of the children of 

Israel inscribed on them. The circumstance also of Ezekiel 

being carried to a high mountain in the land of Israel, and 

a man like unto brass being deputed to measure the 

temple, and city, and holy oblation, in his presence, 

coincide with similar symbolical marks of the city of St. 

John. 

If, on the twelve foundations of this city, that is, of the 
intermediate walls of the twelve gates, be inscribed the 
names of the twelve apostles of the Lamb, what is- thb 
but to state, that *' the^ shall sit on twelve thrones, judging 
the twelve tribes of Israel,'' for the gate is the seat of 
judgment ; or that those who are to be the inhabitants 
thereof,' and are to have their father's name written on thw 
foreheads, ''shall look on Him whom they have pierced, 
and mourn ;" Him who is " the Father of the Eternal 
Age," or "the Ancient of Days," of "the increase of 
whose government and peace there shall be no end, upon 
the throne of David and upon his kingikHn, to order it 
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and to establish it with judgment and with justice thence- 
fdrth and for ever.*' (Isa* ix. 7.) Certain is it, that no Sun nor 
Moon w91 be required to govern and dtredt, or enlighten the 
inhabitants of that city, but Him who is the Sun and Moon of 
his people Israel, " the Lord will be their everlasting 
light, and their Mighty One their glory." In giving to 
that people the precedencie in every thing which concerns 
the future glory of the Redeemer, is in perfect consonance 
with the scriptures of truth, for they are to be, as predicted, 
^'life to the dead," or as has been beautifully expressed, 
''are to sweep all nations in their train," when he who 
establishes his kingdom in truth and in righteousness shall 
be "the Glory of his people Israel." 
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.Ths observation concerning the synchronism of the 
fortner dhapter applies also to the first verses of this 
chapter, for **the river of life" and. "the trees for the 
heaUqg of the nations " are the same as those of Exek. 
xlvii, 8,. 9, 12. It would be absurd to consider either 
tba city^ the trees, or the river, in a literal sense, and yet how 
matiy .xoarvellous expressions have been uttered by good 
men, a« to the height and size of this city, or as to its 
cubi€ piroportions, the very essence of perfection in their 
unmeaning and ill-digesting minds. This tree and river 
mre clearly represented in the first Psahn, where the contest 
betweeii the Dragon and the Lamb, and the future con- 
dition of mankind ai*e equally represented, under the 
character of the ungodly and the righteous man, and so in 
many other prophecies. The symbolic character of the rivers 
of their enemies denotes desolation, and intends armies; the 
river of life, a copious out^pouriiig of numerous preachers 
of rj^bteousness and peace ; so a tree is a spiritual s}rmbol, 
apd. syndironises with Esiek. xvii. 24, when "a0 the trees 
<^ the field shall know that the Lord brought down the 
high tree, exalted the low treei dried wp the green tree, 
(th^ , sign of his Own tinle upoii earth,) and wUI make 
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arrogating to ourselves their privUeges, ami are " boasting 
againtt the branches" the very crime denounced by St. 
Paul. When, however, the Lord shall have given them a. 
new heart, as predicted by Moses, for his own name's sake ; 
shall have fulfilled the covenant of Jeremiah ; have poured 
out upon them the spirit of grace and supplication, accord- 
ing to Zechariah ; have breathed life into the dry bones, and 
sprinkled clean water upon them, agreeably to the prophecy 
of Ezekiel ; when " in the place in which it was said unto 
them, ye are not my people, there they shall be called tfte 
Children of the Living God" as Hosea has declared ; 
or shall become "the inheritance of the Lord of Hosts," 
promised by Isaiah ; or when " the Lord shall inherit 
Judah his portion in the Holy Land, and shall choose 
Jerusalem again," as predicted by Zechariah ; then it wiD 
he seen whether or not the sealed ones of St. John be 
" ike Protestant British Nation" or whether the descen- 
dants of the twelve Tribes " who have washed their robes 
and made them white in the blood of the Lamb," be not 
the favoured people. 

" Sing and rejoice, O daughter of Zion ,■ for, lo, I come, 
and J wilt dwell in the midst of thee, saith the Lord. And 
many nations shall be joined to the Lord in that day, and 
shall be my people ; and I teill dwell in the midst of thee, 
and thou shalt know that the Lord of Hosts hath sent me 
unto thee. Jnd the Lord shall inherit Judah his portion 
in the Holy Land, and shall choose Jerusalem again. Be 
silent^ O all flesh b^ore the Lord, for he is (now) raised 
up out of his Holy habitation" {Zeeh. ii. 10 — !3.) 

" And thou, O tower of the Jtoch, the strong hold of the 
daughter of Zion, unto thee shall it come, even the first 
DOMINION. The Kingdom shall come to the Daughter 
OF Zion," (Micah iv. 8.) ; and then shall she " looi forth 
as the morning, fair as the moon, clear as the sun, and be 
terrible as an army with banners." (Cant. vii. 10.) 
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Hustervy or ceasing ^ 
(f the Holy People, |„Tj 



1260 Lunar years to the finishing of the Myste, 

A. D. qf the Mohammedans to scatter the power 
622 — 



1917 




K.B. The dates at the bediming and end of the lines mark the commencement and 
termination of the Chronological periods. , 

The particulars referred to are considered as dependant on the expiration of the several 
symbolical times. 

The^hinar years disdngnish the periods which particularly affect the Mohammedans^ lunar 
years being only in use amongst the nations professing that imposture. Solar years denote 
the periods relative to the Roman or Greek Empires, and the Western, or <* Holy Roman 
Empire," and also the tyrannies which preceded them, the times of which were likewise 
calculated by solar years. 



The Author of " The Even-tide" having published 3 
notice, about four years since, as a brief prospectus of that 
work, with a desire to rouse the Christian world to a more 
intense consideration of those deeply interesting and pro- 
phetical indications which relate to these last times, again 
submits the observations then addressed to them, in the hcpe 
of exciting many more minds to the important study of pro- 
phetical subjects. More especially is it necessary, as we are 
advancing rapidly to that tremendous crisis, and " day of 
trouble, such as never has been since man toas upon earth" 
which may, " like a thief in the night," take the Christian 
world unprepared, because it comes "suddenly," and " in a 
day" also that the enemies of Christ "are not aware of," 



THE EVEN-TIDE: 



MYSTERIES OF DANIEL AND ST. JOHN. 



By J. A. BROWN. 



In the investigation of prophecy, many points will be dis- 
covered, respecting which the most celebrated commentators 
are unanimously agreed, and whose interpretation of them 
it would be deemed absurd for any succeeding writer to 
question. That the four beasts of the vision of Daniel, 
which in the succession of ages were to arise and desolate 
the prophetic earth, symbolize the four tyrannical monarchies, 
is a truth universally acknowledged, nor is it less certain that 
the little horn of the fourth " dreadful and terrible" Roman 
beast, before which three of the ten horns were to fell, 
typifies the Papal Kingdom- But if no man dare contro- 
vert such facts as these, it may well astonish the thinking 
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mind th^ events which have been taking place^ and manifestly 
ripening, during many ages^ for some great crisis^ have ex« 
cited so little attention. 

Palpable as the truth must appiear, that the duration of 
the Httle horn has nearly approached its appointed term, 
and that the '' time, times, and the dividing of time,** when 
the judgment of the Roman beast is to take place, must be 
drawing towards their close, it is nevertheless evident that| 
to the world at large, and, periiaps, equally so to the Chris- 
tian public, those events which, divested of their figurative 
language, must in other words imply the dissolution and 
destruction of the present continental and papal powers, are 
still wholly unexpected, and occupy but little place in their 
thoughts. Of these very powers, it is however predicted, 
that they are to go down "alive" into the pit, or in the full 
plenitude and prosperity of their strength, the very sign and 
symbol of their present hour of triumph. The suddenness of 
the judgment is indeed its grand characteristic. 

On this momentous epoch depends another fact equally 
remarkable. Perhaps it has seldom entered into the minds 
of commentators, to inquire against whom or what nation 
the judgments designed by the four detestable tyrannies 
were to be directed, yet were the Jewish nation, and the 
kingdom of Israel, the predicted subjects of the galling af- 
fliction. Equally decisive is the evidence, that after the 
reign of the four monarchies, another kingdom shall arise 
which is to have the predominance, and assume " the do- 
minion under the whole heaven,'* but of what kingdom can it 
be pretended, save of that which was to be depressed during 
the tyranny of the kings, and against which they were specially 
raised up as Divine judgments. The kingdom of Israel, 
which rises upon their fall, must, consequently, be the last 
predicted kingdom, even the dominion of the saints, against 
which the Eastern Mohammedan Horn, as depicted in Da- 
nieFs vision of the Ram and He-6oat, was also to exalt itself; 
which power, as well as the Papal little Horn, has its limited 
existence. These events seem to be the mysterious subject of 
all the prophecies. i. 
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Certain as is the fact, that the people of Israel have been 
desolated for their numerous transgressions, and that " wrath 
has come upon them to the uttermost," as the just con- 
sequence of filling up the measure of their iniquities, they 
are doubtless still preserved, though " scattered and peeled," 
and though " driven from the one end of heaven eTen unto 
the other," as the future recipients of the Divine bounty. 
Never were people so highly favoured, as when the " She- 
chinah" manifested itself in iheir tabernacle, and in their 
temple ; but, though once outcasts from the presence of their 
God, they are still to be acknowledged by the nations of the 
earth, as "the seed whom the Lord hath blessed." God will 
be revealed " in Mount Zion, and in Jerusalem, and before 
his ancients, gloriously," and " his tabernacle is fb be in the 
midst of them for evermore." 

The simple elements of the prophetic records may, there- 
fore, he resolved into the prophetical liistory of the Jewish 
nation, and to " the daughter of Zion will come even the 
first dominion." The usurping tyranny of the four king- 
doms has been described by Daniel, under the prophetic 
symbol of " the image of a man," and to the Babylonian lion 
was the " man's lieart," the emblem of the Jewish sovereignty, 
given. The power which subdues and incorporates the 
whole, has been designated by St, John under a similar 
symbol, that of a Mighty Conqueror, who is " King of luDgt 
and Lord of lords," and his kingdom, like tliat of the little 
stone which breaks in pieces the image, is to " fill the 
whole prophetic earth." — Yet has this simplicity of design 
been overlooked, and its important truths been enveloped 
in mystery. He, however, who is " true and faithful" 
to hia covenant, and " m righteousness doth judge and 
make war," will not forsake bis people, and will again be 
" their God." 

Upon these principles has a new exposition of the pro- 
phecies of Daniel and of St. John been attempted ; the "Apo- 
calypse," as the celebrated Joseph Mede remarks, " being 
Daniel explicated, and Daniel the Apocalypse compressed;" 
with what success the attempt has been made is now sub- 
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mitted to the inteUigent reader; but it may be observed * 
thill all- commentators have lost sight of the Jewish, nation 
in their iHustrations of the Apocalypse ; though Daniel has 
declared that the purpose of the revelation made to him 
concerned his people in chief. Such a scheme has neces* 
sarily led the author to a diligent examination of the Scri{>- 
ture symbols, and induced him to deviate widely from the 
general interpretation of many eminent commentators* It 
may, however, be asserted^ without fear of contradictioi^ 
that the Revelation of St. John contains the same truths as 
the prophecy of Daniel ; and that the predictions of the 
"greatly beloved" prophet may be reconciled with every 
part of the Apocalypse. This. fact is important,, because 
the chronological periods of Daniel, which terminate with 
the " consumption " of the Papal, and with the eradicaiion 
of the Mohammedan little horn, and which close with the 
triumphaiH reign of blessedness, are expUcitly revealed: 
but Str John, in like manner, concludes his sublime reve^ 
lation with the establishment of the " great and holy cmr, 
THE New Jerusalem;" which supersedes . the tjrrannical 
monarchies of the world, and overthrows the " grectt city 
Babylon^'' noyff rapidly verging to destruction. The time of 
this event is determined by the periods of DanieL 

These circumstances are confirmed by other parta of the 
Apocalypse ; for, when the great and mighty Conqueror 
goes forth on his white horsey at the battle of Armageddon^ 
he proceeds to the destruction of his enemies, and to the 
.establishment of his oYrn fifth universal, empire i but, if this 
celebrated white horse and his riper symbolize an em** 
pire, homogeneity requires that the first four horses of 
St John be likewise 30 interpreted. The fourth horse must 
then necessarily designate the Romw tyranny;' and/ die 
riders "4eath and h^l," iy*e to be exclusively referred to 
the Papal and , Mohammedan enemies; which up .to the 
juresent hour continue to desolate the symbolic (Barth. An 
ample field is thus opened for an exposition, vary differeiMb 
.from any that has. yet. been given, to the sublime mysteries 
of the Apocalypjse, but will agree perfectly with the pxo- 
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pliecies of Daniel. The first judgment of that prophet 
sits on the Papal little horn and on the fourth beaat ; that 
of St. John equally decides the fate of those which " had 
the mark of tlie beast, and the number of his name," and is 
to be considered as exclusively the judgment of the "Holy 
Roman Empire." With this period must, therefore, agree 
the Jirst scene in the heavens of St. John : for then is the 
book UNSEALED, and the mystery is then dissolved. A com- 
parison of the symbols of this vision will determine its 
synchronism with llie prophecy of Daniel's judgment. From 
these points it is presumed that commentators have been 
mistaken in referring the first scene in the heavens, whence 
" the tkunderings, lightnings, and voices" proceed, which are 
the signs of the judgment, and the opening of the first seal, 
which is the dissolution of the mystery, to the time of 
St. John ; these tokens demonstrating, on the contrary, that 
he is to be considered as only prophetically present, as 
must be equally supposed concerning him in all the other 
visions of the Apocalypse. The carefiil reader will discern 
the influence of this principle on tlie symbolical marks of tlie 
vision of the seventeenth chapter ; for then the Papal harlot 
and the Western imperial beast, are on the point of going 
into judgment. 

To ascertain the epoch of the last vision referred to, is, 
at the present moment, of the utmost importance, in any just 
comprehension of the Apocalypse, because then the seventh 
short-lived head was about to make his appearance. That 
head has, unquestionably, since appeared, and smcGfaUen ; 
and the event has determined it to be the Napoleonic head 
of the beast, considered as the reigning tyranny, which fell 
in the year ISH; and it is equally certain that "the eighth, 
which is one of the seven," is now ruling. More light has, 
in fact, been thrown on the subject of prophecy during the 
past thirty years, than in many preceding centuries; and 
ample matter for a new commentary on the prophecies has 
been thus supplied. 

Difficult as it may be to ascertain the truth, the author 
considers it to be imperative on (hose who profess to be 
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humble expectants of the last kingdom, to consider tHese 
things, lest, at the second coming of Christ, he take them, as 
well as his enemies, '' unawares," and ^'as a thief in the 
night." If their attentipn be once more called to the subject 
of those signs which determine his near approach, it arises 
from a conviction of its infinitely important consequences 
to all who are now living. To enter largely on such a mo* 
mentous topic, on the present occasion, would not be re- 
quired; suffice it to say, that many interesting points are 
amply discussed, and their many symbols explained, in the 
volumes in question. 

It may, however, be useful to suggest that, in the judgment 
of the author, we are now Hving in a most eventAil and awful 
period, at a time when the blasphemous " Holy Roman 
Empire *'^ has assumed its last tyrannical change; and that 
the beast has now actually " ascended out of the bottomless 
pit,'* or chaos of the French Revolution, and will shortly 
*' go into destruction t'^-'^that the ** seven thunders have 
uttered their voices," and have distinguished JPAST TIME 
by the seven continental wars of the last thirty years, marked 
as the terminations of those wars have been by seven distinct 
treaties of Peace, viz. of Campo-Formio, LuneviUe, Amiens, 
Presburgh, Tilsit, Vienna, and Paris ; and that the mighty 
angel is about ^^ to lift up his right hand, and swear that'* 
the tyrannical or mysterious "time shall be no longer;'*'^ 
that the angel who was to proclaim the everlasting Gospel 
to the nations of the Roman world, has gone forth and pro- 
pagated his commission, by the establishment of fiv£ National 
Bible Societies in the Roman world, in the year 1814; and 
that the third angel is now about to proclaim " Babylon is 
fallen, is fallen;'' — that the " four winds," which were to 
be restrained for a time, and which in this Work have been 
suggested to be the blasphemous '^Holy Alliance," are 
now about to " hurt (though not to kiU) the earth, the sea, 
and the trees;" for these expressions, divested of their sym- 
bolical language, simply intend the desolation, but not the 
destruction of the whole empire, secular and spiritual; and 
especially does the time rapidly approach, when the last 
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fifth ufMersal kingdom is to be established, and wheti.aH 
the tyraiuiioal nlonarchies are to be subverted : whieh epoch 
is determvEi^d by the eventful exit of the mysterious YifTie^; 
because this is the time of the sealing of the 144yO0O of the 
twelve tribes of Israel, as ^ the first fruits to God and the 
Lamb," the sure earnest of the approaching harvest, when 
they will be ** gathered out of all nations.^' 

Whether that kingdom, which is to be establisfaed, intend 
the kingdom of Israel, or, as synonymously called by Daniel, 
the kingdom of " the saints,'' or ^'^ people of the Holy Ones ;'" 

- and whether the first symptom of its rise be not decided 
by the conflict of the Greek states with: the Turkish Empire, 
as the rise of that kingdom, symbolically denoted by the 
MfgA of the mighty Conqueror, (in conformity with the com- 
pound symbol of Daniel's image, which describes the four 
monarchies,) and upon which is now to be . inscribed the 
name of *' Kino (^ kings, and Lord ^ lords,** issuing, as 
it imdoubtedly will do, in the final eradication of Moham- 
medism, and deistruction of the Turkish, power, are points 
worthy of consideration, and ought to be resolved in the 
mind of the reader. 

The attention of the reader is eamestly directed to the 
scale of the chronological prophetic periods oh page 137. 
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•#• FwEeview of this Work, see << Imperial Magazine,'' crnti*'* Jewish 

Expositor.** 
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